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CAMEROON: Free ARV drugs for all

http://www.irinnews.org/ francs (US$6 and 14) for first-linat 5.5 billion CFA francs (US$11.5
May 31, 2007 and second-line treatments respeaHlion) for 2007 alone.
tively. According to the United Na-
DAKAR - Cameroon’s ministry oftions, 5.4 percent of CameroonBhe decision, made by the Camer-
health has declared that antiretroi6 million people are living withoonian government, follows an an-
ral drugs have been made free tioe virus, one of the highest prevaeuncement in January that HIV
anyone eligible as part of a nation&nce in West and Central Africa. screening tests will be free for vul-
distribution programme. nerable people, including pregnant
The minister stated that it had be&omen, children under 15, school
The decision, made public bynade possible to distribute drughildren and students, patients suf-
health minister Urbain Olanguentor free thanks to subsidies frorering from tuberculosis (the main
Awono in the capital Yaoundé durthe Cameroonian government algportunistic infection linked to
ing a press conference, is part bhancial backing from partnersilV), and people in prison.
the 2006-2010 national strategiocluding the Global Fund to Fight
plan to combat AIDS. The ministeHIV/AIDS, TB, and Malaria, theAlthough organisations supporting
stated that the aim is to mak€linton Foundation and Unitaid, (Continued on page 15)
ARV’s accessible to 75 percent dhe international initiative to fi-
adults and 100 percent of childremance medicines in poor countries,
requiring this treatment by 2010. which Cameroon signed up to at
the beginning of 2007.
First-line and second-line ARV’s,
which are distributed to all publiddccording to the Cameroonian
and private hospitals across theealth ministry, the cost of provid-
country, will be free, as will treating free ARV’s has been estimated
ments for opportunistic infections
related to HIV/AIDS. Olanguena
Awono stated that, in due course,
43,000 adults and 4,000 children
will have access to the ARV's.

According to official statistics,
more than 30,000 people currently =
take these drugs in Cameroon, at a " " #E 3%

price of 3,000 and 7,000 CFA % &




This newsletter editor has finally caught up with a
the PC Cameroon cyberspace action and would like to
draw your attention to our website

Cameroon Connection is the newsletter of th
Friends of Cameroon (FOC). It is published

[¢)

quarterly and distributed to members. Readefs

are invited to submit articles and other infor
mation about Cameroon. Submissions must
arrive by the first day of the last month off
each quarter for inclusion in the next issue.

Emma Stepheng&ditor, Layout
Steven Durbandzditor
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FOC was founded in 1988 as a collection d
individuals who are interested in the peoplg

where you can get a little piece of it yourself!!

Up-to-the minute blog posts
from current volunteers!

Long lost volunteers and friends!

and culture of Cameroon. FOC seeks to assist

Cameroonians in Cameroon by funding in
country activities, to assist Cameroonians i
the U.S., to inform and educate American

=
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about Cameroon and to assist members [o

renew linkages with Cameroon and with thos
with whom they have lived and worked.
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President
Bill Strassberger (301) 890-6888
Vice President/Development Projects
Margaret Equopi Bate (218) 575-9345
Treasurer
Lisa Reeves Zenner (510) 769-7310
Secretary/Worldwide Schools Liaison
Judy Kallal (307) 634-2816
Member-at-Large/Newsletter Coordinator
Steven Durbano (858) 780-2570

Send hardcopy, FAX or email material to
Cameroon Connection at:

Friends of Cameroon
13201 Stravinsky Drive
Silver Spring, MD 20904

Http://friendsofcameroon.org
Email: newsletter@friendsofcameroon.org

FOC membership dues are $15 per year.

Joint membership with the National Peac
Corps Association is $50 per year. Overseds
members, add $5.

3%

Your own latest news!

Current volunteer projects and

Friends of Cameroon (yes, the
FOC pagnes are BACK!)

Happy Surfing!
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Peace Corps Pagnes available for order ONCE AGAIN

The Friends of Cameroon has designed a
stunning, multiingual “pagre” (the
six-meter lenagth of African doth) that
incorporates the Peace Corps loga, the
continent of Africa, and the names of all - e
the countries where Peace Corps has
ever heen active in Africa, FOC is now
taking orders for the cloth for imediate
shipping

Each piece is enough dath for ane
woman's outfit or 2o 3 men’s jumpers,
The cloth also makes a creative table
clath, window curtain, wall decoration,
and mare. The pagne project helps to
fund development projects in Cameraon,
including thfour HIV/AIDS education
projects that FOC funded in 2006.

We have arranged for another printing of the pagnes in Cameroon and have
alimited number available, Since they sold out last time, dao not delay to
place an advance orders. The price is $38 plus $6 shipping per piece
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Cameroonian soldiers off to dates. Ni John Fru Ndi is national after you proclaim me winner. And

Darfur chairman of the Social Democrati®f course the judges go and pro-
http://www.panapress.com/ Front (SDF), Cameroon’s leading claim the same thing,” Fru Ndi said.
August 4, 2007 opposition party. He called for the

cancellation of the elections even He said while the law should be
YAOUNDE - A group of 20 Cam- before they were held on the blind for everybody, in Cameroon,
eroonian soldiers is expected to grounds they were not going to bethere are two constitutions, one
leave Yaoundé Saturday (today) féree and fair. serving the government and the
Sudan's western region of Darfur, other serving the rest of the citi-
where they will take part in the Af-Fru Ndi told VOA the court will  zens.
rican Union (AU) peacekeeping mostly likely declare the results in
mission, an official source told  favor of the ruling Cameroon Peo-The SDF won some parliamentary

PANA here ple’s Democratic Movement and municipal council seats in the
(CPDM) of President Paul Biya. July 22 election. Fru Ndi said his
The soldiers, led by Lieut.-Colonel party’s leadership would be meet-

Moto Ewane, will take over from “I do not expect anything much ing this weekend to decide if they
their 20 colleagues who have comfrom them because in the electionwill take those seats or not.
pleted their year-long tour of duty.of '92, they told us that their hands

were tied. And all along they have“As we said before, even if we
Since 2004, Cameroon has been given their blessing to illegality. won100 seats, we can still call for a
taking part in the peacekeeping opFhere are quite a number cases rerun because the electoral fraud
eration in Darfur alongside other where they have rejected and that was executed during this elec-
African countries. thrown out instead of calling for a tion has never been done anywhere

rerun. And the SDF was calling foelse. Because of this masquerade,
The 7,000-strong African peace- a rerun of all electoral process in credible institutions like the Com-
keeping force deployed in Darfur the country. And I think that they monwealth refused to supervise the
will become part of the AU/UN hy-tell you that the CPDM has won, elections because they didn’'t want
brid force approved for the troublednd they cannot call for a rerun ofto give the election legality,” he
region by the UN Security Councilthe election at all. | do not foreseesaid.

last week. them changing anything from what

Mr. Biya (President Paul Biya) hag=ru Ndi said the SDF was expecting
Cameroon Opposition Not told them to do,” he said. the Supreme Court to exert its inde-
Optimistic as Court Prepares to pendence by canceling the July 22
Certify July Elections Fru Ndi said he does not have anyelections because they are not credi-
James Butty confidence in the Cameroon elec-
http://www.voanews.com/ toral system and the country’s judi-
August 9, 2007 cial system.

WASHINGTON —Cameroon’s  “The judicial system is put in place
Supreme Court, acting as the Conby the government. The judges are
stitutional Council, will this week nominated by Mr. Biya. For in-
certify the results of the country’s stance, in an election, Mr. Biya tells
July 22 legislative and municipal the judges, | will increase your sal-
elections. This week, the court hasry; | will give police protection, |
been hearing and ruling on 103 pewill give you new cars, but this will "
titions brought by various candi- be after election. In other words,




(Continued from page 3)

ble. But he said the court would inBut after hearing it condemned on a

stead declare the elections for thenational radio debate, he ap-

ruling CPDM party of President proached his parents with reasons

Paul Biya. why his younger sister should not
also undergo mutilation.

Mutilation campaigner wins BBC

award "They cursed my approach and re-
http://news.bbc.co.uk fused my every word," he recalled. 4 $%
August 6, 2007 &&'

"l was desperate and restless be-
A young Cameroonian who suc- cause my Dad assured me they
ceeded in getting the practice of would soon mutilate my kid sister women in his family and for a man
female genital mutilation discontinfor she's come of age." in West Africa, that in itself was a
ued in his village has been selected strong decision to take."
as the winner of BBC World Ser- Soon afterwards, Mr Ebie and his
vice's Outlook programme's standsister fled to a nearby city, where As the winner of the competition,
up-for-your-rights competition.  they stayed for nine months until Mr Ebie will receive a solar-

one of their older sisters arrived ampowered wind-up radio.
British journalist and campaigner asked them to come home.
George Monbiot judged the entry The runners-up included Chima
by Cyril Ebie, from the small settle*My father had visited the council Uwah Ogbuh, who took on unions
ment of Mbemi - about 30km fromof elders to complain about the charging illegal fees to market trad-
the town of Bamenda in north-wegpractice and how he lost his only ers in Benin, South African Geof-
Cameroon - as the overall winner.son because he was trying to freefrey Neilson, who took a stand

the sister,"” he said. against compulsory military train-
Ebie had written in describing how ing as he felt it conflicted with his
he defended his sister from the torTongue-tied elders could now  Christian beliefs, and Canadian
ture of female genital mutilation - speak out. The youths protested aHdlen Manning, who fought for and

an act that forced him to leave thedemonstrated at the palace. got a life-saving operation for her
family home with his sister for nine daughter Helen, who had been born
months. "When our Fon [king] saw that it with holes in her heart.

was inevitable, he put a stop to it.
"l found his story incredibly powerEveryone was relieved especially Mr Monbiot said that it was a very
ful," said Mr Monbiot. the girls.” close call and that all the entries
had been of an extremely high stan-
"He made a stand on something h&lr Monbiot pointed out thatin  dard.
felt very strongly about because itstanding up against female genital

affected his family." mutilation, Mr Ebie was standing "In all cases they'd paid a high per-
up against centuries of tradition. sonal cost - but what's also great
Mr Ebie explained in his entry that about these stories is that the cost

when he was growing up, he had "It's a problem that can only be adhas been vindicated; they have
been made to believe that female dressed by people taking a stand come out on top," he said.
circumcision was an "act of virtue"and saying: 'Whatever the tradition
for woman, and thus obligatory formight say, this is wrong and we willThey are heart-warming stories
every girl. not submit to it.™ about how the human will can tri-
umph in all sorts of circumstances
Indeed, his two older sisters had It was also significant that, as a against terrible oppression of all
already undergone the practice. man, Mr Ebie had "stood up for the (Continued on page 5)



(Continued from page 4) mally used to denote an emergencyets and medicine. But it said the
different kinds." situation. operation had begun on time on
Wednesday morning.

UN takes food aid to "This has been a major logistical

Central Africans in Cameroon challenge to reach so many peoplé&Distribution started at the Ghiti
Tansa Musa spread out across such a large ars#ie, about 140 km (88 miles) east
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/ Some of the roads are in very pooof Bertoua ... where there are 2,685
August 8, 2007 shape, too, and insecurity has beeefugees, and at Ndokayo with

a constant worry," said the WFP 1,128 refugees," Jacques Franquin,
YAOUNDE—The United Nations logistics chief in Cameroon, Boub&JNHCR representative in Camer-
began distributing food aid on car Diop. oon, told Reuters.
Wednesday to some 26,000 refu-
gees from Central African Republi€entral African Republic, a land- "Several truck loads of aid have al-
who have fled to neighbouring  locked former French colony whiclneady left from these localities to
Cameroon to escape relentless atlanguishes at the bottom of most neighbouring sites," he said.
tacks by rebels and bandits. human development indices, has

suffered decades of instability andThe U.N. World Food Programme
The refugees are mainly nomadic military coups since it won inde- was preparing 2,997 tonnes of cere-
Mbororo cattle herders who have pendence in 1960. als, pulses, vegetable oil, sugar and
fled in waves since 2005 after their salt to supply the refugees for six
women and children were kid-  The insecurity has been heightenedonths while the U.N. children's
napped for ransom and their live- by the spillover of the conflicts in agency UNICEF would take care of
stock stolen by rebels in Central neighbouring Sudan's Darfur regiamalnourished children, the UNHCR
African Republic's remote north- and in Chad, where Darfur-based said.
west. Chadian rebels fighting President

Idriss Deby have used Central AfrNew language for divided
"Most of the Mbororos crossed thecan Republic as a staging post. Cameroon
border on foot carrying their few Francis Ngwa Niba
remaining possessions, while a Humanitarian agencies estimate http://news.bbc.co.uk
small number managed to save thabout 290,000 Central Africans February 20, 2007
cattle which continue to graze in have been forcibly displaced in the
Cameroon,” the U.N. refugee last 18 months, including 78,000 DOUALA —Teachers in Cameroon
agency, UNHCR, said in a briefingvho have crossed into Cameroonare concerned that the new lan-
note. Chad and Sudan. guage frananglais - a mixture of

French, English and Creole - is af-

The UNHCR, which is coordinating he International Committee of théecting the way students speak and
a relief operation involving the Red Cross is one of the few aid  write the country's two official lan-
U.N. World Food Programme and agencies operating in northwesterguages.
other agencies, said the refugees Central African Republic, where
were living in more than 50 sites the United Nations suspended wokkith more than 250 indigenous lan-

spread across thousands of squarafter a French worker with guages and both French and Eng-
kilometres on the Central African Medecins Sans Frontieres was shixsh as official languages, choosing
border. dead in June. the right vocabulary to convey a

message can be tricky.
It estimated 15-18 percent of in- The UNHCR said there were fears
fants among the refugees were malpproaching seasonal rains and irln the face of this huge variety,
nourished and that in some areas security caused by banditry on theyouths across the country are bend-
the rate of infant mortality was six border could hamper the distribu- ing linguistic rules, the main objec-
to seven times the threshold nor- tion of food, blankets, mosquito (Continued on page 6)



(Continued from page 5) The 500-pupil school now has  frananglais in their music.
tive being to communicate easily French- and English-speaking days

with each other. where all pupils must speak only One of the earliest musicians to do
one of the two official languages -this was the famous Lapiro de

"Frananglais is cool," says Aboti there is no frananglais day. Mbanga, but dozens of other artists

Mariette, a 16-year-old student at have now joined the bandwagon

the Lycee Technique in Douala. Pupils who break this linguistic  and sing in a language that most
rules are punished severely, but thEople will understand.

"How do you expect my English- has not stopped the usage of

speaking friends to understand myrananglais on school premises. That now happens to be frananglais.

message if | don't use frananglais?

They will not comprend tout ce qu®pinion is sharply divided on the The most popular of these musi-

je dis (understand everything | cians now is known as Koppo and

say)," she says smiling. his best-known frananglais song is

titted Si Tu Vois Ma Go (If You

See Me Go).

From nursery to primary and secgn-
dary schools, frananglais is fast e
coming the lingua franca over Cr§-
ole (pidgin English) which until
recently was the best-known and
widely used language across the
country. l#* to.
1 )1 _
(") % 2 1() Jacques Towe, hea_d of _th_e English
3( * department of the Linguistic Centre
in Douala, says: "Only time will tell
what will happen to frananglais. It
might develop into a new type of

A mother of three | met buying the
album in Douala told me: "I love
Koppo's music very much - he sings
in a language everyone can relate

"Je veux go" is a mix of English
and French and means simply "I
want to go" or "l am leaving."

"Tu as sleep hier?" meansDid yoU

sleep well last night?", while "Toutorigins of frananglais. language" that might help bring na-
le monde hate me, wey | no know" tional unity in a country divided

is "Everybody hates me, | don't Francoise Endwin, head of the  along strong linguistic lines.

know why." French department of the Linguistic

Centre in Douala says it developeds far as | am concerned, "je ne
This is the type of language com- because French and English havesais pas sure about this" (I am not
monly used by 10-year-old pupils lot of similarities, despite their dif- sure about this).
of the Ladybird Nursery and Pri- ferent syntax.
mary school in Douala. To be recognised as a language on
To cut corners, schoolchildren jusits own, frananglais will have to be
They say they feel comfortable  mix both, the end result being thatcodified. Some university post
speaking this language but obvi- they understand each other, he saysaduate students have carried out

ously this is not the same view held research on frananglais but they all
by the school authorities. But Mr Forghema contends that agree only on one point - if it helps
French-speaking parents communications, it's good for the

Fang Hyronius Forghema, head "developed the jargon we now callcountry.
teacher of the school described frananglais" when they realised late
frananglais as "corrupt” and a badin life that their children would Vous reading this toujours? (Are
influence on spoken and written benefit if they could speak it. you still reading this?)
English and French.
A lot of musicians now also use You might be hooked already.



Forest nations press for carbonindonesia has lost about 1.87m héminched a Forest Declaration in

credits to help cut greenhouse gadares of forest each year since 20Bfazil to campaign for preservation

advertisement according to government data. Uto be recognised.

http://news.moneycentral.msn.conder current carbon trading schemes,

September 13, 2007 protecting the felled trees coulWe see these forests as giant utili-
have been worth more than $10bnies providing the world with essen-

Eight nations with the largest tropyear. tial services for free and we all need

cal forests have agreed to push for to start paying for them," said An-

their protection to be made eligibfeorests can help fight climatdrew Mitchell, founder and director

for carbon credits. change because trees absorb carbbG&CP. "Forests are currently more
as they grow, and store it until theyaluable when they're cut down

Rachmat Witoelar, Indonesia's edie or are cut down. Deforestatighan left standing, and this needs to

vironment minister, said Brazils thought responsible for about 2Dange."

Malaysia, Papua New Guinea, Gaer cent of global greenhouse gas

bon, Cameroon, Costa Rica, Congmissions, the Stern review said. Chinese demand drives global

and Indonesia, with 80 per cent of deforestation crisis

the world's tropical forest coveBut paying countries to keep foresiansa Musa

had formed the Forestry Eighiptact is controversial. Many gowttp://www.alertnet.org/thenews/

whose goal is to have forest presernments fear rainforest natiodsine 11, 2007

vation included in the successor ¢ould use the threat of de-struction

the Kyoto protocol on climatef their forests as a bargaining ciNGAMBE-TIKAR —From out-

change, which expires in 2012. Um climate change negotiations. It $de, Cameroon's Ngambe-Tikar

der Kyoto, only reforestation analso hard to quantify how much cdorest looks like a compact, tangled

afforestation are eligible for carbdvon forests hold, and how muchass of healthy emerald green foli-

credits. forest a country has. age.

The group's first meeting will be a&lso, much deforestation is caus&adit tracks between the towering
a UN-convened gathering on clpy illegal logging activities, raisingropical hardwood trees open up
mate change in New York on Seproral issues. James Connaughtorip car park-sized clearings littered
tember 24. Formal negotiations dread of the White House Counailith logs as long as buses.
the global framework are to begon Environmental Quality, said:
at a UN con-ference in Bali in Dé¥You would be paying people not teorestry officers say the reserve is
cember. "We're all in agreemeahgage in an illegal activity." under attack from unscrupulous
now for the first time,"” Mr Witoelar commercial loggers who work out-
told the Financial Times. "So I'nffhese concerns have ensured thide authorised zones and do not
optimistic that carbon credits faxisting forests are specifically exespect size limits in their quest for
not cutting down trees will becomguded from receiving carbon credaaximum financial returns.
a reality.” its under the Kyoto protocol.

"l lack words to describe what is
Indonesia and Brazil are considerkldwever, global support for foregfoing on here,” says Richard
the world's third and fourth largegtreservation being eligible for caGreine, head of the local forestry
emitters of greenhouse gases ben credits has increased. Thest, 350 km (220 miles) north of
spectively because of the amountwéek more than 200 scientific instGameroon's capital Yaounde.
carbon that escapes during deforages, non-governmental organisa-
tation. tions and businesses under theoth illegal and authorised ex-

Global Canopy Programme (GCP) (Continued on page 8)



(Continued from page 7) Once upon a time, wild animalsas already been destroyed, and

ploiters have staged a hold-up @would sometimes stroll right int€hinese demand for commodities

the forest.” his compound. "These days yawch as iron ore, bauxite and espe-
don't see any. They don't fall inwally soy, has been a big factor in

From central Africa to the Amazoaur traps anymore. You need to gashing the country's agricultural

basin and Indonesia's islands, tery far, deep in the forest to seefoontier further north.

world's great forests are being lasdtch one," he tells Reuters.

at an annual rate of at least 13 mil- Most illegal logging is done by Bra-
lion hectares (32 million acres) As usual, it is the poorest who payzilians, either poor migrants from
an area the size of Greece or Nica- the dry northeast or cattle ranchers
ragua. In nearby Democratic Republic @nd soy farmers coming in from the

Congo, the lure of timber wealthouth.
The timber business is worth bias seen loggers accused of cheat-
lions of dollars annually, and exng villagers with deals activists sajhe government has long been
perts say few industries that size am@ a "shameful relic of colonialriticised for deforestation and has
as murky as the black market iimes". a very public policy of stopping il-
wood. legal clearing and slowing clearing
A two-year investigation by Greemrates overall. But the frontier area is
Evidence of rampant deforestatipeace accused companies, mos#yy remote, and police are under-
around the globe points in one drom Germany, Portugal, Belgiuniunded, disorganised and often cor-
rection: booming demand in Chin&jngapore and the United States,ropt.
where economic growth is fuellindjegally acquiring titles to about 15

a timber feeding frenzy. million hectares (37 million acresypinning the globe further west, the
of Congolese rainforest after a 20@oblem is perhaps even more acute
In just the past decade, China hasratorium. in Indonesia.

grown from importing wood prod-

ucts for domestic use to become time return for small gifts such ad/ithout drastic action, the United

world's leading exporter of furnifarm tools, bags of salt and casesN#tions says, 98 percent of its re-

ture, plywood and flooring. beer, the firms won logging right:aining forests will be gone by
worth hundreds of thousands 8022, with dire consequences for

Chinese firms might not be choplollars, the probe found. local people and wildlife, including

ping down the trees themselves, but endangered rhinos, tigers and

their insatiable appetite is drivinghe biggest target of the loggersasangutans.

up prices, spurring loggers to op&fromosia, or African teak, which

more tracks like those torn througian sell for hundreds of dollars la parts of Borneo and Sumatra, for

Ngambe-Tikar and drawing hugaibic metre. instance, scientists are still finding

global investment to the companies. new species of animals and plants
Locals in one village, Lamokdyut fear these could be lost to sci-

In Mande village on the fringe dBreenpeace says, gave away thenee before being studied fully.

the Cameroon jungle, Pierre, sands of hectares for presents worth

hunter dressed in tattered shorts amdy about $20,000. Jakarta says illegal tree felling is

T-shirt, does not know that more ravaging 37 of its 41 national parks,

than half his country's original fobepressingly similar accusatiormd now accounts for about three-

est cover has been cut down in Inm&r the logging industry in Braziljuarters of all logging in Indonesia.

lifetime. home to most of the Amazon basin
-- the planet's largest remainingke the United Nations, it blames a
But he knows the local eco-systemopical rainforest. well-organised, shadowy network
has been ravaged. of multinational firms it says are
About a fifth of Brazil's Amazon (Continued on page 9)



(Continued from page 8) violin bows, was the only tree spe-

increasingly targeting its parks ages to win tighter protection at thEhe idea is to let buyers identify
one of the few remaining sources UfN. meeting in the Hague. Bids terified legal wood from sustain-
commercial timber supplies. curb logging of South and Centrable sources, TFT executive direc-

American cedar and rosewoddr Scott Poynton says.

The government has deployed stiees, the source of some of the

diers at least three times in recembrld's most valuable timber, faile@he international wood business is
years to confiscate wood and chafeer objections by several couse full of traders and middlemen

out loggers, and is training quidkies. operating in a world of bribes, cor-
response ranger teams to police ruption and illegal practices that,
protected areas. Many poor nations want the richnfortunately, we encourage buyers

world to extend the Kyoto Protocalp assume everyone is guilty until
But experts say the new units d@fee main U.N. plan for fightingoroven otherwise,"” Poynton says.
crippled by lack of funds, vehicleglobal warming, to give farmers
weapons and equipment, and faceradits for letting forests stande sees China as a major problem,
huge threat from loggers who arather than sell trees to loggers sucking up illegal timber from all
often guarded by heavily armed nulear land for crops. over the world and re-exporting it.
litia led by foreign mercenaries.

Trees soak up carbon dioxide &BT also works in central Africa,
"At this rate, by 2012 the forests they grow and release it when theshere it has issued the latest com-
Sumatra, Borneo and Sulawesi wifit or are burnt. puter technology to illiterate pygmy
be gone, only the forests in Papua communities desperate to save their
will be left,” local environmentallhe United States and the Europgarest homes in the Republic of
campaigner Rully Sumada telldnion -- the second and third bigzongo, across the jungle border
Reuters. "And if cutting of treegest markets for Indonesian timbgom Cameroon's Ngambe-Tikar.
continues, no forest will be left bgfter China -- have both agreed in
2022." principle to ensure Indonesian fodsing touch screens on specially

est product imports are verified aesigned handheld global position-
The plight of forests is a focus oflagal. ing system (GPS) units, the villag-
June 3-15 United Nations meeting ers mark the location of everything
in The Hague that gathers signat®dt experts say the amount of ifrom sacred trees to crucial water
ries of a global pact to save threaestment in the logging companiesurces and ancestral graveyards.

ened species. from the industrialised world vastlyhe data is compiled and the timber
outstrips donor efforts to help Jaempanies are supposed to work
The Convention on Internation&arta. around the important areas.

Trade in Endangered Species of

Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) alFrying to cut into the loggers' vagtnd TFT is working in China help-

ready includes Latin Americaldicit profits, activists are fightinging factories eliminate illegal sup-

bigleaf mahogany and Southedsick with campaigns to persuagkes by identifying where their

Asia's ramin and agarwood trees\Western consumers to ask questiovsod comes from.

Appendix I, which requires strichbout where their wood comes

trade controls to protect them.  from. While much of the world's illegal
logging is driven by China's hunger

Ramin, for instance, is sought aft€éhe Geneva-based Tropical Forést wood, few of the teak floor-

to make picture frames, pool cuégust (TFT), a charity set up ibhoards and ebony tables rolling out

parquet flooring and decorativiE999, has launched a programmeoinits sawmills and factories end up

mouldings. Indonesia under which a tree des-its own booming, smog-shrouded
tined for felling is given a uniqueities.
But Brazilwood, used to produdeaarcode. (Continued on page 10)



(Continued from page 9) trader surrounded by stacks bfany of the roughly 170,000 dis-
cheaper Chinese wood says he pésced Chadians in the east are af-

Despite rising incomes, few peopi® teak to hand but can order arfgeted.

can afford them. Instead, most thfing from across the border "at a

the valuable logs are exported sce". In the Koukou Angarana region in
solid wood furniture, boards, or just south eastern Chad, many displaced
veneer on cheaper products. "If you know what you want, | haveeople as well as local residents

contacts in Myanmar who can gethave left their shelters or homes and
Centuries of domestic demand hawéhin a couple of days," he tells lzeaded for higher ground.
slashed China's own forests, aodstomer. (Additional reporting by
demand for foreign supplies soarBdniel Wallis in Nairobi, EmmaDne town affected in the area, Goz
after Beijing tried to halt logging itGraham-Harrison in Beijing, Mita&mir, is where UNHCR runs one of
remaining pockets in the 1990s afalina Liem in Jakarta and Andrats 12 camps for the some 230,000

ter massive runoff from denudadlelsh in Sau Paulo) Sudanese refugees in eastern Chad.
slopes contributed to deadly floods The camp holds an estimated
along the Yangtze River. CHAD: Floods block aid to dis- 18,000 people.
placed families and refugees

But China's leaders appear to have/w.irinnews.org The road between Abeche, the
little concern about exporting thosgeptember 20, 2007 UNHCR logistics hub, and Far-
problems to immediate neighbours chana, the gateway to several refu-
or countries further away. DAKAR —Flooding in easterrgee camps near the border with Su-

Chad has “seriously hampered” aildn's Darfur region, is impassable.
Under the glare of the internationagiencies’ assistance to tens of thou-
spotlight, they say they hawands of Sudanese refugees and Ais-can now be transported to some
clamped down on illegal importglaced Chadians, according to tbatposts only by air and even some
from poor neighbour Myanmar. UN Refugee Agency. airstrips have been damaged by

heavy rains, UNHCR said.

But in the Nu river valley whicHUNHCR is having difficulty sup-
runs along much of that frontieplying field staff with variousThe agency also said the homes of
piles of trunks over a metre thiggods, while the agency and othengny local residents have been de-
are stacked by the valley mouth b&ve delayed or cancelled missiostsoyed or damaged by the floods.
most cross-border roads and loadedhe region,” the agency said in a

trunks trundle south. statement released on 19 Septéfhe rains, which began in mid-
ber. June, are not expected to end until
In the regional hub of Mangshi, a late September or early October.
") («" *( $ !
% 4+, -
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THE CHICKEN WAR ters the office they reach for their political action, but through public
In Cameroon, Globalization's mobile phones to report to their  pressure and protests by a people
Losers Fight Back and Win bosses. Njonga is convinced that that suddenly discovered some of
Uwe Buse the men work for the government.its power and took to the streets.
http://www.spiegel.de He greeted them once, just to seeNjonga had unintentionally created
September 19, 2007 what would happen, but got no re-Cameroon's first extraparliamentary

sponse. opposition, in fact, the first true op-
When it comes to chicken, Europe- position in the country.

ans seem to only like the breast. Njonga has earned the gratitude of

The rest of the chicken is almost strangers and attracted the goverrNjonga's second adversary was
impossible to sell and ends up beingent's attention because he tri- Europe, the world's biggest eco-
exported at dumping prices. But umphed over adversaries many b&omic power, which uses Africa as
farmers in Cameroon are refusinglieved were invincible. His biggesta place to dump its garbage and
to be the victims of globalization, adversary was the country's Presiother unwanted products. Njonga
they have fought the import of  dent Paul Biya who has ruled Canfeught to make sure that this could

European chicken legs -- and won. no longer happen in Cameroon.
This too was a spectacular victory,
Live chickens at the market in a real triumph. It catapulted
Cameroon's capital Yaounde. Njonga, an educated farmer, from
Bernard Njonga gingerly steers his the narrow world of Cameroon onto
Toyota Land Cruiser through the the stage of international politics. In
evening rush hour traffic in his own country, he is now seen as
Yaoundé, the capital of the West an expert on the consequences of
African nation of Cameroon. The globalization. He showed his fellow
heat is oppressive and Njonga, who Africans how to defend themselves
hasn't been able to figure out how against a system of global trade in
the air-conditioning works yet, has which they usually end up the los-
his windows rolled down. ers. He now travels to places like
(st (( Sao Paulo and Hong Kong to attend
Suddenly someone knocks on the conferences on the consequences of

car door, giving Njonga a start. A eroon for the past 25 years. Biya igrowth and the limits of globaliza-

stranger stands at his window,  essentially a dictator who allows tion.

sticks his arm into the car and the country's parliament to exist as

shakes Njonga's hand, thanking hims personal applause machine. Njonga's rise to prominence began

profusely for his courage and for with a campaign against European

everything he has done -- for CamiNjonga forced the president to firechicken legs. The legs were being

eroon and for its farmers. Njonga an allegedly corrupt minister. Thissold in the markets in cities and vil-

smiles awkwardly. There have beaone was a sensation in Camerodages, and their mere existence was

many changes in his life recently. -- a non-politician, a civilian, driving Cameroonian farmers to
changing the composition of the despair, because the imported poul-

Once an ordinary official at a farmeabinet. For Cameroonians it wastry was ruining their business, mak-

ers' association, he now makes teleaheard-of. ing it virtually impossible for the

vision appearances and gives radio farmers to sell their own chickens.

interviews - and there are always 8ut more significant than the fact

few men standing outside his officthat it could happen was how it  The legs were imported from

Every time Njonga leaves and en-happened -- not through intrigues or (Continued on page 12)



(Continued from page 11) ble in as short a time as possible, It is an uninterrupted popular refer-
abroad and sold in Cameroon at the brand-name chicken is superi@ndum, a global plebiscite that
dumping prices. One kilo went for to the common chicken in every takes place in the world's supermar-
about 800 West African francs, or respect. ket coolers. With each product they
1.20. The domestic chickens, pull off the shelves, consumers de-
which were only sold live, were  When Mvogo decided to invest in termine the production and living
twice as expensive by the kilo. Théhese high-performance chickens aonditions of chickens, turkeys and
farmers had good reason to be upfew years ago, chicken legs were geese, as well as the marketing of
set. already being sold in Cameroon. their meat in a networked world.
They had started appearing on  The object of consumer desire in
Many of them had invested in theilvyaounde's markets, but there wer&urope, the United States and all
chicken farms in recent years. Theyt enough of them to keep Mvogoother affluent countries is the breast
had taken out loans and built coopmyake at night. He was convincedfillet, free of bones and low in fat.
hoping to benefit from structural that they would disappear sooner ®he remainder of the animal is
change in Cameroon. Families welager. But they didn't. practically unsellable in these in-
steadily moving from rural to urban dustrialized countries.
areas, searching for work and a bét-fact, their numbers increased
ter life. They left behind their farm$rom year to year, primarily be-  Bernard Njonga, president of the
and the ability to feed themselves cause of the efforts of a company ACDIC, helped to stop frozen
with the grain, milk and meat theythat had discovered Cameroon asdmcken imports in Cameroon.
had produced. Commercial chickeeasily accessible and unsaturatedSeeking to satisfy consumer de-
farms were developed to help meeharket for cheap chicken parts. Tls@es, poultry breeders create strains
the increased demand brought aboatne of the company, headquar- with giant breasts. This sector of
by growing urban populations.  tered in the Dutch town of the global poultry market is domi-
Dordrecht, is Kihne & Heitz. Its nated by just three companies. One
Fridolin Mvogo is one of these  employees were responsible for of them, Aviagen, owns the Wesjo-
farmers, but instead of only investabout 70 percent of Cameroon's hann chicken farming dynasty in
ing in chicken coops and structurapoultry imports. This was a good the German state of Lower Saxony.
change, he invested in globaliza- business for Cameroon's meat dedtis model, "Ross 708," comes com-
tion. He believed in going with theers, but a disaster for Mvogo. Reaplete with a detailed manual, which
times, said goodbye to the commaning that he couldn't sell his chickexplains how the complicated inter-
chicken and, together with a ens, he, like many other farmers, actions among light, air, feed and
neighbor, bought 2,000 brand-nantalled up Njonga, the General Seavater must be managed in coops,
chickens, bred and genetically optretary of the Cameroonian farmersvhich are sealed off from the out-
mized by global breeding compa- association SAILD. They wanted side world, to get the optimal per-

nies. Njonga to get rid of the foreign ~ formance out of a chicken.

chicken legs and they didn't care
These animals are only remotely how he did it. Once one of these chickens is ready
related to the ordinary backyard for slaughter, it is killed, cut into

chicken. Mvogo's "Hybro" brand The farmers had no idea what thepieces, packaged and sold, and its
chickens are highly efficient feed were asking Njonga to do. Not onliymbs are then shipped around the
conversion machines that convertwas he up against a company in world. Its feet end up in Thailand,
1.65 kilograms of feed into one  faraway Holland, but he was also the innards in the former Soviet Un-
kilogram of body tissue. They evenealing with consumers, who set aon, the wings in China and the legs
outperform pigs. It takes them onlylisastrous chain reaction in motiom Japan, Mexico -- and Africa.

35 days to grow to slaughter size that begins in European and Ameri-

and their meat is juicy. From the can supermarkets and ends in theThe consumer's aversion to buying
perspective of a farmer who wantsnarkets of Cameroon. whole chickens and cutting them up
to produce as much meat as possi- (Continued on page 13)



(Continued from page 12) change circumstances. mercial capital, and knew a few
themselves keeps a giant cycle of customs agents. He talked to one of
trade moving. Chicken farms in th8ut it would have been impossiblethem in a bar. The man responded:
European Union alone ship 225,000 do any of this alone. He neededPerhaps | can help. But you'll have
tons of chicken parts each year tohelpers he could trust. He chose to pay first. The four activists had
the former Soviet Union, 144,000 three people: Yvonne Takang, to ask themselves if they could do
tons to Africa, 170,000 tons to theyoung, and ambitious; Bertrand this. Was it acceptable to expose a
Middle East and 50,000 tons to th®jami, a former auto mechanic andorrupt system through corruption?
Far East. now the editor-in-chief of Farmers'

Voice; and Jacob Kotcho, also amNjonga's response: "Yes. Those
The price at which the unwanted bitious but more levelheaded thanwho are too moralistic achieve
European meat is sold in the targefakang. All three worked for nothing, at least not in Cameroon.”
country is determined not so muctSAILD, the farmers' association. Njonga paid 7,000 for the lists,
by production costs in the countrieadnd all three moved to ACDIC, a which were handed over at night in
where it is produced as by the cosssster organization founded by  a car. The money came from the
of disposal when it cannot be soldNjonga to make his campaign a farmers' association.
In most cases, the producer has akuccess.
ready earned his profit with the sale The four now knew the names of
of the breast fillets, so that the resThe acronym ACDIC stands for ththe suppliers abroad and the buyers
of the bird can be sold at a price French phrase Association Citoy- in Cameroon. They could also
sufficient to cover costs. As a re- enne de Défense des Intéréts Colprove that there was corruption in
sult, a kilo of meat can be shippedectifs, or "Citizens' Association fothe Ministry of Animal Husbandry,
for 0.80 and sold -- thousands ofthe Defense of Collective Interestsahd they recognized that the corrupt
kilometers from the country of ori- It was a name Njonga found com-officials were either amateurs or
gin -- for 1.20. pelling. The inexperienced team's extremely sure of themselves.

next step was to mobilize the peo-When they searched the import cer-
In Cameroon, Njonga was being ple. tificates under country of origin,
asked to stop this invasion of the they found the entry "High Seas."
chicken legs. But how? Cameroo-They knew that the customs office
nians weren't exactly being forcedhad the information they needed In an effort to ruin the reputation of
to buy the imported meat. about their adversaries, and they the imported meat, Njonga had 200

also knew that this was classified chicken legs inspected by the Cen-
Njonga needed an argument, a faatformation and they knew the  tre Pasteur in Cameroon. This
anything that would deprive the imrame of the man was in charge ofwould be the next, logical step in
ported chicken of its competitive protecting the files. Njonga sent afisermany, but not in Cameroon,
advantage. He also needed an adattractive, sexy woman, a friend ofwhere private individuals are not
versary. He wanted to emotionaliz€akang, to see the man. She told responsible for inspecting food
the debate, achieve a ban on the customs officer that she needgatoducts nationwide. This explains
chicken imports and, most of all, the information for a cousin who why the study disappeared shortly
send a signal for Cameroon and tlveas studying economics abroad. before completion, so that Njonga
whole of Africa. The customs agent told the womahad to make do with an abridged

that he might be able to help, but version he managed to obtain from
Njonga was tired of Africans beinghat he wanted to get to know her an employee at the institute. Ac-
seen as constant victims, not onlybetter first. cording to the report, 83.5 percent
abroad but amongst themselves. of the chicken legs were no longer
Njonga wanted to prove that the Then Djami, editor-in-chief of suitable for human consumption.
allocation of roles in the globalized=armers' Voice, embarked on a s€bhis was the fault of merchants
world is not some god-given de- ond attempt. He lived near the hamwho had transported the frozen
cree, and that it is possible to bor in Douala, the country's com- (Continued on page 14)



(Continued from page 13) a few more years. But, says Nana,
meat around the country without Njonga never wanted to discuss
refrigerating it. these things and was only interested

in salmonella, the health of the peo-
Njonga was overjoyed. He had ple and chickens of death. Nana
what he needed. It was time to  snorts contemptuously. Chickens of
launch his campaign, and he was death, he says under his breath.
determined to make a big splash.

Has he ever hired thugs to beat up

He had flyers printed up depictingNjonga? "No," he responds, "lamag . / " $
skulls and next to them the warn- businessman, not a criminal.” P " %80
ing, printed in red: "Mortal Dan- L

ger!" Below was a picture of The months of the campaign are (3+ ((

chicken legs. The country's chickemothing but a hazy memory for
importers were not amused, espeNjonga, a seemingly endless suc-ACDIC as their tool. But Njonga,
cially not the influential ones, mencession of short nights, villages, careful not to incite a rebellion, re-
like Emmanuel Nana. presentations, questions and an- fused to comply. He had other
swers. But his efforts paid off. Hurgoals. He wanted his campaign to
Nana is bald, corpulent and given tivpeds attended his meetings, everbana general course in democracy
vague statements. He describes remote locations, and they would for Cameroonian society, one that
himself as someone involved in  often last until deep into the night.would transform the country into a
both the import and export busi- Everyone had something to say. debating club.
nesses. It is said that he owns a cafée debates were heated, because
that he often frequents, owns the these evenings were not just abouAnd that was exactly what hap-
block where the café is and owns chickens, but about the ability to bpened. The president left him alone,
much of the neighborhood sur-  heard -- by the government, the inbbecause he too stood to benefit
rounding the block. porters, the exporters and Europefrom Njonga's campaign by por-
They were about the opportunity teraying himself as a liberal and a
Cameroon's chicken industry was change society, at least when it true democrat.
almost wiped out by cheap Euro- came to one issue. They were about
pean imports. When asked about democracy. The debate over the pros and cons
the poultry trade, Nana says: "A of imported chicken legs soon
good business!" and stares dolefuljjonga organized demonstrationsspread throughout the country, to
into his glass of tea. and protest marches. The media the parliament, the streets, the mar-
took up the story, and even the gokets, even to weddings and funer-
According to Nana, he imported ernment-owned press was unabledts. No one could avoid the issue.
several thousands tons of frozen ignore the campaign. In interviewd:veryone had an opinion, and the
chicken legs. Like many other im- Njonga denounced the machina- majority made it clear that it no
porters, he threatened Njonga andions of the importers and corrup- longer wanted foreign chicken legs
argued with him. He says that he tion in the Ministry of Animal Hus-in Cameroon.
tried to convince Njonga to agree teandry, but he never criticized the
a compromise, a gradual reductiompresident. It was a smart move. In the end the president added his
of imports. "That way," says Nana, opinion to the mix. Biya con-
"everyone would have won." There were men and women who demned the machinations of the
Njonga would still have been the wanted Njonga to censure the govmporters, doubled the duties on
farmers' savior, the government ernment. They wanted more than anported poultry, waived the sales
would have protected the people Cameroon free of European chickéax local farmers had paid on their
and the importers would have beelegs. Instead, they wanted a new chickens and added it to the new
able to continue doing business fo€Cameroon and they sought to use (Continued on page 15)



(Continued from page 14) against globalization. ACDIC has Njonga has already visited the cat-
import duties. As a result, the im- also won. It now has new membertde farmers to help them organize
ported meat became as expensivand new targets -- tomatoes, oniotiseir resistance movement, and
the local meat. The president alsoand rice, imported and unnecessafgtmers in nearby Congo are also
fired the Minister of Animal Hus- as Njonga believes. The tenor of thrgerested in his expertise. Chick-
bandry. These steps were enougmew campaign is that Cameroon ens are a luxury item in Cameroon
to turn the tide, with the market can take care of itself. Not it's timeonce again, as costly as they were
economy taking care of the rest. for another success story -- for  before the crisis. Consumers are
The dealers were left with their in-Njonga, for Cameroon and for Af- irate. The chicken farmers are com-
ventories of chickens, the importersca. Whether it will happen re-  plaining that, like Fridolin Mvogo,
gave up and the import business mains uncertain, because the marthey are now dependent on brand-
collapsed. Today Cameroon is virket operates under its own laws, amame chickens.Mvogo is having
tually free of chicken legs, and  experience Njonga has also madetrouble jumpstarting his production
whole, live chickens -- the ones thKiihne & Heitz, the former main once again, because these chickens
do not require a cold chain -- are importer of poultry into Cameroonare now a scarce and expensive
being sold in the markets once  now ships fish to the country. The commodity. Demand for the chick-
again. chicken legs have ended up in  ens far outpaces supply at the coun-
Ghana, where the flood of importetly's hatcheries. Mvogo must be pa-
Njonga has won his fight. With  legs threatens the livelihood of botient. He has no alternative, because
only a handful of helpers, he domestic chicken farmers and bedie wants what everyone else wants:
achieved something that is normaligrmers, whose customers are  to be one of globalization's winners
reserved for nations: to shut downchoosing cheap, imported chickenone day.
national market and immunize it over more expensive, local beef.

people living with HIV in Cameroon welcome the
move to make ARV'’s free, they are cautious aboutNfaehoussi also raised concerns about the possibility
impact of this measure. of ARV stocks running out. “When the ARV’s were
sold, the problem of stocks running out existed. Now
“We are not turning our nose up at the decision, thibad they are free, everyone will come to claim them
very good news for people living with HIV,” Nathalend this will be difficult if no measures have been put
Machoussi, the Executive Secretary of the Camenoglace.” Once patients have started taking the ARV
nian network of organisations for people living witleatment, they must take if for life. If there are any
HIV (Recap+), was quoted as saying in Mutationsntarruptions to the therapeutic protocol, the patient is
daily newspaper. She added that organisations fighekmpsed to the risk of developing resistance to the
to combat AIDS have been pushing for this measueglicine and will have to resort to more recent and
for a long time. However, Machoussi emphasisedegensive ARV's.
need to “geographically decentralise medicines whithesponse to these concerns, Olanguena Awono con-
are not available everywhere.” Although the treatmed that an inventory of ARV stocks for treating
ments have been made available for free, “ill peagportunistic infections will be carried out before the
would have to continue to pay often exorbitant traB@-of April.
port costs [to get to the treatment centres],” she said.
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GLOBAL: Monetised food aid ward Clay, senior research associin 2005.

under scrutiny ate at the Overseas Development
Www.irinnews.org Institute, a UK-based think-tank. CARE's decision came as the GAO
September 12, 2007 The "iron triangle" here refers to report criticised monetisation as

the coalition of agribusinesses, ineffective and called for an over-
JOHANNESBURG—US charity shipping companies and NGOs, thaul of the way food aid is distrib-
CARE International made headlinésbbies for food aid. uted.
last month when it said it would
turn down US government aid to "The US is under considerable pré84onetisation entails not only the
sell American food in developing sure in the WTO [World Trade or- costs of procuring, shipping and
countries. The funds generated byganisation] negotiations to end  handling food, but also the costs of
"monetisation” programmes typi- monetisation and, notably, has  marketing and selling it in recipient
cally were reinvested into other found little support amongst Afri- countries,” said the GAO.

projects. can governments. Monetisation is

not usually used as famine relief, "Furthermore, the time and exper-
The US is one of very few countridsut is an inefficient and trade- tise needed to market and sell food
that sell food aid in recipient coun-distorting form of development  abroad requires NGOs to divert re-
tries; most donors give food in kinaid." sources away from their core mis-
or supply cash to UN agencies or sions. In addition, US agencies do
NGOs for buying food on national However, the 15-member Alliancenot collect or maintain an electronic
or world markets. for Food Aid, a group that favours database on monetisation revenues,

monetisation, including US-basedand the lack of such data impedes
CARE'’s position was that moneti- NGOs Africare and World Vision, the agencies' ability to fully monitor
sation risked distorting markets inin a website article, refuted the  the degree to which revenues can
developing countries and was havelaim that monetisation destroyed cover the costs related to monetisa-
ing an overall negative effect. local agriculture and said the sale tdn."
Monetisation, or monetised food food commodities was conducted in
aid, is when food is bought at subsi-transparent manner. George Odo, a CARE official in
dised prices in the donor country Kenya said a proposal that 25 per-
and sold in the recipient country tolhe food is sold in countries that cent of the food aid dispensed by
generate funds for development are poor and depend on imports fahe US government be in cash to

projects. a substantial part of their food supbuy food for recipient countries lo-
plies. cally or regionally, which the
In a two part analysis, IRIN exam- George Bush administration had

ines the debate over monetisationin May 2007, however, the US  been promoting for the last three
and the linked issue of rising de- Government Accountability Office years, also strengthened CARE’s
mand for food for manufacturing ofGAO), an independent investiga- position.
biofuels. tive arm of Congress and congres-

sional watchdog charged with au-"We were also encouraged by the
"The CARE move is critically im- diting and evaluating government Bush administration's move to push
portant because it marks the end @rogrammes, reported that the  the proposal as part of the 2007
the so called Coalition for Food Aidhonetisation rate of non-emergenE&arm Bill, which is up for review
of NGOs, which combined with  food aid had far exceeded the minihis year ... and even the admini-
[farm] industry and shipping inter- mum requirement of 15 percent, stration recognises that reforms
ests (as the so-called iron triangleyeaching close to 70 percent in 20Bave to made to make food aid
to support US food aid," said Ed- before declining to about 50 percent (Continued on page 17)



(Continued from page 16) comes ever more important to tar-years ago during the last Farm Bill
more effective," said Odo. The get an increasingly scarce resouraeview. Andrew Natsios, the

Farm Bill, which determines US to use where it has the greatest inegency’s administrator at the time,
agricultural policy and also struc- pact: in this case, that's emergenclyad proposed that USAID use 25

tures the country's food aid pro- food aid." percent of food aid funds to buy
grammes, comes up for review and ship food procured either lo-
every five years. CARE's decision to say "no" to  cally in the recipient country, or in

monetised aid provided "additionathe region, for famine relief or in an
CARE’s move comes at atime ammunition” to those attempting temergency. "This seemingly rea-
when rising oil prices are driving areform US food aid, because "theysonable proposal was poorly sup-
growing demand for biofuel, mak- are turning down an important  ported by US NGOs, and was re-
ing "free" food aid increasingly  source of revenue that funds manyected by the Congress."
scarce. of their projects in developing
countries," noted Nicholas Minot, #he WTO is another pressure point
"Food aid is getting scarce and exsenior research fellow at the Interthat could force change. "WTO
pensive; we need to use it strategirational Food Policy Research In-members, particularly the EU, con-
cally . . . where it is needed the stitute (IFPRI), a US-based think- sider food aid that is tied to home-
most, which is in emergency situatank. country production to be a form of
tions," said CARE's Odo. "We have agricultural export subsidy," Minot
to rethink and reinvent food aid.” But, in the short term, the strengthcommented.
of agricultural interests in the US
"CARE is absolutely right,” said Congress, "in which sparsely poptAccording to the WFP, some do-
Christopher Barrett, who teaches lated agricultural states are over- nors have stopped donating food
development economics at Corneltepresented”, would override any aid in the form of commodities,
University, in New York, and is theattempts for change, he said. providing cash instead, and up to 15
co-author of the book, Food Aid percent to 25 percent of all food aid
After Fifty Years: Recasting Its  "In addition, a basic principle of is now purchased in the country or
Role. He added "increased demamablitical economy is that a small region where it is needed.
for maize and sugar for biofuel is group whose members have a large
driving up food prices and makingstake in a policy decision (e.g.  John Hoddinott, a senior research
food aid commodities more expenfarmers) will have a louder voice fellow at IFPRI, said it would be a
sive." than a large group whose membersatter of the US catching up with
have a small stake in the decisionglobal trends. "The discussions [in
In their book, Barrett and co-authafe.g. non-farming taxpayers),”  the US] have started at a technical
Daniel Maxwell, a former CARE Minot said. level, but have to get to the policy
official, estimate that it costs more level."
than two dollars of US taxpayers' Barrett, of Cornell University, said
money to deliver one dollar’'s wortlt was "too early to tell what will Odo said CARE was trying to lobby
of food procured as in-kind food emerge"”, as the Farm Bill has not private donors to make up for the
aid. yet been passed by Congress. "It'sevenue lost for its development
unlikely, unfortunately, that the  projects and hoped that "we can
Barrett told IRIN that since the fooBush proposal for 25 percent [of show a way to other NGOs."
aid budget in the US, and globallycash] ... for local and regional pur-
"will not grow by anything ap- chases will go through; there will
proaching the price increases for likely be a smaller pilot programme
commodities and the rate increasesuthorised.”
for freight - if the food aid budget
grows at all - the tonnage availabl€lay pointed out that USAID had
for shipment will surely fall. It be- tried to bring about change five
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Arts For Life: An Alternative to  months for réposer. exist: therefore will work with stu-
the ‘Summer Temptation’ dents according to their individual
PCVs of the North The Peace Corps Volunteers passions. During the seminar, the
By: Jay Fisher, Lagdo, North Prov(PCVs) of the North province havemain artistic areas which will be
ince been busy collaborating on an idefocused on are visual arts, theatri-
to combat the ‘'summer tempta- cals, recitations, dance, and vocal
The North province of Cameroon, tions.’ and musical talents. The program
which is situated between Nigeria will offer students a comfortable

and Chad, is home to a religiouslyThis August, as a follow up to lastenvironment that will be conducive
ethnically, and culturally diverse year's successful collaboration theo performance. The program is
population, including the Fulbé, th®CVs of the North will rekindle open to all levels of the lycée, be-
dominant Muslim, West African  the program ‘Les Arts Pour La  cause, after all, creativity is har-
tribe. Amongst these populations,Vie’ (Arts for Life - A4L). This bored in all ages. A4L will look to
people strive for things, such as project is a provincial collaboratioruse the older students (terminale
clean water and security, that are that is created, organized, formu- and premiére) in positions of lead-
often taken for granted by others. l#ted, and run by PCVs in the Nor#rship or facilitators of knowledge,
one were to visit the North, one province. Some are involved in and the younger students (cingiéme
would recognize the obvious consénding participants, some in find- and sixieme) for their fresh, new
guences of the harsh climate and ing funding (from sources as vari- ideas and perspectives. Students
poverty. ous as organizations both within participating in the seminar will use
Peace Corps and externally withintheir knowledge of the subjects of
These issues are not new to Caméne business community), and othHIV/AIDS, STD’s, drugs, alcohol,
oon (nor to Africa, for that matter),ers in general organization. This sexual behavior, and gender issues
but they are exacerbated by an edgear’s program, featuring all new (either previously attained, or
cational system that has over-  collaborators and locations, will learned through the seminar) and
crowded classrooms, lack of teachiravel to three separate villages apply it to their particular art of in-
ing resources (and in some caseswdthin the North and hold a three terest. The roles of the PCVs will
lack of teachers), poor working  day seminar, consisting of atwo be to provide guidance, mentorship,
conditions, and eventually a lack aday workshop and a one day festiand knowledge on the subject areas.
motivation and participation in  val, with enthusiastic artistic stu-
classes. dents of their respective lycées in Last year’s inaugural seminar was
each community. However, whenquite successful and achieved great
The students are most affected byit comes to the actual seminar, all popularity. The pressure is high,
these discouraging conditions. AsPLCVs will be present and enthusiasdt the results are guaranteed to be
result, they are often tempted to tically participating! better than the previous year; now
participate in delinquent activities that a foundation has been laid, the
such as alcohol consumption, drudg)e project will combine the crea-capabilities are endless. Les Arts
and sexual experimentation. Dur-tive personalities of the students Pour La Vie hopes to not only posi-
ing the school year, students are along with the guidance of the tively affect the participants of the
responsible for both their academiPCVs, last year’s participants, andporogram, but also to initiate better
studies and their familial obliga- community members. They will decision-making in the minds of
tions, and even though the normalwork together to create a perform-adolescents everywhere.
temptations exist, they are much ance-based seminar on the issuekditor’'s Note: Please excuse the
more difficult to access. Also, withof sex, drugs, alcohol, and genderdelay in posting this piece—if there
the scholastic year at an end, an- equality. A4L recognizes the stu- are any photos of the event, we'd
other problem is present: three  dents’ talents in whatever form thdgve to see them! ES
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Name: Is this a...
Address: New Membership?
Address cont:
Ciy. Renewal
State: Update
Zip: COSs
Home Phone:
Work Phone. Membership Type
Fax: Single
Email:

Couples/Family

Location in Cameroon:

Service Date:

Gift

Affiliation (USAID, Peace Corps, Cameroonian Citiz&tate Dept. etc.):

New RPCV

% 3 0 3
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Over the last few years the cost of printing thartprly newsletters and annual directory has irs@éaignificantly. In addition, most FOC
members now have access to the internet and haaiéaoounts. We are requesting that you accepthieanewsletter and annual directory He
sent to you electronically. You will be informed bgnail as to where you can download these docunusitig a standard web browser. The

email will also contain a password that will allgau to unlock the document. All documents will hstdbuted via Adobe PDF format. If you
do not accept electronic distribution, you will tiome to receive these documents via regular nsaiih dhe past. Please indicate your selectign
below. If accepting, please assure you enterediciemail address above

[]

| accept to receive quarterly newsletters tiwedannual directory electronically

[]

Please continue to send the quarterly newslattd annual directory via regular mail

/0 %
All Membership Dues valid for 12 months (three yegtion available: go to www.rpcv.org)
Single Membership in FOC ($15) $
4 "- 2) S 67! Single Membership in both FOC and NPCA ($50) $
$ % % )!8 , —
Couple/Family Membership in FOC ($22.50) $
Couple/Family Membership in both FOC and NPCA ($65) $
! New RPCV Membership (within one year of COS) (FREE) $
Il#$%ll & -
& & " $%(%) Donation $
Overseas Address, add $5 $
TOTAL ENCLOSED | $




% % !l ( <

)*) 8 +0538
8 4 .925 *(*

#6

) )% !

V42 "




