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www.irinnews.org 
December 17, 2007 
 
DAKAR - Critics say donors at a 
recent high-level meeting failed to 
make firm funding commitments 
for improving education, particu-
larly in impoverished, fragile and 
war-torn countries, making it 
highly unlikely the world will meet 
ambitious education goals by the 
2015 deadline. 
 
“I cannot be very optimistic,” 
Koïchiro Matsuura, director-
general of the UN Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organiza-
tion (UNESCO), said at a press 
conference on 13 December in the 
Senegalese capital, Dakar, at the 
close of the three-day meeting of 
the High-Level Group on Educa-
tion for All, which brought to-
gether education ministers, donors 
and development partners. 
 
While developing countries agreed 
to allocate 10 percent of budgets to 
education, donor countries could 
not agree to include a specific per-
centage of budgets for education 
aid, instead pledging “to work to 
maintain and increase levels of 
funding to education” and to priori-

tise low-income, fragile and emer-
gency and conflict-affected states. 
 
“Obviously it’s a major disappoint-
ment that we don’t have a commit-
ment to achieve a particular 
amount,” said Nicholas Burnett, 
director of the 2008 Education for 
All Global Monitoring Report, 
which identified an annual US$11 
billion funding gap in external aid 
for education in order to reach the 
goals in time. 
 
In the past, “commitments and 
promises [from donors] were not 
held,” said Samou Salimata, who 
oversees the global Education for 
All programme in Burkina Faso, 
the world’s least-developed coun-
try, according to the UN’s latest 
human development report. “No 
measures were taken here so that 
the same thing [doesn’t happen 
again],” she told IRIN outside the 
deliberation room. 
 
At the World Education Forum in 
2000, 164 countries agreed to an 
“Education for All” (EFA) move-
ment to dramatically improve edu-
cation by 2015. The movement fo-
cuses on six goals, two of which 
were later adopted as Millennium 

Development Goals: improving 
early childhood education, achiev-
ing universal primary education, 
meeting the learning needs of 
young people and adults, reaching a 
50 percent improvement in adult 
literacy, eliminating gender dispari-
ties in primary and secondary 
schools, and improving the quality 
of education. 
 
While there has been substantial 
progress since then, it has not been 
fast enough. According to the 
Global Monitoring Report, if cur-

(Continued on page 15) 
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Cameroon Connection is the newsletter of the 
Friends of Cameroon (FOC). It is published 
quarterly and distributed to members. Readers 
are invited to submit articles and other infor-
mation about Cameroon. Submissions must 
arrive by the first day of the last month of 
each quarter for inclusion in the next issue. 
 
Emma Stephens, Editor, Layout 
Steven Durbano, Editor 
 
FOC was founded in 1988 as a collection of 
individuals who are interested in the people 
and culture of Cameroon. FOC seeks to assist 
Cameroonians in Cameroon by funding in-
country activities, to assist Cameroonians in 
the U.S., to inform and educate Americans 
about Cameroon and to assist members to 
renew linkages with Cameroon and with those 
with whom they have lived and worked. 
 
Board of Directors/Activity Liaison 
 
President 
 Bill Strassberger (301) 890-6888 
Vice President/Development Projects 
 Margaret Equopi Bate (218) 575-9345 
Treasurer 
 Lisa Reeves Zenner (510) 769-7310 
Secretary/Worldwide Schools Liaison 
 Judy Kallal (307) 634-2816 
Member-at-Large/Newsletter Coordinator 
 Steven Durbano (858) 780-2570 
 
Send hardcopy, FAX or email material to  
Cameroon Connection at: 
 
Friends of Cameroon 
13201 Stravinsky Drive 
Silver Spring, MD 20904 
 
Http://friendsofcameroon.org 
Email: newsletter@friendsofcameroon.org 
 
FOC membership dues are $15 per year.  
Joint membership with the National Peace 
Corps Association is $50 per year. Overseas 
members, add $5. 
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This newsletter editor has finally caught up with all 

the PC Cameroon cyberspace action and would like to 
draw your attention to our website  
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and we also need to tell you that 
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Each piece is enough cloth for one woman’s outfit or 2 
to 3 men’s jumpers. The cloth also makes a creative 
table cloth, window curtain, wall decoration, and 
more. The pagne project helps to fund development 
projects in Cameroon, including four HIV/AIDS edu-
cation projects that FOC funded in 2006. 
 
We arranged for another printing of the pagnes in 
Cameroon and have a limited number available. Since 
they sold out last time, do not delay to place an orders. 
The price is $38 plus $6 shipping per piece.  
 
Ordering information  
To order the cloth, which will ship immediately, send a 
check for the number of pieces you would like made 
out to “Friends of Cameroon.”  
 
Please send payment to: 
FOC Pagne 
13201 Stravinsky Drive 
Silver Spring, MD 20904 
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Cameroon's Malabo Rescue  
Mission 
www.bbc.co.uk 
December 10, 2007 
 
Cameroon is sending a delegation 
to Equatorial Guinea to resolve the 
fate of thousands of its nationals 
besieged at its diplomatic missions 
for a week. 
 
Tensions rose after two armed bank 
robberies in the town of Bata, in 
which a bystander was killed, 
which the authorities blamed on 
Cameroonians. 
 
Security forces raided Cameroonian 
homes, prompting thousands to 
seek refuge at their embassy and 
consulate. 
 
The incident led to attacks on stu-
dents from Equatorial Guinea in 
Cameroon. 
 
The BBC's Randy Joe Sa'ah in 
Yaounde says scores of Equatorial-
Guinean students have been flown 
back home after being chased out of 
their hostels by irate Cameroonians 
avenging the harassment of their 
compatriots. 
 
Most of the besieged Cameroonians 
are at their consulate on the 
mainland town of Bata but the em-
bassy in the capital, Malabo, is also 
giving refuge to more than 1,000 
Cameroonian residents on the is-
land of Bioko. 
 
An official at Cameroon's Foreign 
Ministry told the Reuters news 
agency that the Equatorial Guinea 
authorities routinely blame foreign-

ers for crimes. 
 
"Following the robberies, the au-
thorities in Equatorial Guinea, as is 
always the case, pointed an accus-
ing finger at all foreigners in the 
country, with Cameroonians seem-
ingly being the prime target," 
Reuters quoted the official as say-
ing. 

Thousands of Cameroonians are 
among the foreign nationals who 
have settled in Equatorial Guinea, 
particularly since the discovery of 
large oil and gas deposits in the 
mid-1990s launched a wave of eco-
nomic development. 
 
The former Spanish colony has 
been ruled since 1979 by President 
Teodoro Obiang Nguema Mbasogo, 
who seized power from his uncle in 
a coup. 
 
Two Shot in Cameroon Taxi Riot 
www.bbc.co.uk 
October 16, 2007 
 
BAMENDA — Police have shot 
dead at least two motorcycle taxi-
drivers at a protest against police 
abuses in north-west Cameroon, 
local residents say. 
 
Drivers had invaded the centre of 
the town of Bamenda to protest at 

the alleged severe beating of a col-
league detained at a police check-
point. 
 
When police tried to clear away the 
demonstrators' barricades, stones 
were thrown and police replied with 
gunfire. 
 
Thousands joined the protest to de-
mand an end to extortion, witnesses 
say. 
 
A pregnant woman was also 
wounded in the shooting and some 
reports say three taxi-drivers were 
killed. 
 
The protests began on Tuesday 
morning after the detention of a 
driver on Monday at a checkpoint 
where he was reportedly stopped 
for not having the right papers. 
 
It seems the people want the police 
to pay for the killings an aide to the 
governor of North-West Province, 
speaking on condition of anonymity 
 
"He was thoroughly beaten until he 
lost consciousness and one of his 
eyes," one Bamenda resident, who 
asked not to be named, was quoted 
as saying by Reuters news agency. 
 
"His colleagues went to the police 
station to seek his release but the 
police used tear gas to chase them 
away. 
 
"They then invaded the town, 
mounting roadblocks and blocking 
the traffic. When the security forces 
came out to lift the roadblocks, they 
threw stones at them and the police 

(Continued on page 4) 
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fired at them in retaliation." 
 
An aide to the governor of North-
West Province, who asked not to be 
named, confirmed there had been a 
"popular upheaval downtown" but 
could not confirm the deaths. 
 
"The situation is very tense here 
now," the aide added, requesting 
anonymity. 
 
"It seems the people want the police 
to pay for the killings." 
 
A local journalist told AFP news 
agency that passions among drivers 
were high because police harass-
ment of taxi-drivers had been grow-
ing in recent days. 
 
The drivers are known locally as 
benskinners because passengers 
have to "bend their skin" to climb 
on to the motorcycles. 
 
Anger at Cameroon third term 
hint 
www.bbc.co.uk 
January 2, 2008 
 
Opposition parties and non-
governmental groups in Cameroon 
have criticised President Paul Biya's 
intention to amend the country's 
constitution. 
 
In a new year message Mr Biya 
hinted he would change a clause 
that limits the head of state to two 
terms in office. 
 
The amendment would open the 
way for him to run for president 
again in 2011, should he choose to. 
 
President Biya said his government 
would respond to popular demands 

(Continued from page 3) for a change to the constitution. 
 
"Many calls in favour of a revision 
are reaching me from all our prov-
inces - I am obviously not indiffer-
ent to them," the president said. 
 
Opposition parties described such 
an initiative as an attempt of ma-
nipulating public opinion and a 
threat to the country's peace. 
 
President Biya, who came to power 
in 1982, revised the constitution 12 
years ago, extending the presiden-
tial term of office from five to 
seven years. 
 
Mr Biya's Democratic Rally of the 
Cameroonian People (RDPC) won 
at least 152 of the 180 National As-
sembly seats in elections in July, in 
which opposition parties alleged 
"massive fraud". 
 
Yar’Adua Says Nigeria ‘Duty 
Bound' to Respect Bakassi Ruling 
Sapa-AFP 
December 11, 2007 
 
Nigerian President Umaru 
Yar'Adua Tuesday said his country 
was duty bound to comply with a 
ruling of the International Court of 
Justice ordering the transfer of the 
disputed potentially oil-rich Bakassi 
peninsula to neighbouring Camer-
oon. 
 
"Having submitted to the jurisdic-
tion of the ICJ, Nigeria became 
duty bound to respect its judgement 
of 10 October, 2002 which confers 
the sovereignty of Cameroon over 
the Bakassi peninsula," Yar'Adua 
said in a letter to the senate. 
 
The Nigerian senate last month 
asked Yar'Adua to halt the transfer 

of the peninsula to Cameroon until 
an agreement is ratified by all 
Nigerian lawmakers that the terri-
tory should be handed over to the 
central African country. 
 
The senate alleged that former 
President Olusegun Obasanjo took 
a unilateral decision in ceding the 
disputed territory following an 
agreement reached in New York in 
June 2006. 
 
"The president should submit the 
agreement to the National Assem-
bly for scrutiny without further de-
lay to determine whether or not it is 
in the interest of Nigeria to ratify 
the agreement", the senate said in a 
resolution. 
 
Obasanjo has however faulted the 
senate's claim that the agreement 
was not forwarded to parliament for 
ratification. He made public in the 
press a copy of the letter informing 
the senate about the agreement. 
 
The 1,000-square-kilometre (620-
square-mile) potentially oil-rich 
Bakassi peninsula was officially 
handed over to Cameroon in Au-
gust 2006, in compliance with the 
ICJ ruling and UN-brokered dead-
line. 
 
Before the handover, Obasanjo and 
Cameroon President Paul Biya 
signed an agreement in New York 
in the presence of then UN secre-
tary general Kofi Annan on June 
12, 2006 to honour the ICJ ruling. 
 
Yaounde took Abuja to the ICJ in 
The Hague in 1994 and after years 
of legal wrangling the court in Oc-
tober 2002 ruled in favour of 
Cameroon. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Nigeria initially rejected the ICJ 
ruling, saying that it did not take 
into account the interests of Nigeri-
ans living in Bakassi. 
 
The United Nations intervened and 
the two countries set up a UN-
chaired joint commission to resolve 
the conflict. 
 
Cameroon Buries Crash Victims 
AFP 
December 2, 2007 
 
NAIROBI — Unidentified victims 
of last May’s Kenyan Airways 
crash that killed 169 people were 
buried in Cameroon, an airline 
spokesman said on Saturday. 
 
A total of 24 bodies were buried in 
the Cameroonian town of Douala 
on Thursday, at a ceremony at-
tended by relatives of those victims 
whose bodies had never been iden-
tified, KA spokesman Michael Ok-
wiri told AFP. 
 
"They were buried in cemetry next 
to Douala airport," said Okwiri. 
 
"Most of the families of the 24 at-
tended the ceremony in Douala," he 
added. 
 
Among those buried was the pilot 
of flight KQ 507, which crashed 
shortly after taking off from Camer-
oon’s Douala airport on May 5, 
killing all those on board. 
 
In Kenya meanwhile, the remains 
of eight of the crew members ar-
rived in the Nairobi on Saturday 
and were the focus of a ceremony at 
Jomo Kenyatta International Air-
port. 

(Continued from page 4)  
"The remains of other nationalities 
are in the process of being trans-
ported to the respective countries," 
said Okwiri. 
 
Kenya Airways flight KQ 507 had 
started its journey to Nairobi in 
Abidjan, Ivory Coast. 
 
Investigators are still piecing to-
gether details from aircraft’s voice 
and date recorders in a bid to under-
stand the final seconds of the Boe-
ing 737-800’s flight. 
 
"I would like to ask that we give the 
Kenyan and Cameroonian govern-
ments time, as they are doing all 
they can to get to the bottom of it. 
And once we find out we will in-
form you," said the airline’s chief 
Titus Naikuni. 
 
African airlines represent 4.5 per-
cent of world traffic but represented 
34 percent of accidents in 2005, 
according to figures from the Afri-
can Airlines Association (AFRAA). 
 
The European Union last year pub-
lished a black list of companies 
banned from its airspace, including 
85 African companies out of a total 
of 92.  In January 2000, a Kenya 
Airways Airbus crashed into the sea 
after taking off from Abidjan air-
port, killing 169 passengers and 
crew. 
 
Country to Electrify Chadian  
Border Villages 
Lukong Pius Nyuylime 
Cameroon Tribune 
October 24, 2007 
 
YAOUNDE — The hypothetical 
foundation stone on the Cameroon-
Chad Electric Interconnection and 

Electrification of Cross border Lo-
calities projects was laid yesterday 
in Yaounde following the signing 
of the protocol agreement between 
the Ministers in charge of electric-
ity of the two countries for the exe-
cution of the projects. 
 
The protocol agreement on which 
Cameroon's Minister of Energy and 
Water, Jean Bernard Sindeu and 
Chadian Minister of State, Minister 
of Mines and Energy, Mahamat Ali 
Abdallah Nassour, affixed their sig-
natures, states inter alia the commit-
ments of the two countries to ensur-
ing the execution of the projects 
which seem to be long overdue fol-
lowing their initiation 20 years ago. 
 
The commitments which will be 
epitomised by the carrying out stud-
ies on the projects and piloting 
works of consultants and contrac-
tors in conformity with the proce-
dures accepted by lending agencies 
cover two main projects: the Cam-
eroon-Chad Electric Interconnec-
tion and the electrification of 12 
cross border towns and localities. 
While observers are questioning 
how Cameroon, which is presently 
unable to satisfy the increasing en-
ergy demand for its people could be 
exporting energy to another coun-
try, the Chadian Minister of State, 
Minister of Mines and Energy, ex-
pressed his satisfaction as the pro-
jects are of triple importance to his 
country. 
 
"The two projects will create em-
ployment for Chad, help in the fight 
against poverty and facilitate sub 
regional integration", he told press-
men after the signing ceremony. In 
the same vein, Minister Jean Ber-
nard Sindeu dismissed fears that the 

(Continued on page 6) 
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projects will further worsen Camer-
oon's energy situation.  
 
"By constructing a new hydro elec-
tric dam and rehabilitating the ex-
isting one, Cameroon will equally 
be boosting its energy supply", he 
said. In effect, within the frame-
work of these projects, Cameroon 
envisages to build a dam at Wara in 
the Adamawa province which will 
supplement the northern intercon-
nected network and Chad will be 
supplied with 15 to 20 megawatts 
of energy. The Lagdo dam will 
equally be rehabilitated. The vil-
lages to benefit from the cross bor-
der electrification are: Lere and 
Pala, Bongor, Datcheka, Fianga, 
Tikem, Gounougaya, Binder, 
Bidzar, Dana, Doukoula, Boboyo 
and Manay, and Mindjivin. 
 
The two Ministers are expected to 
immediately get into action as from 
next week by presenting the pro-
jects to the African Development 
Bank for financing. The hopes ac-
cording to Minister Mahamat Ali 
Abdallah Nassour are that the pro-
jects finally see the light of day lat-
est 2014. Management is fully in 
the hands of the two States which 

will set up an Inter-State Commit-
tee and Technical Support Units to 
that effect. 
 
Cameroon's Economic Capital 

(Continued from page 5) Rated Africa's Most Expensive 
City 
Ntaryike Divine 
Voice of America 
December 6, 2007 
  
DOUALA — A recent worldwide 
survey ranks Douala, Cameroon, as 
the most expensive city in Africa. 
Douala is the seat of most of the 
country’s trade and industry but 
suffers from poor infrastructure, 
chaotic growth and a soaring popu-
lation, estimated at three million 
inhabitants. It contributes more than 
80 percent to Cameroon’s national 
earnings. 
 
Voice of America English to Africa 
Service reporter Ntaryike Divine in 
Douala, says many might be sur-
prised to see Douala ranked as Af-
rica’s most expensive city, rather 
than Lagos or Johannesburg. But 
the Canadian group, Mercer Human 
Resources Consulting, named 
Douala in its 2007 worldwide cost 
of living survey. 
 
It’s not the most expensive world-
wide. That would be Moscow, 
named for the second year in a row. 
Selections are based on the cost of 
housing, transportation, food, cloth-
ing and entertainment. 
 
Douala comes in a distant 24th after 
the likes of Moscow and London 
but still tops the African list of the 
world’s 50 most expensive cities. 
Others are Dakar, Senegal, and 
Abidjan, Ivory Coast. 
 
The survey covers 143 cities across 
six continents. It’s intended to 
guide multinational companies, dip-
lomatic services, foreign missions, 
and governments in the allocation 
of salaries and compensation allow-

ances to protect the purchasing 
power of their employees serving 
abroad. 
 
Alan Shepherd is the branch man-
ager of the British Council in 
Douala. He says he had to make 
deep cuts in his personal spending 
after moving here a year ago. 
 
“This is the first time I’ve been in 
Africa. So all I can say is that the 
actual cost of living in Douala sur-
prised me. It was higher than I had 
thought it was going to be, to be 
honest. If you take what we call an 
economic basket of goods, if you 
include in that supermarket prices, 
restaurant prices, things like taxes, 
then they’re all considerably high.” 
 
Reactions to the survey have been 
varied here. Many residents call the 
city a “ramshackle” and wonder 
how it could be ranked the most 
expensive in Africa. Others agree 
with Mercer Human Resources 
Consulting. They say the cost of 
everything from bread to fuel has 
increased steadily over the years. 
 
Gordon Harry Bristol is Nigeria’s 
consul general in Douala. He says 
the city is expensive because it’s 
the country’s economic hub. 
 
“If you take all the indices for 
measuring costs of living, I think 
that Douala ranks very high on 
every one of them [including] the 
cost of housing, the cost of trans-
portation, even food that is sup-
posed to be plentiful here in Camer-
oon. You find that if you want to 
dine out in a decent restaurant, you 
pay much more in Douala than you 
would in some African cities. Com-
pared to Lagos, which by Nigerian 

(Continued on page 7) 
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standards is very expensive, I think 
that Douala is more expensive be-
cause I’ve had the privilege of tak-
ing people out to dinner, and by the 
time I converted the expenses, I 
was shocked.” 
 
Other expatriates note that it’s com-
monplace to spend about 500 dol-
lars for an evening’s entertainment 
– and that if they go out once a 
week, they have virtually nothing 
left at the end of the month. They 
say they can’t save much while liv-
ing in Douala. 
 
Housing is also expensive, at least 
for an ordinary citizen. An apart-
ment with bedroom and living room 
costs up to 100.000 FCFA – or 200 
dollars – a month. 
 
Taxi fares go beyond the set rate. 
Commuters competing for taxis 
during rush hour have given rise to 
higher prices. Cab drivers also say 
they are charging higher rates to 
cover the soaring cost of fuel. 
 
Consul General Gordon Harry Bris-
tol says merchants raise their prices 
to take advantage of Western expa-
triates, who are often seen as spend-
thrifts, “most of the expatriates are 
paid in foreign exchange, in hard 
currency, and when they convert it 
to local currency, these expenses 
amount to nothing.” 
 
Bristol says the high price of living 
might go down if some of the in-
dustries and their expatriate em-
ployees were moved outside the 
city. Others say that in order to 
make prices drop, Cameroon must 
supply consumers with cheaper 
forms of electricity, fuel, public 
transportation and housing. A gov-

(Continued from page 6) ernment commission is at work 
suggesting reforms aimed at cutting 
costs. Politicians are also proposing 
tax cuts that could help attract in-
vestors and increase competition 
among businesses in the city. Else-
where, if feasibility studies for a 
new hydro-electricity dam are ac-
cepted, electricity costs could drop. 
In the meantime, the government is 
helping reduce the cost of homes 
with a project to build low-cost 
houses on the outskirts of Douala. 
 
Germany writes off Cameroon's 
$1.2-billion debt 
Xinhua News Agency  
December 22, 2007  
 
The Cameroonian and German gov-
ernments signed an agreement Fri-
day to write off more than 1.2 bil-
lion U.S. dollars of debt owed by 
the West African country. 
 
Germany decided to exempt Cam-
eroon from its debt of 530 billion 
CFA francs (1.23 billion dollars) 
after the country met conditions 
under the Enhanced Heavily In-
debted Poor Countries (HIPC) ini-
tiative in May 2006. 
 
The debt mainly came from the 
country's infrastructure construc-
tion, including such projects as 
Yaounde Airport, Douala Port, na-
tional railways and the state televi-
sion station complex. 
 
The HIPC initiative was launched 
by the World Bank and the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund in 1996, aim-
ing to create a framework in which 
all creditors, including multilateral 
creditors, could provide debt relief 
to the world's poorest and most 
heavily indebted countries. 
 

Microsoft Partners With Schools 
for IT Development 
Christopher Jator Njechu & Walter 
Wilson Nana 
The Post (via AllAfrica.com) 
December 21, 2007 
 
BUEA — The Chairman of Micro-
soft Africa Zone, Dr. Cheick 
Modibo Diarra, has said his com-
pany would soon develop and 
launch a communication satellite 
for Africa as part of responsibility 
the outfit shoulders. 
 
The innovation falls in line with the 
company's commitment to provide 
a fast Internet connection to meet 
up with the continent's ever-
increasing use of Information and 
Communication Technology, ICT, 
tools. 
 
It was outlined that such a space 
instrument would, to a larger ex-
tent, serve in the transmission of 
mobile phone signals as well as ra-
dio and television waves, thereby 
improving upon communication 
networking within the continent and 
beyond. 
 
To this effect, a partnership accord 
was on Thursday, December 14, 
signed between the Microsoft Com-
pany and University of Yaounde I 
to lay the groundwork for research 
towards the development of the 
communication spacecraft. 
 
Cheick Modibo Diarra signed on 
behalf of his company meanwhile 
the Rector of the University of 
Yaounde I, Dr. Dorothy Limunga 
Njeuma, reached the agreement on 
behalf of the National Advanced 
School of Engineering, a profes-
sional institution under the Univer-

(Continued on page 8) 
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sity of Yaounde I. 
 
The accord was reached thanks to 
the MTN project dubbed "School 
Connectivity" which seeks to en-
able the outfit effect and equip mul-
timedia centres in university institu-
tions, high schools and colleges 
around the world. 
 
According to terms of the accord, 
the communication company would 
not only effect or supply ICT tools 
(computers) to multimedia centres 
but would equally proffer the 
know-how on their use in the do-
mains of research that effectively 
lays the groundwork for a satellite 
development by Africans them-
selves. 
 
The objective is to help teachers 
develop pedagogic softwares for 
schools while also enabling them to 
prepare their courses and make 
evaluations. 
 
Speaking at the occasion, Dr. 
Njeuma expressed joy towards the 
honour given her as shown by the 
choice of her University by Micro-
soft to establish cooperation, which 
she said has come to last. She said 
the gesture would contribute greatly 
to understanding the potential as 
well as development of ICTs teach-
ing. 
 
Some 40 teachers from some Gov-
ernment High Schools received at-
testations after completing a train-
ing course to that effect. The course 
was jointly organised by the Micro-
soft management and Cameroon Oil 
Transportation Company, COTCO. 
 
Meanwhile, Diarra, also signed a 
partnership deal with one of Camer-

(Continued from page 7) oon's leading IT institutions, AD-
COME.After officially co-
launching the multimedia centre of 
College de la Retraite in Yaounde, 
Friday, December 14, with the 
Arch-Bishop of Yaounde, Mgr. 
Felix Tonye Bakot, the Deputy 
CEO of MTN Cameroon, Jean 
Claude Ottou and the Executive 
Director of ADCOME, Roland 
Kwemain, the one time Director of 
NASA quickly moved ahead to 
clinch a deal with ADCOME. 
 
According to Kwemain, ADCOME 
IT Training Centre in Buea will be-
come a certified Microsoft IT 
Academy. "Cameroonians will have 
the opportunity to do certified Mi-
crosoft Examinations with AD-
COME, without having to spend 
much to go abroad," Kwemain said. 
 
The partnership deal highlights an 
improved educational content and 
software of ADCOME's activities, 
especially in the School Connec-
tivity Programme, which have been 
installed in more than thirty secon-
dary and high schools in Cameroon. 
 
Kwemain added that the newfound 
relationship with Microsoft would 
enable ADCOME to run a com-
puter laboratory and content. "This 
will reduce the financial burden on 
schools and other education-related 
institutions interested in the busi-
ness of internet connections and 
content," he explained. 
 
While launching the multimedia 
centre of College de la Retraite, 
Kwemain brought to the fore the 
inevitable role and resources of Mi-
crosoft and the MTN School Con-
nectivity Programme in the entire 
processes his institution has gone 
through in setting up the more than 

30 multimedia centres across Cam-
eroon. "Thanks to these relation-
ships, we've reached more than 
75,000 students and 4,500 teachers 
in secondary and high schools in 
Cameroon," he revealed. 
 
Microsoft, the leader in the field of 
IT worldwide, has identified in 
MTN Cameroon and ADCOME, 
the leading strands to reach to a 
greater part of Cameroonians so as 
to place the numerous opportunities 
Microsoft offers. 
 
Manu Dibango Fetes  
Golden Jubilee 
Kini Nsom 
The Post (via AllAfrica.com) 
December 20, 2007 
 
BUEA — Cameroonian-born 
France-based ace musician, Manu 
Dibango, arrives in the country to-
day Monday, December 17 at the 
start of weeklong activities to mark 
the Golden Jubilee of his musical 
career. 
 
The 74-year-old saxophonist and 
Cameroons' foremost musical star 
will be received in audience by the 
Minister of Culture, Madam Tutu 
Muna, shortly after his arrival in 
Yaounde. 
 
Prime Minister, Chief Ephraim 
Enoni and the Government Dele-
gate to the Yaounde Urban Council, 
Gilbert Tsimi Evouna, are also ex-
pected to receive the artist. 
 
Festivities marking Manu's musical 
career will culminate in a grand 
concert at the National Museum in 
Yaounde on December 22.Other 
renowned musicians like Ben 
Decca, Petit Pays, Ama Pierrot, 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Ethnic violence: Why Kenya is 
not another Rwanda 
Scott Baldauf 
Christian Science Monitor 
January 3, 2008 
 
The ethnic violence that has killed 
more than 300 people since last 
Thursday's disputed presidential 
election has come as a shock for 
many here in East Africa's most sta-
ble and prosperous country. 
 
It carries echoes of Rwanda's 1994 
genocide in which more than 
800,000 Tutsis were slaughtered in 
100 days and it is prompting a 
flurry of diplomatic activity. 
 
While President Mwai Kibaki and 
his populist rival Raila Odinga were 
accusing one another of stoking the 
ethnic strife, Kenya suffered its 
worst outbreak of violence yet on 
Tuesday. An estimated 30 Kenyans 
of the Kikuyu ethnic group – many 
of them children – were burned 
alive after taking shelter from a 
mob in a church in the western 
town of Eldoret. 
 
"If you look at what happened in 
Eldoret, it's genocidal," says Abdul-
lah Ahmed Nasir, a political ob-
server and former chair of the Law 
Society of Kenya. "It has echoes of 
Rwanda, and this could be the start 

of a wave of revenge. If people are 
killing Kikuyus because they are 
Kikuyus, then definitely it will 
spread elsewhere to other [ethnic] 
communities." 
 
"The only way to stop this is for 
[Kibaki] and [Odinga] to agree on a 
way forward," Mr. Nasir adds. "If 
they can agree to an interim govern-
ment, and then hold elections again 
in one year's time, then all this 
could stop." 
 
But getting these two men to agree 
will take international pressure, Na-
sir adds. "If Kibaki is pushed to 
talk, and if the international com-
munity can put pressure on Raila, 
they can agree to meet, and move 
toward a solution." 
 
In an apparent olive branch to Od-
inga, Kibaki invited all members of 
the new opposition-dominated par-
liament to a meeting Wednesday at 
State House in Nairobi. But no op-
position MPs attended as Odinga 
demanded outside mediation. 
 
British Prime Minister Gordon 
Brown said Wednesday that Ghana-
ian President and African Union 
Chairman John Kufuor would go 
and would meet Kibaki and Odinga 
on Thursday. 
 
Kibaki's tenuous hold on power 
took a shock Tuesday, as Kenya's 
chief election official, Samuel Ki-
vuitu, admitted that he was "under 
pressure" to pronounce Kibaki the 
winner on Sunday, and that he did 
"not know whether Kibaki won the 
election." 
 

"We are the culprits as a commis-
sion," Mr. Kivuitu told reporters 
Tuesday, after meeting with the 22 
other members of the Electoral 
Commission of Kenya. "We have to 
leave it to an independent group to 
investigate what actually went 
wrong." 
 
On Tuesday, chief European Union 
election observer Alexander 
Lambsdorff also delivered a blow 
to Kibaki's legitimacy as president, 
by announcing that he and his ob-
server group noticed significant ir-
regularities in the way in which the 
election results were tabulated by 
Kenya's election workers, and thus, 
had "doubts about the results." 
 
The overtones of Rwanda's 1994 
genocide are ominous, but Kenya's 
ethnic strife differs from that of 
Rwanda in crucial ways. 
 
The Rwandan genocide had been 
planned well in advance. State radio 
had demonized the economically 
powerful Tutsi minority for years, 
and after the apparent assassination 
of President Juvenal Habyarimina, 
that same state radio urged Rwan-
dan Hutus to kill Tutsis in large 
numbers. 
 
Hutus were supplied with machetes 
to do the job, urged on by local of-

(Continued on page 10) 
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ficials – and even parish priests – to 
not rest until "the work was done." 
 
Kenya's ethnic strife, by contrast, is 
being carried out on a much smaller 
scale by many different actors. 
Much of the violence is focused on 
the economically and politically 
dominant Kikuyu group, but the 
attacks lack the Rwandan geno-
cide's organization and preparation, 
and there is no evidence that Ken-
yan officials are organizing it. To 
the contary, all TV and radio sta-
tions have been temporarily forbid-
den to broadcast live and all news is 
heavily censored for the time being. 
The danger in Kenya, however, lies 
in the intransigence of the two main 
leaders, both of whom claim to be 
president after last week's vote. 
 
Raila Odinga has called for his sup-
porters to hold a mass rally on 
Thursday in Uhuru Park in the cen-
ter of Nairobi. A similar rally was 
effectively shut down by Kenyan 
police and paramilitary forces, who 
closed all routes into the city, de-
clared a city wide curfew, and an-
nounced shoot-to-kill orders for sol-
diers stationed around the slum 
neighborhood of Kibera, which 
forms Odinga's main support base. 
 
In Kibera itself, residents predicted 
that the country would erupt into 
further violence if Odinga's rally is 
banned. "If people are not given the 
chance to go to Uhuru park to hear 
what Raila has to say, there will be 
a lot of fire in the country tomor-
row," says Peter Obuto, a civil ser-
vant. But if they are allowed to 
gather, "when Raila tells the people 
to cool down, they will do it." 
 
The streets of Kibera have become 

(Continued from page 9) an obstacle course of charred cars 
and minivans. Prices for milk and 
bread have doubled, and cooking 
fuel is simply not to be found. "The 
food sold in Kibera comes from the 
Kikuyu people, and they are really 
helping us," says Mr. Obutu. "But 
because of the perception that the 
Kikuyus don't want to give up 
power, the Luos, Kalingens, Lu-
hyas, Kissis, and Kambas are gang-
ing up on them. And we, the com-
mon people, are suffering." 
 
As Obuto speaks, a crowd gathers 
to talk to a visiting reporter. But 
within minutes, a gang armed with 
machetes walks up, and shouts at 
the crowd to disperse. "Disperse 
immediately, or we will burn that 
car," a man shouts in Swahili. 
 
A few miles away, close to Uhuru 
Park, Father Francis gives advice to 
parishioners who are deeply trou-
bled by the violence and looking for 
their church to lend its help for 
peace. 
 
"It is not enough to kneel and pray," 
he says. "We tell parishioners that 
whatever they do, they must do 
something that will affect peace 
somehow." 
 
WEST AFRICA: Slight drop in 
malnutrition but food remains 
scarce 
www.irinnews.org 
December 18, 2007 
 
DAKAR — With levels of malnu-
trition in West Africa slightly lower 
in 2007 than the previous year, the 
overall amount of money aid or-
ganisations are requesting from do-
nors for the 2008 Consolidated Ap-
peal Process (CAP) for the sub-
region is also lower, UN officials 

say. 
 
“There is less of a malnutrition cri-
sis this year but [structural] prob-
lems of food security are still a seri-
ous concern,” Hervé Ludovic de 
Lys the regional head of the UN’s 
Office for the Coordination of Hu-
manitarian Affairs told IRIN at the 
launch of the 2008 CAP which 
called on donors to provide funds 
for projects costing a total of $312 
million. 
 
“The good news is that improving 
food security is cheaper than treat-
ing malnutrition,” he said. 
 
The largest part of the 2008 CAP, 

which is almost $40 million less 
than in 2007, concerns projects re-
lated to food security as well as nu-
trition. 
 
The region still has the highest un-
der-five mortality rate in the world 
with some 1.5 million children un-
der five in Niger, Mauritania, Mali, 
Chad and Burkina Faso suffering 
from acute under-nutrition, the UN 
World Food Programme deputy re-
gional director Christine van Nieu-
wenhuyse said at the 2008 CAP 
launch. “The levels are even worse 
than in Darfur,” she said. 
 

(Continued on page 11) 
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But in recent years donors and aid 
groups in West Africa have worked 
together better to address the causes 
of malnutrition, Ludovic de Lys 
said. The solution is not just a mat-
ter of setting up more nutritional 
feeding centres but ensuring that 
mother’s breast feed their infants 
longer and practice good hygiene as 
well as improving access to clean 
water and health services. 
 
“We have definitely seen results,” 
Ludovic de Lys said. 
 
The last crop harvests were also 
generally good in West Africa, 
WFP’s Van Nieuwonhuyse said 
although there are hidden food 
shortages in some areas. 
 
A current rise in the price of cereals 
around the world is further threat-
ening food security in the region, 
she said. “Families are paying 
higher prices for food but they 
don’t have the means to pay more.” 
 
WFP is also paying higher prices 
for food aid but it does not have 
more money to cover the added 
costs. “That could mean less food 
for fewer beneficiaries,” she said. 
 
GLOBAL: More extreme 
weather in poorer countries 
www.irinnews.org 
December 11, 2007 
 
BALI — Developing countries top 
a 2008 Climate Risk Index released 
in the Indonesian island of Bali, 
where the United Nations climate 
change conference is taking place. 
 
The index shows that less devel-
oped countries often suffer more 
from storms, floods and extreme 

(Continued from page 10) weather than industrialised coun-
tries, according to Germanwatch, 
the development non-governmental 
organisation that produced the 
study. 
 
The findings of the index should 
give impetus to the negotiations in 
Bali to draw up a new climate deal 
to cut greenhouse gas emissions, 
and at the same time draw attention 
to helping poorer countries adapt to 
the effects of climate change, said 
Sven Harmeling, senior advisor on 
climate and development at Ger-
manwatch. 
 
Munich Reinsurance, one of the 
world's biggest insurance compa-
nies, provided the data for the 
study, based on weather events in 
2006. 
 
The insurance company, along with 
the UN University Institute for En-
vironment and Human Security, the 
World Bank, the UK-based Tyndall 
Centre for Climate Change Re-
search and India's Tata Energy Re-
search Institute, also launched an 
initiative at the conference to raise 
funds for climate insurance for the 
poor in the developing countries. 
 
Thomas Loster, managing director 
of the Munich Reinsurance Founda-
tion, said climate-risk insurance 
was an important tool for helping 
the poor adapt to climate change. 
"The Munich Climate Insurance 
Initiative was officially presented to 
the conference and, subject to en-
dorsement, will seek to raise money 
from industrialised countries to un-
derwrite insurance for the affected 
poor in the developing countries." 
 
The World Bank noted in its flag-
ship report in 2007 that the lack of 

subsidies or at least start-up costs, 
had prevented several pilot initia-
tives to reduce uninsured risks in 
smallholder agriculture from taking 
off. 
 
The Philippines, the Democratic 
Republic of Korea and Indonesia 
top the 2006 Climate Risk Index 
list, while Honduras, Nicaragua and 
Bangladesh get the top three slots 
on a list ranking the impact of ex-
treme weather events from 1997 to 
2006. 
 
"Extreme weather events play an 
important role not only in climate-
change science, but also in public 
discussions about the impacts and 
consequences of global warming," 
said the Risk Index study. 
 
The index was compiled using data 
on four indicators: total number of 
deaths, deaths per 100,000 inhabi-
tants, losses in million US$ of pur-
chasing power parities, and losses 
per unit of Gross Domestic Product. 
 
Numerous events in 2007, like the 
large-scale flooding in the Sahel or 
the devastating cyclone in Bangla-
desh, have "reminded the world of 
the necessity to prepare for disas-
ters and mitigate the long-term con-
sequences of climate change", said 
Germanwatch's Harmeling. 
 
"The 10 natural disasters with the 
highest number of victims in 2007 
occurred in poor countries," Loster 
confirmed. "There was only one 
among them that was not due to 
weather events. Climate change en-
tails more frequent weather ex-
tremes, and poor people are particu-
larly vulnerable." 
 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Although an individual extreme 
event cannot be linked directly to 
man-made climate change, the 
study pointed out that the likelihood 
of occurrence increased with rising 
temperatures. 
 
The scientific community have ad-
vised a 25 to 40 percent cut in 
greenhouse gas emissions by 2020 
to avoid a rise of two degrees Cel-
sius in the global temperature. 
 
That kind of warming is expected to 
destroy 30 to 40 percent of all 
known species, with bigger, fiercer 
and more frequent heat waves, 
floods and droughts. 
 
The Bali negotiations will try to 
work towards a new deal for cuts 
after 2012, when the first phase of 
the Kyoto Protocol expires. 
 
The Protocol is a commitment 
made in 1997 by 36 industrialised 
countries to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions by at least five percent 
against a 1990 baseline, and forms 
part of the UN Framework Conven-
tion on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC). 
 
This is an international environ-
mental treaty produced at the Con-
ference on Environment and Devel-
opment (UNCED), informally 
known as the Earth Summit, held in 
Rio de Janeiro in 1992. The treaty 
is aimed at reducing emissions of 
greenhouse gases to combat global 
warming. 
 
The 10 countries most affected by 
extreme weather events in 2006 
 
1. Philippines 
2. Democratic Republic of Korea 

(Continued from page 11) 3. Indonesia 
4. Vietnam 
5. Ethiopia 
6. India 
7. China 
8. Afghanistan 
9. United States 
10. Romania 

 
The 10 countries most affected by 
extreme weather events from 1997 
to 2006 
 
1. Honduras 
2. Nicaragua 
3. Bangladesh 
4. Vietnam 
5. Dominican Republic 
6. Haiti 
7. India 
8. Venezuela 
9. France 
10. Germany 
 
[This report does not necessarily 
reflect the views of the United Na-
tions] 
 
EU makes headway in Africa 
trade talks with new deals 
Reuters 
December 14, 2007 
 
BRUSSELS — The European Un-
ion made a breakthrough on Thurs-
day in its rush to meet an end-of-
year World Trade Organisation 
deadline, saying it had initialled 
new trade deals with three former 

African colonies and was on the 
verge of brokering more agree-
ments. 
 
Days after some African leaders 
said their continent rejected the 
EU’s Economic Partnership Agree-
ments, Namibia inked one with the 
EU, the European Commission an-
nounced. 
 
The Commission said it had also 
inked deals with the Indian Ocean 
economies of Comoros and Mada-
gascar. 
 
Cameroon looked set to do the 
same after lawmakers cleared the 
way for its president to sign up and 
officials said Ghana was also close. 
 
South Africa, one of the strongest 
critics of the EU’s EPA plan, said it 
might get back to the negotiating 
table next year although it still had 
serious concerns. 
 
The EU is racing to bring its long-
standing preferential trade arrange-
ments with the nearly 80 countries 
in the African, Caribbean and Pa-
cific group into line with World 
Trade Organisation rules before a 
WTO waiver expires on Dec. 31. 
 
Some ACP countries stood to see 
their exports to the EU hit by higher 
import tariffs from Jan. 1 if agree-
ments were not reached by that 
date. 
 
The poorest countries in the ACP 
group are under less pressure, as 
they will qualify for duty-free, 
quota-free access to the EU’s mar-
ket under its “Everything but 
Arms” programme for impover-
ished countries. 

(Continued on page 13) 
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The 27-nation bloc is offering to 
open up completely its markets for 
almost all goods from ACP coun-
tries, which would also have to cut 
their import tariffs, but over a pe-
riod of up to 25 years in some cases 
and exemptions for some sensitive 
products. 
 
No waiver: Many African countries 
wanted more time but EU trade 
chief Peter Mandelson refused to 
seek a new waiver, arguing that the 
EU and the ACP had had seven 
years to strike the new deals. 
 
“(The EPAs) will encourage the 
growth of regional markets in Af-
rica and put in place the conditions 
that will attract much-needed for-
eign direct investment,” Mandelson 
said in a speech on Wednesday in 
Slovenian capital Ljubljana. 
 
Cameroon’s parliament on Wednes-

(Continued from page 12) day authorised the country’s presi-
dent to sign an interim deal with 
Europe, covering goods. 
 
Opposition members of parliament 
had opposed the bill, which was 
introduced only a few days ago, 
saying they had not had enough 
time to study and modify the text. 
 
But President Paul Biya’s Camer-
oon People’s Democratic Move-
ment (CPDM) easily carried the 
vote thanks to its overwhelming 
parliamentary majority. 
 
It was unclear when Biya would 
sign the agreement. 
 
Like other countries, cocoa- and 
banana-exporting Cameroon has 
been under pressure to reach an in-
terim deal to ensure its exports to 
the EU are not hit by increased tar-
iffs on Jan. 1. 
 
Top cocoa producer Ivory Coast 

initialled a deal last week with 
Brussels, the first to break ranks 
with regional bloc ECOWAS’s de-
mand for more time, and 
neighbouring Ghana, the second 
biggest grower, is expected to reach 
a deal any day. 
 
Mandelson on Wednesday rejected 
harsh criticism by African leaders 
at a summit over the weekend, say-
ing in a speech in Slovenia that the 
critics — which included South Af-
rican President Thabo Mbeki — did 
not speak for those African coun-
tries that needed the deals. 
 
The EU has initialled deals with 16 
African and Indian Ocean ACP 
countries, of a total of nearly 50 in 
the region, plus Papua New Guinea 
and Fiji. It hopes to strike a full 
EPA, covering issues such as ser-
vices, with the Caribbean region 
soon. 
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Talla Andre Marie, Dina Bell, Marthe Zambo, Anne Marie Nzie, 
Lady Ponce, Nguea Laroute, and Jean Bikoko Aladin among others, 
will join Manu on stage to immortalise the musical birthday. 
 
Born in Douala on December 22, 1933, Manu Dibango dabbled into 
music by happenstance after he travelled to France at the raw age of 
15 in 1949.After shuttling between Paris and Brussels in 1953, Manu 
began to shoot himself into the upper rungs of his musical career and 
develop a wonderful passion for music that by 1957, he was already 
being counted as one of the professional musicians. 
 
He later settled in Brusseles where he began playing music in night 
clubs and fully collaborated with Kabassele and African jazz group 
that introduced him to the African public. 
 
He produced his first album, Oboso, in 1972 that sold millions of copies all over the world. 
 
In 1973, he sang soul makossa. This was followed by the production of other albums like Super Kumba, Africa 
Delic, Manu 76, Gone Clear, Soft and Sweet, Abele Dance. Manu has many albums to his credit and one of 
them is titled Wakafrika. 

(Continued from page 8) 
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Hortense, the Former 'Fille  
Libre' Turned Peer Educator 
Jean-Luc Martinage, IFRC 
www.ifrc.org 
November 29, 2007 
 
Dressed in her Cameroon Red 
Cross peer educator T-shirt, Hort-
ense is an elegant 30-year-old 
woman. She attracts everyone's at-
tention at the start of the evening's 
activities in the small room at 'La 
confiance', a modest health centre 
in Emombo district, not far from 
the centre of the Cameroonian capi-
tal, Yaoundé. 
 
Together with her friend Pauline, 
Hortense has brought together some 
'filles libres' from the neighbour-
hood - as young female sex workers 
are known in Cameroon. Hortense 
tells them, amongst other things, 
about the importance of ensuring 
their clients wear a condom in order 
to avoid being infected with HIV 
and then passing the virus on to 
others. She also talks to them about 
sexually transmitted diseases, and 
answers what are often very spe-
cific and explicit questions from the 
women who have come to listen to 
this educational talk. 
 
Hortense knows better than anyone 
the motivation and worries of the 
women in the audience. Just a few 
years ago she too was a 'fille libre' 
and worked as a sex worker in the 
'secteur', the name given to the area 
of the Cameroonian capital where 
many women sell their bodies at 
night. 
 
"I fell into prostitution at the age of 
25," she tells us. "I suddenly found 

myself having to provide finan-
cially for my mother and so I began 
walking the streets like many other 
women, who are often forced to sell 
their bodies in order to survive and 
support their families," she adds. 
 
However, Hortense quickly decided 
to escape the world of sex work and 
the violence that goes with it. 
"There were some very dangerous 
times," she admits, remembering in 
particular the difficulty in resisting 
the demands of some of her clients 

who did not want to use a condom. 
"Sometimes, physical strength 
won," she says, looking away. 
 
One day, Hortense learned about 
the 'club des amis de la prudence', a 
small association which, supported 
by the Cameroon Red Cross where 
its headquarters are housed, is lead-
ing a sensitization campaign and 
trying to help those girls who want 
to leave sex work. 
 
Today, Hortense has become one of 
the association's most active mem-
bers. As well as the sensitization 
campaigns in which she takes part, 
she is also involved in a small thea-
tre group which acts out scenes 
from everyday life which show how 
potential pimps and clients try to 

approach girls in financial difficulty 
in order to persuade them to be-
come sex workers. 
 
Hortense has now given up sex 
work for good. This move was 
made possible mainly thanks to a 
micro-project offered as part of the 
Cameroon Red Cross Society's 
Filles Libres programme, which 
also receives the support of the In-
ternational Federation of Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies. Hort-
ense began by selling yoghurts be-
fore moving on to sell mobile 
phone services, which provides her 
with financial independence. How-
ever, Hortense still thinks of those 
women who continue to sell their 
bodies. 
 
"We, the former 'filles libres' turned 
peer educators, are virtually the 
only people able to talk to the 
young women who prostitute them-
selves in the 'secteur'," she explains. 
"They know we endured the same 
hardships as them, that we are not 
judging them and that we want, 
above all, to help them protect their 
health," she adds. A view shared by 
Dominique, an attractive 22-year-
old woman, who is also a 'fille libre' 
and who took part in the educa-
tional talk at the Emombo health 
centre. "Hortense and her friends 
have led the same kind of life as us. 
They've got the experience that we 
don't have. It's good to listen to 
their advice," she tells us. The aim 
of these talks is first and foremost 
to protect the health of the girls and 
their clients, and not necessarily to 
persuade them to change profes-
sion. 

(Continued on page 17) 
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rent trends continue, at least 25 countries will not meet 
any of the goals. Of the 113 countries that missed the 
programme’s gender parity goal, originally slated for 
2005, only 18 stand a chance of achieving it by 2015. 
Most countries, the report said, have made little pro-
gress in reducing the number of illiterate adults. 
 
Another report, released on 11 December by interna-
tional lobby group Global Campaign for Education, 
said the EFA goals “will not be realised by 2115, let 
alone in the next seven and a half years”. 
 
The report identified the USA, Japan, Germany and 
Italy as “the most miserly of the rich countries” who 
were not giving their “fair share”. 
 
At the midway point to the target date, many saw the 
Dakar meeting as an opportunity to turn the tide and 
propel the world forward on education goals. The 
High-Level Group meets annually to accelerate move-
ment towards the EFA goals and to mobilise re-
sources. 
 
This year, the group agreed on specific actions to 
make education accessible to excluded groups, to train 
and recruit primary school teachers and to provide 
health and nutrition programmes in schools. 
 
But critics say those positive steps may not have much 
impact. 
 
While the meeting was to have brought together edu-
cation ministers from around the world, there were 
none from North America or Europe, whose countries 
sent lower-level representatives instead. 
 
“If a great agreement is reached today but no world 
leaders are here to sign it - does it really matter?” 
asked the Global Campaign for Education, a coalition 
grouping Save the Children, Oxfam, ActionAid, Edu-
cation International and other non-governmental or-
ganisations (NGOs), teachers’ unions and civil society 
groups from around the world. “Once again the High 
Level Group meeting has missed the opportunity to 
mobilise the much-needed political will,” the group 
said in a statement. 
Still, both recently-released reports note significant 
progress in education since 2000, including a 36-

(Continued from page 1) percent jump in primary school enrolment in sub-
Saharan Africa and a five percent annual increase in 
domestic spending on education in Africa and South 
Asia. Fourteen countries abolished primary school 
fees between 2000 and 2006 and many countries have 
adopted national strategies for which results will be 
forthcoming. 
 
What is more, the countries furthest from achieving 
the goals are those progressing the fastest, and at a 
faster rate than in the 1990s. The World Bank’s Fast 
Track Initiative has helped support developing coun-
tries who show a serious commitment to achieving 
universal primary education. 
 
However, 774 million adults cannot read or write, 18 
million more teachers are needed, and early childhood 
- the first of the EFA goals - has been completely ne-
glected. Quality of education still suffers. 
 
“The question is not ‘is there progress?’ but `what is 
the pace of progress?’” said the Global Monitoring 
Report’s Burnett, also UNESCO’s assistant director-
general for education. Education for All by 2015 is 
achievable, he said, “but it won’t be achieved unless 
the current quite encouraging progress is further accel-
erated.” 
 
In 2000, donor countries and institutions pledged that 
“no country seriously committed to basic education 
will be thwarted in the achievement of this goal by 
lack of resources”. 
 
Now, UNESCO Director-General Matsuura said: 
“Donors must implement their promises… We cannot 
afford to fail.” 
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Report Finds Deforestation Offers Very Little Money Compared To Potential Financial Benefits 
www.sciencedaily.com 
January 2, 2008 
 
Deforestation in tropical countries is often driven by the perverse economic reality that forests are worth more 
dead than alive. But a new study by an international consortium of researchers has found that the emerging 
market for carbon credits has the potential to radically alter that equation.  The study, which was released this 
week at UNFCC Conference of Parties (COP-13) in Bali, compared the financial gains generated by deforesta-
tion over the last 10 to 20 years in areas of Southeast Asia, Central Africa and the Amazon Basin--most of it 
driven by a desire for farm land or timber--to the amount carbon that was released by the destruction. That 
comparison has become critically important because many industries in developed countries are set to spend 
billions of dollars to meet new requirements for curbing greenhouse gases by purchasing carbon "credits" tied 
to reductions elsewhere. 
 
The study was conducted by the World Agroforestry Center (ICRAF), the Center for International Forestry 
Research (CIFOR), the International Center for Tropical Agriculture (CIAT), and the International Institute for 
Tropical Agriculture (IITA), four of the15 centers of the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Re-
search (CGIAR), and their national partners.  The researchers--who conducted the study under the Partnership 
for Tropical Forest Margins (ASB)--found that in most areas studied, the various ventures that prompted defor-
estation rarely generated more than $5 for every ton of carbon they released and frequently returned far less 
than US $1. Meanwhile, European buyers are currently paying 23 euros--about US $35--for an offset tied to a 
one-ton reduction in carbon. 
 
"Deforestation is almost always driven by a rational response to what the market values and for some time 
now, it has just made more financial sense to many people in forested areas to cut down the trees," said Brent 
Swallow, leader of the study and Global Coordinator of the Partnership for Tropical Forest Margins. "What we 
discovered is that returns for deforestation are generally so paltry that if farmers and other land users were re-
warded for the carbon stored in their trees and forests, it is highly likely that a large amount of deforestation 
and carbon emissions would be prevented." 
 
Developing new incentives for reducing carbon emissions stemming from deforestation is high on the agenda 
in Bali. Deforestation is rampant in places like Indonesia, the Amazon and the Congo. Currently, confusion 
over how to value and monitor the large amounts of carbon stored in tropical forests has prevented the inclu-
sion of forests in the carbon offset market that is mainly dominated by reductions achieved in the industrial 
sector, even though deforestation is responsible for some 20 percent of the world's carbon emissions. 
 
"We understand that allowing people in forested regions of developing countries to participate in carbon mar-
kets presents major challenges, but it's naive to think that conservation is going to occur absent a market incen-
tive," said Meine van Noordwijk, Southeast Asia Regional Coordinator of the World Agroforestry Centre 
(known by its acronym ICRAF). "Everyone has a stake in finding a way to make it work because it's hard to 
see how any global effort to combat climate change will succeed if it ignores a major source of the problem." 
 
Van Noordwijk and his colleagues arrived at their conclusions on the economics of deforestation after examin-
ing the trade-offs between carbon and financial returns in three areas in Indonesia, and one area each in Peru 
and Cameroon, all of which have undergone extensive deforestation. 

(Continued on page 17) 
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They found that in most instances at the sites in Indonesia, deforestation returned less than $5 per ton of car-
bon released and in some areas, less than $1. For example, in forested areas rich in peat, which is particularly 
efficient at trapping carbon, the figure was about $0.10 to $0.20 per ton. 
 
Meanwhile, an analysis of deforestation in the Amazonian forests of the Ucayali Province of Peru produced 
similar results. Most of the deforestation, which was mainly driven by a desire for crop land, generated less 
than US $5 per ton of carbon released. The Cameroon study sites produced a better return. Deforestation re-
turns about US $11 per ton of carbon emissions, which is mainly due to an increase in secondary forest and the 
fact that in Cameroon, cocoa production--which elsewhere has decimated tropical forests--has tended to occur 
within forests, and resulted in more in forest degradation than outright deforestation.  The report notes that of-
fering economic rewards for carbon storage could be effective not only at encouraging conservation but also at 
encouraging activities in deforested areas that can recoup at least some of the lost carbon. For example, re-
search shows that agroforestry, which encourages a broader use of trees on farms, can offer a win-win situation 
of improving smallholder incomes and absorbing carbon. 
 
Dennis Garrity, Director General of the Nairobi, Kenya-based World Agroforestry Centre said that, "Not only 
does agroforestry have the potential to store carbon, it also addresses the need for alternative livelihoods 
amongst populations who currently benefit from deforestation." 
 
Researchers caution that despite the clear benefits to be derived from assigning carbon credits to conserving 
forests, implementing a forest-based carbon market will be complicated. 
 
"The challenge will be to ensure that payments for maintaining forests actually reach local people, and do not 
end up in the wrong pockets," said Frances Seymour, Director General of the Center for International Forestry 
Research (CIFOR) based in Indonesia. 
 
"For the system to be effective, we will need new mechanisms for allocating payments that are efficient as 
well as fair," Seymour said. 
 
Adapted from materials provided by Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research. 

(Continued from page 16) 

This collaboration with local associations, including those of people living with HIV, is one of the main fea-
tures of the Filles Libres programme. It also provides psychological support for women who are often sub-
jected to violence, and who face rejection by their family and friends if they were to find out about their night-
time activities. 
 
"Initially launched in the country's two main cities, Yaoundé and Doula, this programme targets one of the 
most vulnerable HIV groups, and will now be rolled out in other parts of the country," explains William Etteki 
Mboumoua, President of the Cameroon Red Cross Society. "We've just begun in the Bertoua 'secteur', and 
other regions will follow if we secure the necessary funding," he continues. So far, 2,000 'filles libres' have 
already benefited from the project. 
 
The Cameroon Red Cross programme sits within the framework of the International Federation's global HIV 
policy, which stresses the need to involve local communities and encourages them to lead the way with the 
support of volunteers from affected neighbourhoods. Special attention is given to the most vulnerable groups, 
particularly orphans and girls. During the last three years in Cameroon, 5,300 information sessions on preven-
tion have been organized at over 100 different venues, notably in bars and nightclubs. 

(Continued from page 14) 
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Editor’s Note:  The Friends of Cameroon is deeply saddened by the news of the death of John Granville 
(RPCV Bamendjou 1997-1999).  Below is a letter from current Peace Corps Cameroon Country Director 
James Ham about John and his years of dedicated service to international development, starting in Cameroon 
with Peace Corps.  At the time of his death, he was working with USAID in Sudan as part of a team trying to 
implement a 2005 peace agreement that ended decades of civil war between north and south Sudan.  A memo-
rial scholarship has been established at Canisius High School in his home town of Buffalo, New York.  Contri-
butions to the memorial scholarship fund may be sent to: The John M. Granville ’93 Memorial Scholarship, 
Canisius High School, 1180 Delaware Ave., Buffalo, NY 14209-1494.  Our hearts go out to his family and 
friends at this distressing time. 
 
It was reported in the media that US Diplomat, John Granville was killed in Sudan. Mr. Granville was an 
RPCV from Cameroon. He entered training in June 1997 and swore in as an official volunteer in August 1997. 
He served in the Education program as a TEFL/AIDS teacher at a high school in the village of Bamendjou in 
the West Province. His work was well received and appreciated by his community. Among his many activities, 
he created an English Club, planted trees around the school, organized IST workshops for his counterparts, de-
veloped his English Teacher colleague into a very good trainer who later became a Peace Corps Cross Culture 
trainer and served several generations of Volunteers from 1998-2001. He was responsible for building one of 
the first bilingual primary schools in his village; the first students will attend the university this year. Mr. 
Granville completed his service on July 01, 1999. Upon his departure he was given an honorary title of 
"Notable" by the Chief of the village. This is an honor bestowed upon exceptional volunteers for the work they 
do in and for their community. 
 
Mr. Granville was an outstanding volunteer and model RPCV. He was a Fulbright Scholar and completed re-
search on HIV/AIDS in Cameroon focusing on two provinces the West and the Extreme North. His work was 
well received by Peace Corps Cameroon and during his time here in country he gave several presentations of 
his findings at the US Embassy in Yaounde. During his research in Cameroon he came and spoke with volun-
teers and trainees on his experience as a volunteer. 
 
Peace Corps Cameroon will be sending a card to the family of Mr. Granville and will officially send condo-
lences to his community in Bamendjou. 
 
James T. Ham 
Country Director 
Peace Corps 
Cameroon 
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Is this a... 

 �  New Membership? 

 �  Renewal 

 �  Update 

 �  COS 

 �  Single 

 �  Couples/Family 

 �  Gift 

 �  New RPCV 

Membership Type 

Address cont: 

City: 

State: 

Zip: 

Home Phone: 

Work Phone: 

Fax: 

Email: 

Location in Cameroon: 

Service Date: 

Affiliation (USAID, Peace Corps, Cameroonian Citizen, State Dept. etc.): 

Name: 

Address: 
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Over the last few years the cost of printing the quarterly newsletters and annual directory has increased significantly. In addition, most FOC 
members now have access to the internet and have email accounts. We are requesting that you accept that the newsletter and annual directory be 
sent to you electronically. You will be informed by email as to where you can download these documents using a standard web browser. The 
email will also contain a password that will allow you to unlock the document. All documents will be distributed via Adobe PDF format. If you 
do not accept electronic distribution, you will continue to receive these documents via regular mail as in the past. Please indicate your selection 
below. If accepting, please assure you entered a valid email address above. 
 

     I accept to receive quarterly newsletters and the annual directory electronically 
 
     Please continue to send the quarterly newsletter and annual directory via regular mail 

Single Membership in FOC ($15) $ 

Single Membership in both FOC and NPCA ($50) $ 

Couple/Family Membership in FOC ($22.50) $ 

Couple/Family Membership in both FOC and NPCA ($65) $ 

New RPCV Membership (within one year of COS) (FREE) $ 

Donation $ 

Overseas Address, add $5 $ 

TOTAL ENCLOSED $ 

All Membership Dues valid for 12 months (three year option available: go to www.rpcv.org) 
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