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Ntaryike Divine 
Voice of America 
Douala, Cameroon 
May 15, 2009 
  
DOUALA — At the dawn of the 
global recession, experts predicted 
Africa would be spared the first-
round effects. But it’s been hit ear-
lier than expected. Cameroon has 
already reported slumps in both 
growth and GDP. Thousands of 
jobs have been lost, as have bil-
lions in earnings for exporters. 
 
The government is enacting tax 
cuts and redefining its policies to 
withstand the world’s worst eco-
nomic crisis since 1929. 
The Cameroon Chamber of Com-
merce says 40 companies in the 
commodity exports sector have lost 
a total of about 630 million US 
dollars in revenue as a result of the 
global economic downturn. The 
information comes from a survey it 
conducted recently. 
 
Some 3,500 jobs have been frozen 
and 10,000 others are at risk in the 
timber, aluminum, cotton, rubber 
sectors and in transport related to 
those commodities 
 

Experts predict the banana industry 
and tourism will be next. They say 
Cameroon is again at risk of coun-
trywide social unrest if these prob-
lems lead to extensive hardship. 
Rising living costs sparked nation-
wide riots last year. The govern-
ment said 40 people died but hu-
man rights watchdogs claimed over 
a hundred were killed by govern-
ment troops. 
 
And that’s just the beginning of the 
bad news for Cameroon’s economy 
says the largest in the six-member 
Central African Economic and 
Monetary Community, CEMAC. A 
recent IMF delegation has pro-
jected a growth slowdown to one 
percent – down from 3.8 expected 
when the country’s budget was 
passed last year. 
 
Prime Minister Ephriam Inoni says 
the country is at a crossroads. He 
says Cameroon will witness defi-
cits in its trade balance which will 
also mean a 1 percent drop in its 
GDP. He says the budgetary reve-
nue which is indispensable for pub-
lic infrastructure development will 
also take a big hit until the end of 
the current fiscal year and perhaps 
up to 2010. 

 
Under instructions from President 
Paul Biya, Prime MinisterInoni has 
set up a think-tank made up of 
some of the country’s finest econo-
mists. The group says Cameroon 
must redefine its economic policies 
in the short and long terms to with-
stand the recession. It has suggested 
a number of steps, including more 
infrastructure development, in-
creased investment in agricultural 
production and incentives for both 
local and foreign investors. 
 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Cameroon Connection is the newsletter of the 
Friends of Cameroon (FOC). It is published 
quarterly and distributed to members. Readers 
are invited to submit articles and other infor-
mation about Cameroon. Submissions must 
arrive by the first day of the last month of 
each quarter for inclusion in the next issue. 
 
Emma Stephens, Editor, Layout 
Steven Durbano, Editor 
 
FOC was founded in 1988 as a collection of 
individuals who are interested in the people 
and culture of Cameroon. FOC seeks to assist 
Cameroonians in Cameroon by funding in-
country activities, to assist Cameroonians in 
the U.S., to inform and educate Americans 
about Cameroon and to assist members to 
renew linkages with Cameroon and with those 
with whom they have lived and worked. 
 
Board of Directors/Activity Liaison 
 
President 
 Bill Strassberger (301) 890-6888 
Vice President/Development Projects 
 Margaret Equopi Bate (218) 575-9345 
Treasurer 
 Lisa Reeves Zenner (510) 769-7310 
Secretary/Worldwide Schools Liaison 
 Judy Kallal (307) 634-2816 
Member-at-Large/Newsletter Coordinator 
 Steven Durbano (858) 780-2570 
 
Send hardcopy, FAX or email material to  
Cameroon Connection at: 
 
Friends of Cameroon 
13201 Stravinsky Drive 
Silver Spring, MD 20904 
 
Http://friendsofcameroon.org 
Email: newsletter@friendsofcameroon.org 
 
FOC membership dues are $15 per year.  
Joint membership with the National Peace 
Corps Association is $50 per year. Overseas 
members, add $5. 
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New HIV strain discovered in 
woman from Cameroon 
RANDOLPH E. SCHMID 
AP  
August 2, 2009 
 
WASHINGTON – A new strain of 
the virus that causes AIDS has been 
discovered in a woman from the 
African nation of Cameroon. It dif-
fers from the three known strains of 
human immunodeficiency virus and 
appears to be closely related to a 
form of simian virus recently dis-
covered in wild gorillas, researchers 
report in Monday's edition of the 
journal Nature Medicine. 
 
The finding "highlights the continu-
ing need to watch closely for the 
emergence for new HIV variants, 
particularly in western central Af-
rica," said the researchers, led by 
Jean-Christophe Plantier of the Uni-
versity of Rouen, France. 
 
The three previously known HIV 
strains are related to the simian vi-
rus that occurs in chimpanzees. 
 
The most likely explanation for the 
new find is gorilla-to-human trans-
mission, Plantier's team said. But 
they added they cannot rule out the 
possibility that the new strain 
started in chimpanzees and moved 
into gorillas and then humans, or 
moved directly from chimpanzees 
to both gorillas and humans. 
 
The 62-year-old patient tested posi-
tive for HIV in 2004, shortly after 
moving to Paris from Cameroon, 
according to the researchers. She 
had lived near Yaounde, the capital 
of Cameroon, but said she had no 

contact with apes or bush meat, a 
name often given to meat from wild 
animals in tropical countries. 
 
The woman currently shows no 
signs of AIDS and remains un-
treated, though she still carries the 
virus, the researchers said. 
 
How widespread this strain is re-
mains to be determined. Research-
ers said it could be circulating un-
noticed in Cameroon or elsewhere. 
The virus' rapid replication indi-
cates that it is adapted to human 
cells, the researchers reported. 
 

Their research was supported by the 
French Health Watch Institute, the 
French National Agency for Re-
search on AIDS and Viral Hepatitis 
and Rouen University Hospital. 
 
A separate paper, also in Nature 
Medicine, reports that people with 
genital herpes remain at increased 
risk of HIV infection even after the 
herpes sores have healed and the 
skin appears normal. 
 
Researchers led by Drs. Lawrence 
Corey and Jia Zhu of the Fred Hut-
chinson Cancer Research Center 
found that long after the areas 
where the herpes sores existed seem 

to be clear, they still have immune-
cell activity that can encourage HIV 
infection. 
 
Herpes is marked by recurring out-
breaks and has been associated with 
higher rates of infection with HIV. 
It had been thought that the breaks 
in the skin were the reason for 
higher HIV rates, but a study last 
year found that treatment of herpes 
with drugs did not reduce the HIV 
risk. 
 
The researchers tested the skin of 
herpes patients for several weeks 
after their sores had healed and 
found that, compared with other 
genital skin, from twice to 37 times 
more immune cells remained at the 
locations where the sores had been. 
 
HIV targets immune cells and in 
laboratory tests the virus repro-
duced three to five times faster in 
tissue from the healed sites as in 
tissue from other areas. 
 
"Understanding that even treated 
(herpes) infections provide a cellu-
lar environment conducive to HIV 
infection suggests new directions 
for HIV prevention research," com-
mented Dr. Anthony S. Fauci, di-
rector of the National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Disease. 
 
That study was funded by the Na-
tional Institutes of Health and the 
Tietze Foundation. 
 
Families accuse Boeing of cover-
up over crash in Cameroon jun-
gle 
Ben Webster 

(Continued on page 4) 
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The Times of London 
 
Catherine Fitzgibbon told her two 
small children that their daddy had 
died after getting lost in the jungle. 
She did not tell them the truth, be-
cause she feared that they would be 
left with a lifelong terror of board-
ing an aircraft. Living in Kenya but 
with all their relatives in Britain, 
flying was already a regular part of 
life for Tom and Rose, aged 3 and 
1. 
 
Anthony Mitchell, their father, was 
one of 114 people who died on May 
5, 2007, when a new Boeing 737, 
operated by Kenya Airways, nose-
dived into a swamp 30 seconds af-
ter taking off during a storm from 
Douala in Cameroon. Four other 
Britons were among the dead. 
 
Ms Fitzgibbon, 41, an aid worker 
for Save the Children, has spent the 
past two years trying to find out 
why her husband died. She has 
struggled in vain to penetrate the 
wall of silence built by Boeing and 
the Cameroonian investigators. 
 
She flew to Douala as soon as the 
wreckage was found. She trekked 
through the jungle and posed as a 
journalist to gain access to the wa-
ter-filled crater where the remains 
of the aircraft, and her husband, lay. 
 
“I was walking in mud up to my 
knees and the heat and humidity 
were suffocating. There was an ap-
palling smell at the crater and the 
horror of the scene was indescrib-
able. Body parts had already putre-
fied.” 
 
No information has been issued 
about the possible cause of the 

(Continued from page 3) crash. Even the contents of the two 
black boxes, which were recovered 
soon after the crash and sent to 
Canada for analysis, remain secret. 
A draft of Cameroon’s report into 
the crash was recently sent to Boe-
ing and other organisations in-
volved in the investigation, but it is 
unclear when, and in what form, it 
will be published. 
 
Ms Fitzgibbon believes that Boeing 
is hiding behind the Cameroonian 
investigators, letting them make all 
the decisions, even though their 
slow progress makes it much harder 
for the bereaved families to secure 
justice. 
 
Ms Fitzgibbon and the families of 
nine other victims this month began 
legal action against Boeing, accus-
ing the Chicago-based company of 
failing to secure the wreckage and 
allowing looters to make off with 
what could have been key pieces of 
evidence. In the US and Europe, all 
the wreckage from crashes is col-
lected and preserved even if every-
one survives. 
 
The lawsuit also alleges, based on 
evidence from previous incidents 
involving similar 737s, that the air-
craft’s spoilers were faulty and the 
altimeter gave false readings. A 
faulty altimeter contributed to the 
crash of another 737 of the same 
type in Amsterdam in February, 
according to an interim report is-
sued a week after that accident. 
 
The bereaved from the Cameroon 
crash believe that the lack of in-
terim reports means that important 
safety lessons have not been learnt. 
 
Ms Fitzgibbon said: “Because it 
happened in Africa and most of the 

passengers were African, we be-
lieve the attitude is that it doesn’t 
matter. Boeing could easily have 
provided the resources to secure the 
wreckage but the site was just aban-
doned.” 
 
Lawyers visited the site several 
times over the next year and took 
photographs of engines and other 
key components either lying in the 
swamp or being carried away by 
villagers. One lawyer found Mr 
Mitchell’s frequent flyer card 
among hundreds of personal items 
around the crater. 
 
Sarah Stewart, aviation partner at 
Stewarts Law, representing the 
families, said: “Boeing representa-
tives were there and they made no 
attempt to prevent the looting or to 
preserve the wreckage. This lawsuit 
has been filed in an attempt to get 
to the bottom of what happened, 
and in the interests of air safety, to 
prevent this from happening again.” 
 
Ms Stewart said the delay in pub-
lishing the crash report had helped 
Boeing to avoid legal action by 
many bereaved families who had 
been waiting to see the evidence 

(Continued on page 5) 
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before deciding whether to sue the 
manufacturer. Under the two-year 
statute of limitations in Boeing’s 
home state, families not already in-
volved in the legal action cannot 
now join it. 
 
A Boeing spokeswoman said: “It is 
up to the local authorities to secure 
the crash site. Because the investi-
gation has not yet concluded you 
would have to contact the Camer-
oon authorities, which are the lead 
investigation body.” 
 
Cameroon's president sacks 
prime minister 
Associated Press  
June 30, 2009 
 
YAOUNDE —Cameroon's long-
ruling president, Paul Biya, sacked 
his prime minister and reshuffled 
his cabinet, replacing key officials 
including the defense minister. 
 
Prime Minister Ephraim Inoni was 
replaced Tuesday by Philemon 
Yang, a senior official in the presi-
dential office. The West African 
country's defense ministry is now 
controlled by former police chief 
Edgar-Alain Mebe Ngo'o. 
 
No reason was given for the sudden 
shakeup in Biya's inner circle. 
 
Biya has been in power for 27 years 
and is considered 1 of Africa's re-
maining strongmen. In April, the 
country's parliament changed the 
country's constitution last year in 
order to remove term limits and al-
low him to continue running for 
life. 
 
Chinese 'kidnapped off  
Cameroon' 

(Continued from page 4) BBC News 
July 8, 2009 
 
Five Chinese fishermen have been 
kidnapped off Cameroon's coast, 
reports from the West African 
country say. 
 
Security sources say the attack hap-
pened off the Bakassi Peninsula, an 
area ceded by Nigeria to Cameroon 
last year after a 15-year dispute. 
 
A spokesperson for the rebel 
Bakassi Freedom Fighters has 
blamed gunmen from the Nigerian 
oil town of Port Harcourt. 
 
But the main militant group in Ni-
geria's Niger Delta denied any in-
volvement in the kidnapping. 
 
A spokesman for the Movement for 
the Emancipation of the Niger 
Delta said he was unaware of the 
incident. 
 
Correspondents say that insecurity 
is spreading from the Niger Delta, 
where oil production has been 
slashed over the last few years ow-
ing to the activity of militants. 
 
Many international trawlers - some 
licensed, others not, fish off the 
coast of West Africa. 
 
Petronas, Noble Energy in 
US$119m Cameroon deal 
Reuters 
July 9, 2009 
 
YAOUNDE — Petroliam Nasional 
Bhd (Petronas) and US company 
Noble Energy have signed a 
US$119 million (RM423.64 mil-
lion) oil and gas exploration deal 
with Cameroon's state oil firm, the 
Cameroonian company said on 

Tuesday. 
 
The seven-year contract covers an 
area off the West African country's 
main port of Douala which has esti-
mated reserves of 40-70 million 
barrels of oil, Cameroon's National 
Hydrocarbon Company (SNH) said 
in a statement. 
 
If commercial hydrocarbons are 
discovered, Cameroon could take a 
25 per cent stake in the production, 
while the contractor could be 
granted a 25-year exclusive exploi-
tation licence, renewable once for 
10 years for oil, and 35 years, re-
newable once for 10 years for gas. 
 
Cameroon produces around 85,000 
barrels of oil per day, which it 
hopes to increase with both on and 
offshore projects. 
 
Noble Energy, Petronas and SNH 
are already partners in Yoyo, a gas 
project in Cameroon. 
 
Agricultural Competitiveness in 
Cameroon Given Boost with $60 
Million of World Bank Support 
R. McColgan-Arnold 
Worldbank.org 
June 18, 2009 
 
WASHINGTON — The World 
Bank Board of Executive Directors 
today approved a US$60 million 
equivalent Agricultural Competi-
tiveness Project in Cameroon. 
 
The Project’s objective is to in-
crease the competitiveness of eligi-
ble producer organizations working 
on target value chains.  Concentrat-
ing its activities in target areas with 
high growth potential, it is expected 
that the project will result in in-

(Continued on page 6) 
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creased value of marketed produc-
tion through increased productivity, 
quality, and marketing of produc-
tions. 
 
Agriculture contributes more than 
half of Cameroon non-oil export 
revenues and employs almost 60 
percent o f the economically active 
population. Ninety percent of all 
rural households are to some extent 
engaged in agriculture and approxi-
mately one third of them earn their 
living from export crops. 
 
Market-oriented smallholders and 
their organizations--around 20,000 
rice producers in rehabilitated irri-
gation perimeters and 20,000 direct 
promoters of economic partner-
ships-projects—will be the primary 
target. However, the project is an-
ticipated to have a significant im-
pact on a number of other benefici-
aries, such as: (i) the population 
living in high potential production 
areas benefiting from the rehabilita-
tion of rural roads; (ii) other actors 
along the value chains (traders, 
transporters, agro-industries, etc.) 
who would benefit from increased 
quality and quantity of products, as 
well as from reduced transport 
costs; and (iii) smallholders in tar-
geted areas who would receive indi-
rect benefits from the project activi-
ties. 
 
“The Project would target six value 
chains considered strategic both for 
food security and for their compara-
tive advantage on the regional mar-
kets, with due consideration to in-
terventions already ongoing or 
planned» Said Renato Nardello the 
Task Team Leader of the project. 
The target value chains are rice, 
maize, plantain, palm oil, pork, and 

(Continued from page 5) poultry. “The choice of the value 
chains i s based on the results of the 
Bank-supported “Agricultural 
Value Chain Analysis, which 
strongly supported maize, plantain, 
palm oil and village-level poultry. 
In addition to these value chains, 
the Project will target (i) pork, be-
cause of its strong complementarily 
with the maize and poultry value 
chains, and (ii) rice, because o f its 
strategic relevance and important 
underused potential”. 
 
The Project would intervene in six 
of the ten regions of Cameroon: (i) 
Center, (ii) North-West, (iii) Far 
North, (iv) North, (v) East, (vi) 
West, and (vii) Littoral. Selection 
of target areas is based on the po-
tential of the selected value chains 
and on the need to harmonize inter-
ventions with other projects to 
avoid duplications and overlapping. 
 
The project has four components: 
 
§  Component 1: Rehabilitating 
Key Rural Infrastructure (US$21.5 
million IDA) 
 
§  Component 2: Economic Partner-
ships (US$22.7 million IDA). 
 
§  Component 3: Institutional sup-
port and capacity development 
(US$5.0 million IDA). 
 
§  Component 4: Project coordina-
tion, monitoring and evaluation 
(US$7.4 million IDA). 
 
Around 500km of rural roads and 
12,000 hectares of irrigated perime-
ters will be rehabilitated with pro-
ject funds with attention being paid 
to ensure that sustainable mecha-
nisms for the operation and mainte-
nance of infrastructure are adopted. 

For instance, rural roads rehabili-
tated by the Project would be in-
scribed in the national “priority list” 
for the allocation of budget re-
sources for road maintenance. A 
core element of the project is the 
support to technically and finan-
cially solid subprojects presented 
by producer organization, enabling 
farmers to increase sales and in-
comes, the main gauge of sustain-
ability. 
 

Satellites Help Cameroon Track 
Illegal Trading 
Ntaryike Divine 
Voice of America 
June 8, 2009 
  
DOUALA — Cameroon is an eco-
nomic hub for Central Africa. Its 
lone port in Douala handles practi-
cally all import and export traffic 
for the country as well as for land-
locked neighbors Chad and Central 
African Republic. 
 
Cameroon is a central trading point 
in west Africa. Illegal diversions of 
goods have led to unfair competi-
tion and revenue losses. 
 
But the manual tracking of goods in 
transit through the country and 
across its borders has been a tricky 
job for the customs department. 
Much of it is illegally diverted back 
into local markets, causing unfair 
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competition. When items are redi-
rected to the black market, the gov-
ernment loses revenue in the form 
of taxes. So the country is installing 
an improved tracking method -- the 
Global Positioning System (GPS). 
 
Hundreds of cargo trucks carrying 
imported goods leave the Douala 
port daily, destined for local mar-
kets and those in neighboring coun-
tries. Merchandise heading for 
Chad and the Central African Re-
public benefit from customs duty 
exemptions. Their importers pay a 
small fee, refundable once it's 
proven the cargo has reached its 
final destination. 
 
Over the years, the tracking of im-
ported merchandise along the tran-
sit corridors between Douala, Ndja-
mena and Bangui has been operated 
manually. But customs officials say 
the reporting system is so bad they 
get feedback on less than half the 
operations. 
They blame communications lapses 
and long distances between check-
points. They say dishonest import-
ers re-route goods back to local 
markets. No duty is paid on them 
because they haven't crossed a bor-
der. Businessmen who don't pay 
duties have an unfair advantage be-
cause they can charge less than 
those who do. But the situation is 
about to change. 
 
Three different satellites in space 
pick up a GPS transmitter's signal 
and, together, can pinpoint its exact 

(Continued from page 6) location 
 
A satellite like this can pick up a 
shipment's exact location - helping 
officials to reduce diversion to the 
black market. 
 
The government is installing the 
GPS to trace the route taken by 
cargo trucks once they leave the 
Douala port. GPS is a tracking de-
vice attached to moving objects like 
vehicles, ships, trucks and even 
people. The system allows the user 
to know the precise location of the 
unit carrying the GPS such as a 
truck. The system shows the loca-
tion in real time by transmitting the 
location of a shipment to a central 
data base through radio, Internet or 
satellite connections. The exact lo-
cation of the object can be dis-
played on a map using customized 
software. 
 
Global positioning systems are not 
new. They've been in use for over 
three decades in a number of sec-
tors including transport, the mili-
tary, wildlife control, sports, espio-
nage and surveillance. 
 
The general manager of the Camer-
oon customs department, Linette Li 
Likeng Libot, says the move is 
ground-breaking. Libot says the 
system will make it possible to in-
stantly pinpoint cargo trucks any-
where in the country and see if they 
leave Cameroon with their load. 
She says customs officials in the 
landlocked countries depending on 
the Douala port for access to world 

markets have been complaining 
they don't get all the goods declared 
at the port. 
 
Cameroonian customs officials say 
they'll also use the new tracking 
system to curb transit delays and 
resolve disputes with importers. 
They often accuse police, gen-
darmes and customs agents at re-
mote checkpoints of demanding 
bribes from cargo truck drivers. 
 
"We will secure the goods on transit 
better," says customs official Edwin 
Fongod. "We will be able to visual-
ize goods as they move across the 
country and across the borders. It 
will be possible for the importer 
himself to track and know what is 
happening to the goods as they're 
moving. Lastly, there'll be a reduc-
tion of the bottlenecks. You know 
there are lots and lots of controls 
and because of these, there are de-
lays and cries from all angles." 
 
The installation of the Global Posi-
tioning System is one of many re-
forms aimed at boosting trade in the 
six-member Economic and Mone-
tary Community, CEMAC. Critics 
say the reforms have been slow. 
 
Donors are funding the rehabilita-
tion and construction of inter-state 
trade corridors – both road and rail 
-- while linking up customs depart-
ments. A single passport to facili-
tate freer movement of people in 
the region will be introduced next 
year. 
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Ghana glows in spotlight of 
Obama visit 
Robyn Dixon 
Los Angeles Times 
July 10, 2009 
 
ACCRA — The White House's 
choice of Ghana as President 
Obama's only port of call in sub-
Saharan Africa this week has trig-
gered envy across the continent. 
 
The visit, his first to Africa since 
becoming president, is also being 
interpreted as a snub to those Afri-
can governments with particularly 
poor records of corruption, admini-
stration and tainted elections. 
 
"It makes sense that Obama would 
want to go to Ghana. Because 
Ghana is everything we are not," 
wrote journalist Ayisha Osori in the 
Nigerian daily This Day. "Ghana is 
a shiny example of a West African 
country which has turned itself 
around and is doing well." 
 
Was Ghana chosen because it has 
slashed its poverty rate nearly in 
half? Or for its successive democ-
ratic changes of government with-
out a shot being fired? Or perhaps 
its yet-to-be exploited oil in a re-
gion where petroleum riches have 
encouraged the rise of corrupt, ve-
nal elites? 
 
"It's a little bit of recognition of 
Ghana's progress in democratic 
growth, peaceful electoral turnover, 
especially in a region otherwise full 
of reversals and disappointments," 
said E. Gyimah-Boadi, head of the 
Accra-based Center for Democratic 
Development. 

 
Politically stable, Ghana stands out 
in a chaotic neighborhood. Nigeria, 
the regional oil power, has been hit 
by frequent militant attacks, pipe-
line explosions and kidnappings. 
Kenya, the homeland of Obama's 
late father, was rocked by violence 
after a disputed presidential election 
in 2007; more than 1,000 people 
were killed. 
 
Ghana, with a population of 23.8 
million, has become a regional 
leader since its transition from mili-
tary rule to a multiparty democracy 
in the early 1990s. Its democratic 
advance contrasts with a history of 
coups and disputed elections else-
where in Africa. 
 
"People are coming to understand 
what democracy is," said Em-
manuel Akli, editor of the inde-
pendent Chronicle newspaper. "We 
are in a volatile region, and it's only 
Ghana that is really practicing de-
mocracy. It's the only country 
which has changed government 
twice without a single incident." 
 
Ghana's economic growth has aver-

aged more than 5% since 2001, ac-
cording to World Bank statistics, 
although the country has been hit 
hard recently by the global reces-
sion. Its poverty rate has been 
halved to 28% in 2006 from 52% in 
1992, according to the World Bank. 
 
Gyimah-Boadi argues that Ghana's 
democratic reforms and poverty 
reduction go hand in hand. Its de-
mocracy also may have helped put 
a brake on corruption: Successive 
incoming governments have been 
quick to expose the misdemeanors 
of the previous regime. Critics, 
however, say these prosecutions are 
often political, and that a culture of 
transparency hasn't really taken 
root. 
 
There are other flaws. Ghana ranks 
No. 135 among 177 countries on 
the United Nations human develop-
ment index, a comprehensive meas-
urement of quality of life. Analysts 
say the collapse of remittances and 
exports because of the global eco-
nomic crunch could reverse the 
country's progress. 
 
Some analysts fear that revenue 
from Ghana's oil reserves could 
spawn the kind of corrupt elite seen 
in neighboring countries, poten-
tially squandering years of democ-
ratic gains. They argue that the true 
test of Ghana's democracy lies 
ahead. 
 
The global crunch has already hit 
Ghana's job creation plan. More 
than 300,000 jobs were created in 
the last three years, according to the 
government. 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Accra, the capital, is full of people 
such as Abu Ayoma, 42, a father of 
three. He came to the city a decade 
ago looking for work and ended up 
as a laborer, carrying heavy loads. 
Three years ago, he began work for 
Zoomlion, a private waste manage-
ment firm contracted by the govern-
ment. 
 
As part of the government's Na-
tional Youth Employment Program, 
Zoomlion hires and trains jobless 
people. The government pays the 
workers allowances. 
 
"It's better than going to steal," Abu 
Ayoma said, pausing as he shoveled 
dirt into a dumpster at a busy mar-
ket. "I don't have any alternative to 
live on." 
 
Accra's canals are green and grassy, 
with neat "Do Not Litter" signs 
posted by Zoomlion. 
 
"People respect us. They always 
congratulate us on what we are do-
ing. We clean up Ghana, so it's 
good for the people," Abu Ayoma 
said. 
 
The National Youth Employment 
Program also trains unemployed 
people to patrol neighborhoods at 
night, direct traffic, or work as 
community nurses or teachers. 
They may also serve in the military, 
customs or in prisons. 
 
"These programs do a tremendous 
amount in terms of poverty reduc-
tion. You have young people mean-
ingfully engaged in work, young 
people who were doing nothing," 
said Seibik Bugri, a spokesman for 
the program. 

(Continued from page 8)  
These days, though the jobs pro-
gram is in arrears, with payments 
running six weeks late. 
 
"That's our biggest challenge -- how 
to fund it," Bugri said. "Even before 
the credit crunch, it was a problem, 
so now it's getting worse. We are 
dependent on the government, so 
we are always in arrears." 
 
With the country aglow about play-
ing host to Obama, Gyimah-Boadi 
fears the visit could make Ghana-
ians complacent. He is afraid Ghana 
could face democratic setbacks -- 
particularly when the oil money 
begins to flow. 
 
"There's a sense we should not be 
too hard on ourselves in terms of 
how we handle these new [oil] re-
sources," he said. "That is where 
the danger lies." 
 
Transparency is still weak, checks 
and balances ineffective, media in-
dependence isn't well established 
and power is too centralized, he 
said. 
 
"It would be good if the [Obama] 
visit was used to encourage the in-
cumbent administration and opposi-
tion to appreciate that they're carry-
ing a responsibility for themselves, 
for Ghana and for Africa," Gyimah-
Boadi said. 
 
New authority to co-ordinate 
pan-African defence policy 
Reuters 
July 3, 2009 
 
SYRTE — At the AU Summit in 
the Libyan city of Syrte, African 
leaders have reached a compromise 
deal on the powers of a new Afri-

can Union Authority. After a com-
promise reached at 4am Friday, the 
new body will co-ordinate the posi-
tions of the AU on questions of 
common interest for the continent 
and its people. 
 
The new authority will replace the 
existing African Union Commis-
sion and will have the power to rep-
resent the continent before other 
international bodies when mandated 
by the 53 member states. 
 
Libyan leader Moamer Kadhafi, the 
current AU Secretary General, had 
pushed to give the new body broad 
power over regional defence and 
foreign affairs. However many Af-
rican countries have resisted his 
proposals, fearing a loss of sover-
eignty and questioning the Libyan 
leader's motives. 
 
Peter Kagwanja of the African Pol-
icy Institute in Nairobi told RFI that 
the new authority marked a blow 
for Kadhafi's hopes for a united Af-
rica. 
 
"This is a defeat for Kadhafi's posi-
tion for a United States of Africa 
with a highly centralised authority 
both militarily and economically," 
he says. 
 
"On the other hand it is a victory for 
those calling for a gradualist ap-
proach to African unity without 
very clear set timelines." 
 
A new debate also emerged over a 
draft measure on the International 
Criminal Court saying that AU-
member states shall not co-operate 
for the arrest and surrender of in-
dicted African personalities. 
 

(Continued on page 10) 
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The text, backed by Kadhafi, goes 
considerably further than earlier 
AU resolutions and would amount 
to a pledge that no African state 
would hand over Sudan's president 
Omar al-Beshir who has been in-
dicted for war crimes in Darfur. 
 
The measure has not yet come up 
for debate by the heads of state. 
 
Ruling party puts off naming 
presidential candidate 
www.rfi.fr 
July 8, 2009 
 
Gabon's ruling Democratic Party 
has put off nominating its candidate 
for the presidential election whis is 
set to replace Omar Bongo On-
dimba who died last month after 
ruling the country for 41 years. 
 
Despite expectation that the candi-
date would be announced Wednes-
day, as a three-week mourning pe-
riod for Bongo ended, the Gabonese 
Democratic Party (PDG) told the 
public it would have to wait. 
 
As many as tren candidates are 
seeking the party's endorsement to 
run for President. 
 

(Continued from page 9) They include Bongo's son, current 
Defence Minister Ali Ben Bongo 
and Prime Minister Jean Eyeghe 
Ndong, who is married to Bongo's 
daughter. 
 
The election is supposed to be held 
45 days after the end of the previ-
ous presidency but on Monday, the 
government asked the Constitu-
tional Court to put it off. It argued 
that  a delay was "inevitable" to al-
low for the revision of electoral reg-
istars and the setting up of a new 
national autonomous and perma-
nent electoral commission. 
 
The country's interim President 
Rose Francine Rogombeis is under 
pressure from inside and outside the 
country to ensure a smooth democ-
ratic transitional process in Gabon 
after 41 years of quasi-one-party 
rule. 
 
West Africa faces yellow fever 
vaccine shortage 
irinnews.org 
May 27, 2009 
 
DAKAR — Up to 150 million peo-
ple in Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana and Ni-
geria could be at risk of contracting 
yellow fever says the World Health 
Organization, as the International 

Coordinating Group (ICG) on Yel-
low Fever Vaccine reports it has 
just a quarter of the US$186 million 
it needs to vaccinate people in 12 
at-risk countries. 
 
Vaccination campaigns in Burkina 
Faso, Cameroon, Mali, Senegal and 
Togo are complete, leaving Benin, 
Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana, Guinea, Li-
beria, Nigeria and Sierra Leone. 
Existing funds would cover only 
four of the seven remaining coun-
tries. 
 
“If we do not sustain this pro-
gramme, yellow fever outbreaks 
will continue to affect populations 
who can least afford it,” WHO’s 
West Africa immunisation adviser, 
Fenella Avokey, said in a commu-
niqué 
 
The ICG also includes the UN Chil-
dren’s Fund (UNICEF), Médecins 
Sans Frontières and the Interna-
tional Federation of Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies. 
 
Yellow fever is caused by a virus 
transmitted by mosquitoes. Preven-
tive vaccination campaigns are car-
ried out annually, in addition to 
emergency vaccinations in outbreak 
zones, according to WHO. 
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study by the Mozambique institute. 
 
"Models suggest that for the Indian 
Ocean there is an overall tendency 
toward decreasing frequency of 
tropical cyclones but increasing cy-
clone intensity,” the report stated. 
 
"More severe cyclones will pose the 
biggest threat to the [Mozambique] 
coast; beyond 2030, the accelerat-
ing sea level rise will present the 
greatest danger, especially when 
combined with high tides and storm 
surges," it added. 
 
Researchers project a 3-5 percent 
increase in wind speed per degree 
Celsius increase of tropical sea sur-
face temperatures. "The current un-
derstanding is that ocean warming 
plays a major role in intensified cy-
clone activity and heightened storm 
surges," it stated. 
 
In a scenario of a high, non-linear 
sea-level rise due to polar ice melt-
ing, Beira "will be cut off from the 
interior and will likely become an 

(Continued on page 12) 

Coastal populations at risk as cli-
mate changes 
Irinnews.org 
May 20, 2009 
 
NAIROBI — Several large African 
cities are at risk from rising sea lev-
els and intense storms, experts 
warn. 
 
Poor neighbourhoods and slums in 
Bugama and Okrika in Nigeria, 
Freetown in Sierra Leone, Bathurst 
in the Gambia and Tanga in Tanza-
nia, are especially vulnerable. 
 
In such low-income urban centres, 
infrastructure is often non-existent 
or ill-maintained, according to a 
World Bank report, Sea level Rise 
and Storm Surges, while storm-
water drainage infrastructure is of-
ten outdated and inadequate. 
 
According to the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), a 
trend has emerged since the mid-
1970s where storms tend to last 
longer and be more intense, with a 
strong correlation to the rise in 
tropical sea surface temperature. 
 
In sub-Saharan Africa, storm surge 
zones are concentrated in Madagas-
car, Mauritania, Mozambique and 
Nigeria. These countries alone ac-
count for about half (53 percent) of 
the total increase in the region’s 
surge zones resulting from sea level 
rise and intensified storms. 
 
At least three cyclones struck 
Madagascar between January and 
April 2009, affecting thousands. 
 
 

 
In Mozambique, one of the most 
vulnerable coastlines in Africa, 15 
of the 56 tropical cyclones and 
tropical storms that entered the Mo-
zambique Channel from 1980 to 
2007 made landfall. 
 
Tropical cyclones, also called ty-
phoons and hurricanes, are power-
ful storms generated over tropical 
or sub-tropical waters whose impact 
includes extremely strong winds, 
torrential rains, high waves and 
damaging storm surges, leading to 
extensive flooding. 
 
 
"Coastal flooding has started to be 
of concern in the last 10 to 15 
years," Pedro Tomo, director of the 
Mozambique National Institute for 
Disaster Management, told IRIN. 
"Now, a few times each year, there 
are people who wake up in water." 
 
In 50 years, Tomo said, some 
coastal towns will disappear if 
nothing is done - such as Nacala, 
Beira, Quelimane and Mahajanga. 
 
Such a scenario would not just dis-
place the population, but also dam-
age economic infrastructure, said 
Michel Matera, programme man-
ager, crisis prevention and recov-
ery/environment, for the UN Devel-
opment Programme in Mozam-
bique. 
 
At least 2.5 million people live in 
Mozambique's coastal areas, surviv-
ing on rain-fed farming and fishing. 
But migration to coastal towns is 
placing more people, infrastructure 
and services at risk, according to a 
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island..." 
 
Maputo's port, its rail links and oil 
facilities, which are on an estuary, 
are also subject to flooding. 
 
Studies show that Mozambique, 
Ghana and Togo may lose more 
than 50 percent of their coastal 
gross domestic product (GDP), but 
losses would be highest in Nigeria 
(US$407.61 million). 
 
Coastal agriculture, in terms of ex-
tent of croplands, will be affected 
100 percent in Nigeria, 66.67 per-
cent in Ghana, and 50 percent in 
Togo and Equatorial Guinea. 
 
Desert creep 
 
Mauritania is experiencing the im-
pact of a changing climate exempli-
fied by a steadily creeping desert 
and other extreme weather events. 
It is one of the countries likely to be 
worst affected by intensified storm 
surges. 
 
"About every seven years, there are 
very high sea waves that sometimes 
flood up to 800m inshore," Mo-
hamed Moulaye Ely, head of civil 
protection in Mauritania's Ministry 
of Interior, told IRIN. "In 1988, this 
happened during the day but in 
2001 it was at night and most peo-
ple were caught unawares." 
 
Mauritania relies mainly on sand 
dunes as a natural barrier to control 
coastal flooding. The dunes cover a 
5km stretch into the capital, Nouak-
chott. 
 
"There isn't much prevention plan-
ning to deal with disasters here," he 
said. "We are like a fire brigade. 

(Continued from page 11) We create a committee to respond 
when something happens." 
 
Mauritania has a disaster manage-
ment platform, but "...the political 
situation will be a major determiner 
of its success", he said. The military 
ousted former president Sidi Mo-
hamed ould Cheikh Abdallahi in a 
2008 coup. 
 
 
Photo: NASA 
A crack recorded in the sea ice 
along the Antarctic Peninsula (file 
photo): There are new projections 
in sea-level rise caused by the ac-
celerating rates of loss from ice 
sheets 
Rising sea levels 
 
Much of the land in and around Ni-
geria’s commercial capital Lagos is 
less than 2m above sea level so it 
too is expected to be affected by 
rising sea levels. 
 
In Cotonou, Benin, the continued 
advance of the sea, coastal erosion 
and the rise in sea levels are already 
threatening vulnerable communities 
and disrupting the least-protected 
sensitive ecosystems. Some roads, 
beaches and buildings have already 
been destroyed by the coastline’s 
regression in the past 10 years. 
 
Zanzibar is experiencing marine 
flooding, partly due to mangrove 
and coconut plantation felling, said 
Waride Jabu, director of the disaster 
management department. Erosion is 
also being experienced along the 
coastline, where an increase in 
building activity has been noted. 
 
Coastal erosion is expected to 
threaten investment in beach re-
sorts. This will arise from the grad-

ual inundation of offshore islands 
and increased damage to the coral 
eco-systems, which will reduce 
their capacity to protect the coast. 
 
Jabu said high tidal waves were in-
creasing. "So far, no damage to in-
frastructure has been noted, but the 
sea seems to be slowly eating the 
shore." The Zanzibari disaster de-
partment was encouraging refores-
tation along the coastline. 
 
In Eritrea, trees are being planted 
on the 1,100km coastline, said 
Solomon Haile, the director of the 
planning and statistics division in 
the Ministry of Agriculture. "The 
land is a bit elevated so we are not 
currently afraid of the sea rising," 
he added. 
 
 
More than half the coastal popula-
tion of Djibouti, Togo, Mozam-
bique, Tanzania, and Sudan would 
be at risk from intensified storms 
and rising sea levels, experts say. 
 
Counting the cost 
 
According to the Mozambique 
study, the re-insurance industry has 
also recognised the need to increase 
the probability of tropical cyclones 
making landfall on vulnerable 
coasts in its risk calculations. “Risk 
carriers believe they cannot wait 
until science has provided answers 
to all the relevant questions, but 
must already make substantial up-
ward adjustments to the cost of 
cover in such risk portfolios.” 
 
An average 78 million people 
worldwide are exposed each year to 
tropical cyclone wind hazard and 
another 1.6 million to storm surges. 

(Continued on page 13) 



 

�

� ����������������
���� !��

In terms of economic exposure, an annual average of $1,284 billion in GDP is exposed to tropical cyclones, 
according to the 2009 Global Assessment Report on Disaster Risk Reduction. 
 
"Currently 10 percent of the world’s total population (over 600 million people) and 13 percent of its urban 
population (over 360 million people) live on the 2 percent of the world’s land area that is less than 10m above 
sea level, known as the Low Elevation Coastal Zone," it stated. "In Africa, 12 percent of the urban population 
lives in the LECZ." 

(Continued from page 12) 

The government is taking urgent steps to cushion the impacts of the crisis and save some of the worst-hit sec-
tors from collapse. 
 
Essimi Menye is Cameroon’s minister of finance. He says the government has reduced taxes, notably in the 
timber sector. There are also plans to encourage consumption by eliminating the value added tax for all wood 
products sold locally. More measures are in the pipeline. He says external demand for exports like rubber and 
timber has continued to plunge and have even disappeared in some sectors. 
 
Just before the crisis, Cameroon’s dismal economy was about to turn the corner to enjoy robust growth. The 
government had targeted over 10 billion US dollars in new mining projects, designed blueprints to develop 
its huge hydroelectricity potential and increased investments in agro-production. 
 
But those projects now appear in jeopardy. Most have been delayed or scaled back, diminishing prospects of 
employment and poverty alleviation for thousands. 
 
Meantime, experts say Cameroon’s unexploited natural resources provide a wealth of potential. But they say 
a combination of bad governance, corruption, graft, and lack of foresight has stalled growth and increased 
debt. The U.S. Central Intelligence Agency says Cameroon, with an estimated 18 million inhabitants, has one 
of the best-endowed commodity markets.But it notes that only 10 percent of the roads are paved and unem-
ployment is over 30 percent. 
 
The IMF initially projected growth rate of more than six percent in sub-Saharan Africa this year. But it’s now 
cut the figure to 3.25 percent. It has pledged to help Africa survive the crisis amid tighter conditions for ex-
ternal financing. 
 
But the IMF says Cameroon must make a number of improvements, including increasing its energy supply, 
improving infrastructure, perking up its weak business environment and ensuring better governance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Using puppets to battle Kenya 
corruption 
Will Ross 
BBC News 
 
NAIROBI — At a recent prayer 
breakfast in Kenya, religious mat-
ters were pushed aside and instead 
gluttony was the order of the day. 
 
President Mwai Kibaki struggled to 
eat a whole chapatti in one go, 
Prime Minister Raila Odinga spilt 
tea down his suit and Vice-
President Kalonzo Musyoka strug-
gled after getting a sausage stuck in 
his mouth. 
 
Luckily, these were just puppets 
being filmed in the cramped dining 
room of a Nairobi home for the lat-
est of 13 episodes of the XYZ 
show. 
 
The satirical puppet show, which 
was influenced by the British 1980s 
show Spitting Image and France's 
Les Guignols, is a chance for a 
group of scriptwriters and puppet-
eers to delve into the murky world 
of Kenyan politics. 
 
The man behind it is East Africa's 
best known cartoonist, Gado, who 
has been taking a pop at Kenya's 
elite for years and encourages peo-
ple to question events in Kenya. 
 
"I think it's everybody's duty," he 
said. 
 
"You can't put that responsibility on 
one individual, as every Kenyan 
should contribute to expose what is 
happening and to expose corrup-
tion." 

 
Kenya has its fair share of political 
scandals and people have a fairly 
low view of their politicians, sev-
eral of whom were accused of stok-
ing the ethnic violence which flared 
after the disputed election in De-
cember 2007. 
 
Now members of the coalition gov-
ernment, formed to prevent the 
country descending further into an-
archy, have another reason to watch 
their steps - unless they want to see 
an embarrassing action replay in 
latex. 
 
"We bring out the character... espe-
cially when it comes to the fact that 
the politicians never stand for any-
thing, the double-standards and the 
hypocrisy," said director James 
Kanja, who says he is not expecting 
any threatening phone calls in re-
sponse to the show. 
 
"We feel secure knowing that we 
are working with puppets so we 
could argue at the end of the day 
that this is a puppet not a real per-
son." 
 
The XYZ team has set up its main 
studio in a warehouse across town. 
 
As the cameras roll, the production 
team is glued to TV monitors to 
check the mannerisms are just right. 
 
In the Kiswahili language, the pup-
pet bearing a close resemblance to 
the prime minister is reassuring the 
nation that all is well in the coali-
tion government because everyone 
is eating a healthy slice of the na-
tional cake. 

 
A clear reference to recent high 
level corruption scandals. 
 
Each character has two puppeteers - 
one controlling the eyes, the other 
the body. 
 
After working with muppets and 
marionettes for more than 10 years, 
Daniel Otieno now gets maximum 
job satisfaction working closely 
with a scarily life-like latex Presi-
dent Kibaki. 
 
"It's awesome to be in control of the 
president. After all, he gets his sal-
ary from us," says Mr Otieno, after 
helping the presidential puppet de-
liver a speech about safe sex. 
 
The fact that the show is on air is a 
sign of press freedom here. 
 
If you tried to produce a show like 
this in several other countries, you 
would end up behind bars before 
you could say: "Camera, Lights, 
Action." 
 
“ The puppets and the puppeteers 
tend to do some very interesting 
things when given a free rein ” 
James Kanja 
 
In South Africa, a similar satirical 
show has been produced but so far 
has not aired. 
 
This has left people wondering 
whether the politicians and broad-
casters are ready to witness the 
sight of a Jacob Zuma-like puppet 
fleeing from the National Prosecut-
ing Authority or a latex version of 

(Continued on page 15) 
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Thabo Mbeki in drag, singing the 
Gloria Gaynor hit I Will Survive. 
 
Kenya's XYZ Show has been in the 
pipeline since 2002 but was re-
cently given a financial leg-up 
when several embassies and the 
Ford Foundation came forward to 
support it. 
 
Projects that might help keep the 
politicians under scrutiny and pro-
mote democracy and accountability 
are seen by donors as worth spon-
soring. 
 
USAid has been helping distribute 
Michela Wrong's latest book, It's 
Our Turn To Eat, which shines a 
bright light on political corruption. 
 
Kenyan bookstores had been ex-
tremely reluctant to stock it, fearing 
they might make enemies in high 
places. 
 
Without the funding, the show was 
unlikely to make it onto TV. 
 
I was told the puppets cost $2-3,000 

(Continued from page 14) each, with the latex imported from 
France. 
 
The creators have had some un-
usual explaining to do at customs. 
 
There was a production delay in the 
puppet workshop recently as Ken-
yan customs officials raised a few 
eyebrows over a small package 
which apparently contained the the 
eyes of the First Lady, Lucy Kibaki. 
 
There is a history of political satire 
in Kenya, with the popular comedy 
trio Redykyulass having caused 
years of belly aches and Nation 
TV's Bull's Eye sending up the poli-
ticians each week. 
 
The feedback for the XYZ show 
itself has been lukewarm so far, 
with critics suggesting it is too seri-
ous and lacks pace. 
 
But the team is confident it will im-
prove and by veering off script it 
could produce more laughs. 
 
"Whenever we are not shooting the 
serious stuff on the scripts the pup-

pets and the puppeteers tend to do 
some very interesting things when 
given a free rein," said Mr Kanja. 
 
The big question is how far the 
scriptwriters can push out the boat 
without upsetting the powers that 
be. 
 
"Our goal is not to avoid any char-
acter or subject," said Gado. 
 
He was being watched from the 
sidelines by Kenya's famous son 
Barack Obama, who has been given 
ears the size of satellite dishes. 
 
"We are going to push it as far as 
we can and if we get into trouble 
that's part and parcel of the show 
and the industry." 
 
So far it hasn't been possible to get 
any reaction from the real Kenyan 
politicians. 
 
But I did hear a whisper that one 
had complained, "Why have they 
made my mouth so big?" 
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RFI Musique 
June 4, 2009 
 
PARIS — "Charlotte Mbango died this [Tuesday] morning. She suffered 
from acute diabetes over the past three weeks," her older brother Njoh 
Mboulè declared in a statement to AFP, without giving further details. 
For the past few days she had been hospitalised at the Kremlin-Bicêtre 
CHU clinic in Val de Marne, near Paris, having been transported from 
Dublin in Ireland, where she had been living for several years. She leaves 
a daughter, Chris Audrey, as well as a  granddaughter. 
 
Charlotte Mbango sang in a choir from the age of 9, participating in many school concerts. Later, she started 
singing with negro spiritual groups. After moving to Paris, she got work on the Parisian music scene thanks to 
her cousin Joe Mboulé, accompanying internationally renowned artists such as Manu Dibango. 
 
Having gained a masters in marketing, Charlotte Mbango launched her solo career, debuting in 1987 with her 
album Nostalgie. It featured the song Dikom lam la moto which gave her her first success. She popularized 
Makossa, an urban music style from Cameroon, leaving her mark on the genre with such songs as the Guy 
Lobé-penned Konkai makossa, a major hit which won her a gold album in 1988, presented to her by the de-
signer Paco Rabane. Charlotte Mbango was very religious, and also recorded hymns in her native Duala 
tongue. She recorded around a dozen albums in all and received an honorary Tamani during the Golden Ta-
mani Awards held in Bamako, Mali, in 2003. 
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Discography 

Year Title 

1987 Nostalgie 

1988 Konai makossa 

1991 Maloko 

1996 Malea 

1998 Combines Religieuses 

1998 Sans papiers 

2002 Mon combat  

2005 Canticles 
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Is this a... 

 �  New Membership? 

 �  Renewal 

 �  Update 

 �  COS 

 �  Single 

 �  Gift 

 �  New RPCV 

  

Membership Type 

Address cont: 

City: 

State: 

Zip: 

Home Phone: 

Work Phone: 

Fax: 

Email: 

Location in Cameroon: 

Service Date: 

Affiliation (USAID, Peace Corps, Cameroonian Citizen, State Dept. etc.): 

Name: 

Address: 
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Over the last few years the cost of printing the quarterly newsletters and annual directory has increased significantly. In addition, most FOC 
members now have access to the internet and have email accounts. We are requesting that you accept that the newsletter and annual directory be 
sent to you electronically. You will be informed by email as to where you can download these documents using a standard web browser. The 
email will also contain a password that will allow you to unlock the document. All documents will be distributed via Adobe PDF format. If you 
do not accept electronic distribution, you will continue to receive these documents via regular mail as in the past. Please indicate your selection 
below. If accepting, please assure you entered a valid email address above. 
 

     I accept to receive quarterly newsletters and the annual directory electronically 
 
     Please continue to send the quarterly newsletter and annual directory via regular mail 

Single Membership in FOC ($15) $ 

Single Membership in both FOC and NPCA ($50) $ 

New RPCV Membership (within one year of COS) (FREE) $ 

Donation $ 

Overseas Address, add $5 $ 

 $ 

 $ 

TOTAL ENCLOSED $ 

All Membership Dues valid for 12 months (three year option available: go to www.rpcv.org) 
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