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BASICS
1. What are the most common forms of greetings in ______?  For example: a handshake, a bow, a nod etc.  

For men greeting men –

For women greeting women - 

For meetings between men and women –

2. What is the most common communication style among in people in ____?  Do they tend to be direct and say exactly what they mean, or take a more indirect path when communicating, requiring creative speaking and listening techniques.   Or somewhere in between.
3. What is the generally considered the appropriate amount of .personal space when speaking?   At arm’s length?  Less?  More?   How is this different when interacting with family, members of the opposite sex, or business colleagues?  
4. What is the generally considered the appropriate amount of touching when speaking?  For example during conversations is touching on the arm, shoulders, hands, elbows, leg, etc. very common?   How much is too much?  How is this different when interacting with family, members of the opposite sex, or business colleagues?  
5.  What is the appropriate amount and type of eye contact acceptable/common when conversing?  Is direct eye contact acceptable?  Indirect?  Does this changes depending to whom one is speaking to?  For example, an elder, a boss, a child etc.
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6. How do you view time in ______?    What are the expectations about being on time?  Is it rude to be late?  Do services like trains, buses, etc run on time?  Is punctuality valued?   Do people covet their time or give it freely?   Does this change when doing business vs. social situations?
7. What are some common gestures?  What are their meanings?  For example, how do you point to something?  One finger?  Whole hand?  How do beckon someone?  
8. What are the generally accepted and expected roles of women in society?   What behavior/activities tend to be unacceptable for women?  Is this true for foreign women as well?
9. What is the legal drinking age i?   Is it enforced?  What about smoking age?  Is it enforced?  What are the penalties for possession of illegal drugs?  Are they heavily enforced?  What other laws are strongly enforced?
10. What specific behavior and/or gestures are considered rude and/or obscene in?
11. Any other cultural tips that foreigners traveling to ____ should be aware of?
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BUSINESS

1. What is the recommended attire for men and women when conducting business in?
Men-

Women-
2.   What are the most common titles used when meeting people in a business setting in?  Mr.?  Mrs.?  Doctor?  Lawyer? 
3. What is appropriate protocol for the giving and receiving of business cards?  Do you present them with one hand?  Both?  Neither?
4. What is the protocol for attending and participating in business meetings?  Should you show up on time?  Who do you greet first?   Is small talk expected?   If so, how long is polite?  Who should begin the business discussion?  Who should end the meeting?  etc.
5. What are some tips and techniques for negotiating?  Is it best to be honest about price?  Is bargaining expected?  Should you show emotion?  Remain calm?  Expect a decision right away or does it take a long time? Etc.
6. What is the protocol surrounding the giving and receiving of gifts in business situations?  Are gifts expected?  If so, for whom?  Are they to be opened in public or in private?  Should they be wrapped?  What are some appropriate and inappropriate gifts?
7. Any other cultural tips for foreigners doing business in ______?
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STUDENTS

1. When does the school year begin?  When does it end?   How long are vacations?
2. What type of dress is acceptable for university students?  For men?     For women?   What is considered unacceptable?
3. How are grades given at the university level?  1-10?  A-F?  Etc.  What is a failing grade?
4. What is the most common form of teaching?  Lecture?  Group work?  Discussion?  Experiential?  Etc.
5. What do most  university students do to socialize/party?  I.e. go to bars?  Discos?  Sporting events?  Parties?  

6. Is drinking acceptable?  Smoking?  Is it polite to be excessively drunk in public?  
7. What is the etiquette around dating?  For example, do men ask women out?  Do women ask men out?  Are men very forward?  Are women?  What are some good/acceptable things to do on a first date?  What would be unacceptable?  
8. Any other cultural tips for foreign students studying in _______?
