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www.bbc.co.uk 
December 4, 2009 
 
Cameroon are returning to the World 
Cup as one of Africa’s strongest 
teams, after missing the previous edi-
tion in Germany in 2006. The Indomi-
table Lions, who thrilled the world in 
their five previous appearances, have 
been revitalised by new coach Paul Le 
Guen. They had picked up just a sin-
gle point from their first two matches 
in the qualifiers. After Le Guen’s ap-
pointment they won four matches in a 
row to go through. Their appearance is 
a record sixth for an African nation at 
the World Cup finals.The footballing 
world first took notice of Cameroon at 
the 1982 World Cup but their per-
formance during the 1990 tournament, 
where they reached the quarter-finals, 

was their high point. They qualified 
for the next three finals in 1994, 1998 
and 2002 but failed to get beyond the 
group phase on each occasion.Now Le 
Guen has rung the changes and a new 
generation, like Alex Song and Nico-
las Nkoulou, is coming through to 
play alongside the likes of Geremi and 
veteran keeper Carlos Kameni. “To 
progress past the first round would be 
great and then we’ll see what hap-
pens,” Le Guen said. 
 
“There is a team here that is able to 
give joy to the fans.” 
And new captain Samuel Eto’o, three-
time African Player of the Year, is 
unrestrained about the chances of his 
well-balanced side. 
“We have a good team with young 
players and veterans – a great mixture. 

I am optimistic. Cameroon could well 
cause a surprise at the World Cup fi-
nals,” Eto’o said. 
With the Indomitable Lions regaining 
their confidence playing them on their 
home continent could be tricky. 
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UPDATE: Cameroon 0-1 Gabon  
Dave Lee and Stephen Fottrell  
www.bbc.co.uk 
January 13, 2010 
 
Gabon are the latest team to cause a major upset at the Africa Cup of Nations, 
after they clung on to beat four-time champions Cameroon 1-0. 
Hull City striker Daniel Cousin put the Gabonese ahead in the 17th minute 
when he capitalised on poor defending to stroke home a well-placed shot. 
Cameroon piled on the pressure in the second half, with Achille Emana and un-
der-par Samuel Eto'o coming close. 
 
But Gabon goalkeeper Ovono Ebang's solid display kept Cameroon at bay. 
The Indomitable Lions spent much of the second half peppering the Gabon 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Cameroon Connection is the newsletter of the 
Friends of Cameroon (FOC). It is published 
quarterly and distributed to members. Readers 
are invited to submit articles and other infor-
mation about Cameroon. Submissions must 
arrive by the first day of the last month of 
each quarter for inclusion in the next issue. 
 
Emma Stephens, Editor, Layout 
Steven Durbano, Editor 
 
FOC was founded in 1988 as a collection of 
individuals who are interested in the people 
and culture of Cameroon. FOC seeks to assist 
Cameroonians in Cameroon by funding in-
country activities, to assist Cameroonians in 
the U.S., to inform and educate Americans 
about Cameroon and to assist members to 
renew linkages with Cameroon and with those 
with whom they have lived and worked. 
 
Board of Directors/Activity Liaison 
 
President 
 Bill Strassberger (301) 890-6888 
Vice President/Development Projects 
 Margaret Equopi Bate (218) 575-9345 
Treasurer 
 Lisa Reeves Zenner (510) 769-7310 
Secretary/Worldwide Schools Liaison 
 Judy Kallal (307) 634-2816 
Member-at-Large/Newsletter Coordinator 
 Steven Durbano (858) 780-2570 
 
Send hardcopy, FAX or email material to  
Cameroon Connection at: 
 
Friends of Cameroon 
13201 Stravinsky Drive 
Silver Spring, MD 20904 
 
Http://friendsofcameroon.org 
Email: newsletter@friendsofcameroon.org 
 
FOC membership dues are $15 per year.  
Joint membership with the National Peace 
Corps Association is $50 per year. Overseas 
members, add $5. 
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Several new members joined Friends of Cameroon, some recently COSed and 
some reconnecting after several years. 
 
New member Tom McMakin (Njinikom 84-86) now lives in Bozeman MT with 
his wife (an RPCV from Gabon) and two children.  For many years he ran Great 
Harvest Bread Company.  Now he is a partner in a private investment firm.  He 
has stayed in touch with his friends in Njinikom and was lucky enough to return 
to Kom two years ago. 
 
Tim Hartman recently ended his tour as a Small Enterprise Development volun-
teer from Nkongsamba (07-09).  You can catch his blog at:  
timhartmancameroon.blogspot.com 
 
Tara Smith just finished her service in Baré (07-09).  She says “I completed a 
school development project in my town thanks to FOC!”  You’re welcome, 
Tara! 
 
Genevieve Dozier (Makak 07-09) just ended her service as a Small Enterprise 
Development volunteer. 
 
To all our new members: welcome home, welcome back and thanks for sharing 
and joining FOC! —Ed. 
�
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Cameroon growth to rise back to 3.0 
% in 2010 
Reuters  
October 8, 2009 
 
Growth will pick up in Cameroon in 
2010 because of an increase in spend-
ing on state projects that will help 
counterbalance the impact of the global 
downturn on central Africa’s biggest 
economy, analysts say.  Cameroon’s 
growth rate is expected to fall to 
around 2.5 percent in 2009 from 4.1 
percent in 2008 as a result of lower 
foreign demand for Cameroon’s pri-
mary export commodities such as oil, 
wood, rubber, cotton and aluminium.  
 
But a Reuters poll of analysts showed 
growth in gross domestic product ris-
ing to 3.0 percent in 2010. ”We expect 
a slight recovery in 2010 as a result 
mainly of a substantial increase in ce-
ment production as part of a pickup in 
building and public works pro-
grammes, a rise in agricultural produc-
tion, and of cocoa and bananas,” Cam-
eroon’s Ministry of Economy, Plan-
ning and Regional Development 
(MINEPAT) said. Government con-
struction schemes are seen as key to 
the revival. 
 
“A government boost to investment 
and the mandated cutting of food 
prices (have) improved economic pros-
pects recently,” said Lisa Lewin, ana-
lyst at London-based Business Monitor 
International (BMI). 
 
Cameroon’s government has cut its 
2009 growth forecast twice this year, 
from 4.1 percent in January to 3 per-
cent in April and 2.5 percent by the 
end of June. 
 
“The economy has continued to per-
form poorly because government has 
not carried out reforms to improve the 
business climate,” said Babissakana, 

chief executive of Prescriptor, a 
Yaounde-based finance and economic 
consultancy. 
 
“Moreover, the global recession and 
difficultly accessing investment capital 
has tied down expected large mining 
operations, and although there has been 
a steady increase in energy supply 
since 2005 it is still insufficient, ad-
versely affecting industrial activity,” 
he said. 
 
Cameroon’s economy grew from 3.5 
percent in 2007 to 4.1 percent in 2008 
as a result of high oil prices on world 
markets, an increase in energy supply, 
and programmes to boost agricultural 
production. 
 
The economy will continue to be un-
derpinned by domestic demand, and 
the rate of inflation will be contained at 
below 3 percent in 2009 and 2010, ac-
cording to the poll. 
 
In the long term, analysts say Camer-
oon will need to raise non-oil revenue, 
strengthen public expenditure manage-
ment and transparency, improve gov-
ernance, make the business environ-
ment more attractive and give the fi-
nancial sector a greater role in eco-
nomic development. 
 
Cameroon Working to Improve 
Internet Security After Topping 
Fraud List 
Scott Stearns 
VOAnews.com 
January 5, 2009 
 
DAKAR—Cameroon starts the new 
year as home to the world's riskiest 
Internet sites according to cyber-
security firm McAfee. The government 
says it is drafting new laws to punish 
Internet fraud. 
 
Cameroon starts the new year as home 

to the world's riskiest Internet sites ac-
cording to cyber-security firm McAfee. 
The government says it is drafting new 
laws to punish Internet fraud. 
 
Cameroon's place atop the Internet 
fraud list is partly a result of the alpha-
bet. 
 
Criminals are taking advantage of 
Cameroon's Internet suffix ".cm" to 
trick careless Web surfers who mistype 
the popular ".com" suffix. By estab-
lishing false ".cm" sites that appear 
similar to the ".com" Web page people 
thought they were going to, criminals 
can acquire personal information for 
identity theft and spread spyware and 
malicious downloads. 
 
The U.S. cyber security firm McAfee 
says more than one-third of Web sites 
hosted in Cameroon are suspicious, 
putting the West African nation ahead 
of China, Samoa, the Philippines and 
the former Soviet Union as the world's 
riskiest destination for Internet surfers. 
 
But Cameroon's minister of posts and 
telecommunications, Jean-Pierre Biyiti 
Bi Essam, says the McAfee study does 
not reflect everything that is going on 
in Cameroon. 
 
Biyiti Bi Essam says Cameroon is still 
at the beginning of its Internet develop-
ment, and it is at this moment that 
McAfee is making its judgment. He 
says President Paul Biya's government 
has read the report and is responding, 
first by moving to improve security. 
 
Biyiti Bi Essam says Cameroon is 
working with South Korea on a project 
to improve Internet security. He says 
the study has been completed and ac-
tion will soon be taken to boost Inter-
net security, electronic commerce, and 
electronic banking in Cameroon. The 

(Continued on page 4) 
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minister says the government is also 
drafting laws against cyber criminality. 
 
Tougher criminal penalties are a big 
part of solving the problem as McAfee 
says cyber-criminals target regions that 
pose the least risk of being caught and 
where registering sites is cheap and 
convenient. 
 
Cameroon's government has its own 
problems with computer hackers as 
official government sites were crashed 
several times last year, preventing peo-
ple from accessing on-line information. 
Web sites for Cameroonian newspa-
pers have also been hacked, sometimes 
to place advertisements for the sale of 
protected species. 
 
McAfee's third annual report on world-
wide Internet security says the coun-
tries with the safest domains are Japan, 
Ireland, and Croatia. 
 
U.S.$ 190 Million From the AfDB to 
Link Up Congo and Cameroon 
AllAfrica.com 
September 28, 2009 
 
The Ketta-Djoum Road and the Braz-
zaville-Yaoundé Transport Corridor 
Facilitation Project will assist in 
strengthening regional integration in 
Central Africa. It will enable intercon-
necting highways linking Cameroon, 
Congo, DRC, Gabon, Equatorial 
Guinea and Central African Republic. 
In addition to improving the movement 
of people and goods between Congo 
and Cameroon, it will open up areas 
with significant economic potential in 
Northern Congo (agriculture, ore, tim-
ber, etc.) and in the South-eastern part 
of Cameroon..The 504.5-km Ketta-
Djoum Road is a major link on the 1 
612-km highway connecting the two 
capital cities of Brazzaville (Republic 
of Congo) and Yaoundé, (Cameroon). 
At completion, the project, to be imple-
mented in two phases, will provide a 
completely paved corridor between 

(Continued from page 3) Brazzaville and Yaoundé. 
 
“No permanent road connection actu-
ally exists between the capitals of the 
two countries (Yaoundé and Brazza-
ville),” says Ali Kies, Manager, Trans-
port Division, at the African Develop-
ment Bank. “The road sections be-
tween Ketta and Djoum along this axis 
are in an advanced state of disrepair, 
thus cutting off regions that it crosses. 
As a result, huge agricultural, mining 
and tourist potential remain untapped, 
constituting a setback to the develop-
ment of trade between the two nations 
and in the Central Africa sub-region.” 
 
The first phase of the project, funded 
by the African Development Fund, 
includes, (in Congo), paving of the 
Ketta-Biessi section (121 km) and 
minimal works on the Biessi-
Cameroon border earth road section 
(195 km). In Cameroon, it involves 
minimal works on the Congo border-
Mintom earth road section (105.5 km) 
and paving of the Mintom-Djoum sec-
tion (83 km). Phase II of the project 
will comprise paving the remaining 
Biessi-Cameroon border earth road 
section (195 km) in Congo and paving 
the remaining Congo border-Mintom 
earth road section. 
 
Leading the implementation of 
NEPAD’s infrastructure and regional 
integration programmes, the AfDB 
Group dedicates up to 60% of its op-
erations to infrastructure. 
 
World’s rarest ape filmed for first 
time 
telegraph.co.uk 
December 17, 2009 
 
The world’s rarest and most camera 
shy great ape has finally been captured 
on professional video on a forested 
mountain in Cameroon. With the assis-
tance of the Wildlife Conservation So-
ciety’s Cameroon Program, a film crew 
from the Hamburg-based NDR 
Naturfilm managed to video the elu-

sive Cross River gorilla earlier this 
year in a stand of montane trees after 
weeks of effort in the Kagwene Gorilla 
Sanctuary. “These gorillas are ex-
tremely wary of humans and are very 
difficult to photograph or film,” said 
Dr. Roger Fotso, Director of the Wild-
life Conservation Society’s Cameroon 
Program. “Eventually, we identified 
and staked out some of the gorillas fa-
vorite fig trees, which is where we fi-
nally achieved our goal,” he 
added.”It’s unbelievable that one great 
ape subspecies has never been filmed 
for TV so far,” said Jorn Rover, Head 
of NDR Naturfilm. “We hope that our 
international production helps to raise 
awareness for these magnificent crea-
tures and the work of the WCS,” he 
added. [+video] 
 
The only previous footage available of 
the rare apes was taken from a long 
distance with a shaky, hand-held cam-
era in 2005 by a field researcher. 
 
Due to the steep mountain terrain, 
tracking gorillas in Kagwene is time-
consuming and sometimes treacherous. 
 
Through the years, WCS researchers 
have developed an effective non-
invasive monitoring system aimed at 
keeping track of the gorillas without 
disturbing them or getting them used to 
human presence. 
 
After weeks with WCS’s assistance, 
the crew finally filmed several minutes 
of two gorillas feeding on figs some 
30-40 feet above the forest floor. 
 
“These extraordinary images are vital 
for the fight to save the world’s least 
known and rarest ape as well as the 
mountain rainforest on which they de-
pend,” said Dr. James Deutsch, Direc-
tor of the Wildlife Conservation Soci-
ety’s Africa Program. 
 
“Over the past twenty years, local 
communities, the governments of 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Cameroon and Nigeria, funders, and 
committed conservationists have laid 
the foundation for a great conservation 
success story. We hope these pictures 
will introduce to the world the lead 
players in this story, the Cross River 
gorillas themselves,” he added. 
 
New Beer Prices Downsize Sales 
Cameroon Tribune 
January 7, 2010 
 
Sellers and consumers complain the 
increase was not accompanied by in-
crease in salaries. The increase in the 
prices of drinks, especially beer which 
went operational since January 1, 2010 
is causing a stir within the ranks of 
consumers and people who make ends 
meet through the sale of drinks. 
 
While consumers are blaming their 
now low consumption of beer on the 
new prices, sellers say they are unable 
to realise returns as before and so their 
living standards as well as those of 
people depending on them have 
dropped. “We are now working for 
brewery companies given that we can 
no longer make ends meet with the 
discouragingly high prices”, a sales 
man said at a drinking spot in Mvog-
mbi yesterday. 
 
CT visited some drinking spots in the 
country’s capital city, Yaounde, yester-
day and although consumers were 
complaining of what they termed the 
arbitrary increase in the prices of beer, 
they still remained glued to the bottle. 
“Beer is like food to us and increasing 
its price without a corresponding in-
crease in the income of citizens to meet 
up with the new prices is unfair”, Alain 
Chetou, whom we met in a drinking 
spot at Mvog-mbi, complained. Like 
Chetou, other consumers said life is 
already hard for citizens and increasing 
prices of highly-consumed products 
like beer is synonymous with worsen-
ing the already bad situation. “What is 
the income of an average Cameroonian 

(Continued from page 4) to buy a bottle of beer at FCFA 600?”, 
one of the drinkers complained. Ac-
cording to salesmen, people have kept 
complaining from when the new prices 
went operational. “The new prices 
might not have reduced the number of 
people drinking but the quantity of 
beer they now drink is reduced and so 
our revenue”, Mathieu, Manager Vita 
Bar at Mvog Atangana Mballa com-
plained. He said the situation, already 
made worse by the usual financial 
hardship of January is further exacer-
bated by the inadequate supply of some 
brands of beer. “Mutzig, Beaufort 
Light and Amstel, among others, are 
scarce and these are some of the 
highly-consumed drinks”, Mr Mathieu 
lamented. Like him, other salesmen 
advocated an increase in workers’ in-
comes so that they can in turn drink 
more for people depending on the sales 
of the drinks to also live. They how-
ever declined disclosing how much 
they sold before and how they are sell-
ing now with the new prices. 
 

Rio costs up, output down in new 
Cameroon power deal 
Tansa Musa 
Reuters 
Nov. 21, 2009 
 
Rio Tinto’s aluminium operation in 
Cameroon has secured a 30-year power 
supply contract with the government 
but electricity costs have doubled and 
output from a smelter will fall due to 
cuts in power consumption, Rio said. 
Rio Tinto Alcan (RIO.L: Quote, Pro-
file, Research)(RIO.AX: Quote, Pro-

file, Research) is a partner with Camer-
oon’s government in Alucam, a bauxite 
mining and aluminium smelting opera-
tion that had already slashed output by 
nearly 40 percent from its 90,000 tonne 
capacity in 2009 due to power short-
ages. “The new contract will last 30 
years and Alucam will now pay 12.94 
CFA francs ($0.029) per kilowatt of 
electricity, up from about 6 CFA francs 
for the previous one,” Cameroon’s Fi-
nance Minister Lazarre Essimi Meny 
said late on Friday. “On paper, the 
price increase seems to be too much, 
but in reality it is just within interna-
tional norms,” he added. Menye said 
state power firm AES-SONEL will 
raise power supply to Alucam to 250 
MW in 2012 when the Kribi gas-fired 
power plant goes operational and to 
490 MW in 2013, when other power 
plants come on line. 
 
However, in the meantime, Alucam 
has agreed to slash its electricity con-
sumption from current levels around 
140-120 MW so Cameroon can avoid 
power cuts and satisfy electricity de-
mand, which is growing at eight per-
cent per annum. 
 
“Going by the present arrangement, 
we’ll further reduce our electricity con-
sumption to about 100 MW in 2010 
and 2011,” Alucam spokesman Arnold 
Mouangue said. 
 
“(This) means our output, which al-
ready dropped to 63 percent in 2009 
will fall again to around 50 percent 
during the two years,” he added. 
 
Alucam and the government agreed in 
2005 to increase capacity at Alucam’s 
Edea smelter to 300,000 tonnes from 
current levels around 90,000 tonnes but 
the project has been delayed due to the 
global crisis and chronic power prob-
lems in Cameroon. 
 
Alucam had a turn-over of 149 billion 
CFA francs in 2008. It contributes 7 

(Continued on page 6) 
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percent of Cameroon’s industrial out-
put, 5 percent of export revenues, and 
generates 3 percent of the gross domes-
tic product. ($1=441.5 Cfa Franc)  
 
Fresh asylum claim for Cameroon 
woman 
www.rochdaleonline.co.uk 
January 13, 2010 

 
Lydia Besong, the writer and human 
rights activist threatened with deporta-
tion from the UK, is preparing a fresh 
claim for asylum in the UK. 
 
Mrs Besong and her husband Bernard 
came to the UK in December 2006. 
Their asylum claim is based on their 
activities with the Southern Cameroon 
National Council, a peaceful political 
organisation which campaigns for the 
rights of the English-speaking minority 
of Cameroon. In Cameroon, both 
Lydia and Bernard suffered beatings, 
torture and imprisonment as a result of 
their involvement with the SCNC and 
Lydia was raped by a uniformed prison 
guard. 
 
They lived in Rochdale for three years 
and their widespread support included 
the Rev Graham Lindley and parish-
ioners at St Ann’s Church in Belfield, 
Rochdale. The couple’s campaign was 
also backed by WAST, RAPAR, Man-
chester writers, and English PEN, the 
charity which campaigns for writers 
and playwrights internationally. 
 

(Continued from page 5) Mrs Besong was released from deten-
tion last Friday after the UK Border 
agency decided to consider a fresh 
claim for asylum. 
 
She had been detained at Dallas Court 
reporting centre in Salford on 10 De-
cember and was taken to Yarl’s Wood 
detention centre in Bedfordshire after 
being told she would be deported to 
Cameroon on 21 December. Her hus-
band Bernard Batey, also 38, was due 
to be deported at the same time. 
 
But, with only 72 hours to go, a High 
Court judge in Manchester granted an 
injunction preventing the couple’s de-
portation until new evidence was con-
sidered. The UK Border Agency has 
now agreed that there is evidence for a 
fresh claim and Mrs Besong has been 
released. 
 
The couple have been backed by Roch-
dale MP Paul Rowen who urged Bor-
der and Immigration Minister Phil 
Woolas to take another look at the 
case. Mr Rowen said he had reviewed 
the case himself and was still of the 
opinion that there was “a real and sub-
stantial danger to Ms Besong and Mr 
Batey should they be returned to Cam-
eroon”. 
 
Mr Rowen said: “I am delighted that 
Lydia has now been released. How-
ever, new restrictions mean that both 
she and Bernard have to report weekly 
to Dallas Court in Salford. When their 
asylum claim was refused, all support 
– including housing – was withdrawn 
from them so I am currently going 
through the process of re-applying for 
that support. I know that they are cur-
rently staying with friends in Chorlton 
Manchester but I have written to NASS 
as they wish to move back to their pre-
vious address in Rochdale. 
 
“I have spoken to their solicitor and I 
will be fully backing their new appeal 
for asylum. Both Lydia and Bernard 
have made a great contribution to 

Rochdale and the wider region since 
moving here in 2006 and this can be 
seen from the numbers of people back-
ing their campaign.” 
 
Lydia and Bernard Besong said in a 
joint statement: “We would like to 
thank Paul and all our supporters for 
the marvellous work they have done 
and for the letters, emails and faxes 
they sent to the Home Office backing 
our campaign.” 
 
Camer Couture fashions Black His-
tory Month 
 
“Fashion is our culture.” African de-
signer, Alphadi. 
 
LONDON — Cameroonian culture 
goes couture this Black History Month 
as the African nation’s most fabulous 
fashion designers take over London for 
the first time ever. Courtesy of funky 
new style hub, Camer Couture, Afro-
eccentric star, Anggy Haif and celeb-
rity couturiere, Olivia Ervi will join 
forces with exciting newcomers, 
KiRette Couture, Bot I Lam, Rovisa 
Desings by Rose Mbango and Ms Mi 
to weave a night of eye-popping art, 
elegance and panache at the über chic 
Shoreditch Studios. “The Camer Cou-
ture fashion showcase will be a kalei-
doscopic interpretation of Cameroon’s 
rich history and dynamic culture,” said 
CEO, Cynthia Anduhtabe.News of the 
exquisite encounter between the coun-
try dubbed Africa in miniature and the 
West has set media and entertainment 
circles twirling. With fashion big shot, 
Yemi Osunkoya, buyers, diplomats and 
entrepreneurs on its sparkling guest 
list, the event promises to be a superb 
blend of clout, chic and 
class.Prominent media, including the 
BBC, and highly regarded pan-African 
magazines, ARISE and New African 
Woman will be covering the occasion. 
 
    This event is supported and highly 
recommended by CameroonOnline.org 
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“The recent press and catwalk rage 
about African fashion presents extraor-
dinary prospects for our extremely tal-
ented and versatile designers. 
 
We are very excited about giving them 
the opportunity to access a market 
which is largely unaware of their talent 
and stylistic originality,” explained 
Anduhtable. 

(Continued from page 6) The spectacle will also feature live per-
formances from artists: Muntu Valdo, 
Serge Tebu as well as Dee, Quest & 
Band. 
 
In addition, there will be a raffle sale to 
benefit the Baka Pygmies who make 
up one of Cameroon’s oldest and most 
deprived communities. 
 
A fantastic fusion of makossa, bikutsi, 

soukous, couper-decaler, Nigerian ur-
ban rhythms, R&B, hip-hop and more 
music from around the world will keep 
fashion fops bopping the after party 
away. 
 
“It will be a soirée of chic, couture and 
stylish edutainment blended with 
acoustic bliss and a distinct global 
sound track,” assured art director, Alex 
Quest. 

goal. 
But the first period was more balanced than many would have predicted. 
Gabon set out to play positive, attacking football from the off. 
Cameroon came close early on when Emana forced a fingertip save from Ovono Ebang who pushed the shot onto the 
post. 
Gabon took a deserved lead when Cousin shrugged off Rigobert Song to sneak in and put the ball past Carlos Kameni to 
make it 1-0. 
 
Gabon were not content to sit on their lead, and could have made it two when Kameni's unconvincing punch fell to 
Cousin, whose poor first touch denied him a clear goal-scoring chance. 
Samuel Eto'o was uncharacteristically quiet on his return from a knee injury. 
There were glimpses of quality from Cameroon's all-time top scorer, however, with his quick feet almost creating a 
chance before he was hounded out by several Gabon defenders. 
The result sees Gabon go top of a group that also includes Zambia and Tunisia, while Paul Le Guen's World Cup quali-
fying side will have much to do in their remaining two group games. 
"We are very pleased we got a win in the first game," said Gabon's French coach Alain Giresse, who came out on top in 
the head-to-head meeting against his countryman Le Guen. 
"The system worked well. Technically we were very good. 
"Even if we finish second in this group, we will be happy. What we want is to qualify for the next round." 
The Cameroonians become the third World Cup qualifiers to lose their opening game in Angola, after Algeria and Nige-
ria, while Ivory Coast drew their first match against Burkina Faso. 
Eto'o, however, played down the significance of the result after the match. 
"It's not a big problem," he said. 
"We have to win our next game. We controlled the game but we didn't score." 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Rich world should pay Africa to  
preserve forests 
Reuters 
December 1, 2009 
 
The developed world should pay Afri-
can countries to preserve their vast for-
ests to help the fight against climate 
change, some of the continent’s gov-
ernments will argue at next month’s 
summit in Copenhagen. The position 
of the group of equatorial African 
countries — home to the world’s sec-
ond-largest rainforest after the Amazon 
— underscores rifts between industrial-
ised nations responsible for the bulk of 
greenhouse gas emissions and the de-
veloping world seeking compensation 
to keep development in check. 
“African countries of the Congo Basin 
are not part of the problem, but they 
are part of the solution by preserving 
the rainforest which acts as a defence 
against global warming,” said co-chair 
of the Congo Basin Forest Fund 
(CBFF) and former Canadian Prime 
Minister Paul Martin. “In so doing, 
they deprive millions of their people 
who depend on the forest for their live-
lihoods. The rest of the world, particu-
larly the industrialised North, must 
recognise this and understand that 
somebody has to pay the price for pres-
ervation,” he said. 
 
The Congo Basin forests cover an esti-
mated 200 million hectares and pro-
vide food, shelter and livelihood for 
more than 50 million people. 
 
CBFF is associated with the Congo 
Basin Forest Partnership, a U.N. regis-
tered group with ten member states — 
Burundi, Cameroon, Central African 
Republic, Chad, Equatorial Guinea, 
Democratic Republic of Congo, Ga-
bon, Republic of Congo, Rwanda, and 
Sao Tome and Principe. 
 
According to the CBFF, the forests 

have been storing an estimated 500 
million tonnes of carbon dioxide per 
year, offsetting about 1.7 percent of 
global emissions of the gas widely 
blamed for global warming. 
 
But growing populations, expanding 
subsistence agriculture, road construc-
tion, mining and rising Asian demand 
for hardwood lumber have intensified 
pressure on the Congo Basin, which 
has been depleted at a rate of 1 percent 
per year. 
 
Last month, the group representing the 
Central African states warned they 
would not endorse any agreement on 
climate if the international community 
does not provide adequate compensa-
tion for preserving the forests. 
 
“Developed countries have the moral 
obligation to ensure proper compensa-
tion to countries and populations that 
are being denied access to their natural 
resources,” said Cameroon’s forestry 
and wildlife minister Elvis Ngolle 
Ngolle. 
 
Beyond acting as a sink for carbon di-
oxide emissions, the Congo Basin for-
ests also contain the most diverse 
grouping of plants and animals in Af-
rica, including rare and endangered 
species. 
 
Brazil, home to a large chunk of the 
Amazon rainforest, is also lobbying for 
a mechanism in the global climate talks 
that would reward forest preservation. 
 
Uganda president wary of gay bill 
www.bbc.co.uk 
January 13, 2010 
 
Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni 
has distanced himself from a bill pro-
posing execution for some gay people. 
 
He stressed that the MP who proposed 

the bill, who is a member of the ruling 
party, did so as an individual and was 
not following government policy. 
 
Mr Museveni, who admitted coming 
under international pressure, said the 
bill was now a "foreign policy issue" 
and would be discussed by the cabinet. 
 
The proposals have caused a storm of 
criticism across the world. 
 
Sweden has threatened to cut aid and 
other countries have contacted Mr 
Museveni directly to put their objec-
tions. 
 
The BBC's Joshua Mmali, in the capi-
tal Kampala, says the president has 
been silent on the controversy since the 
bill was proposed in October. 
 
But in his first public comments on the 
issue, Mr Museveni told a meeting of 
ruling party members their handling of 
the bill "must take into account our 
foreign policy interests". 
 
“ Mrs Clinton rang me. What was she 
talking about? Gays ” 
Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni 
 
"The prime minister of Canada came to 
see me and what was he talking about? 
Gays," he said. 
 
"[UK] Prime Minister Gordon Brown 
came to see me and what was he talk-
ing about? Gays. 
 
"Mrs Clinton [the US secretary of 
state] rang me. What was she talking 
about? Gays." 
 
He said the cabinet would be talking to 
David Bahati about his bill and would 
thrash out the government's position on 
it. 
 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Homosexual acts are already punish-
able by up to 14 years in jail in 
Uganda. 
 
Mr Bahati's private member's bill, 
which had been expected to gain wide 
support the ruling National Resistance 
Movement (NRM), would raise that 
penalty to life in prison. 
 
It also proposes the death penalty for a 
new offence of "aggravated homosexu-
ality" - defined as when one of the par-
ticipants is a minor, HIV-positive or a 
"serial offender". 

 
Togo footballers shot in ambush 
www.bbc.co.uk 
January 8, 2010 
 
Gunmen have fired on a bus carrying 
Togo's football team to the Africa Cup 
of Nations in Angola, wounding play-
ers and reportedly killing the driver. 
 
The attackers machine-gunned the ve-
hicle after it crossed from the Republic 
of Congo into Angola's oil-rich terri-
tory of Cabinda. 
 
Rebels who have been fighting for the 
region's independence later said they 
had carried out the attack. 
 
The organisers of the tournament, 
which starts on Sunday, say it will go 
ahead. 
 
The Angolan government called the 
incident an "act of terrorism". 
 

(Continued from page 8) The Front for the Liberation of the En-
clave of Cabinda (Flec), which said it 
carried out the attack, has fought for 
independence for several decades, but 
entered a ceasefire in 2006. 
 
In a statement quoted by Portugal's 
Lusa news agency, the group said: 
"This operation is only the start of a 
series of targeted actions that will con-
tinue in all the territory of Cabinda." 
 
Togo is due to play its first cup game 
in Cabinda on Monday. The Confed-
eration of African Football confirmed 
that the tournament would go ahead as 
planned, despite the violent attack. 
 
Angolan Sports Minister Goncalves 
Muandumba said security for the com-
petition would be stepped up to guar-
antee "all the conditions necessary for 
the success, tranquillity and security of 
the people and their belongings". 
 
Nine people, including at least two 
players, were wounded during the 
shooting, reports said. Central defender 
Serge Akakpo was among those hurt 
and back-up goalkeeper Kodjovi Obi-
lale was also reportedly injured. 
 
Romanian side FC Vaslui confirmed 
that Mr Akakpo, who joined the club 
from French side Auxerre last year, 
was shot and badly injured in the at-
tack. The 22-year-old was out of dan-
ger after being struck by two bullets 
and being treated by doctors, the club 
said. 
 
The team's communications manager 
was among those seriously wounded in 
the shooting. 
 
Manchester City striker Emmanuel 
Adebayor was also on the bus but is 
unhurt. Speaking to the BBC, he de-
scribed the incident as "one of the 
worst experiences of his life". 
 
"I'm still under shock," Mr Adebayor 
said. "I was one of those who carried 

the injured players into the hospital - 
that is when I realised what was really 
going on. All the players, everyone 
was crying, calling their mums, crying 
on the phone, saying their last words 
because they thought they'd be dead." 
 
The bus was travelling to Cabinda 
from the squad's training ground in the 
Republic of Congo when the shooting 
happened. 
 
"This was an act of terrorism," Cabinda 
affairs minister Bento Bembe told 
Reuters news agency. 
 
Football's highest governing body, 
Fifa, said it was troubled by the inci-
dent. 
 
"Fifa and its president, Joseph S Blat-
ter, are deeply moved by today's inci-
dents which affected Togo's national 
team, to whom they express their ut-
most sympathy," the body said in a 
statement. 
 
Competition officials said they had not 
known that the Togolose team had de-
cided to drive directly to Cabinda. 
 
They said they had expected the squad 
first to fly to the Angolan capital, 
Luanda, and from there to Cabinda. 
 
The head of the Togolese football fed-
eration told AFP news agency that the 
driver had died. 
 
Togo striker Thomas Dossevi told 
France's RMC radio that several play-
ers were "in a bad state" after the at-
tack. 
 
"We were machine-gunned, like dogs," 
he said. "At the border with Angola - 
machine-gunned! I don't know why. I 
thought it was some rebels. We were 
under the seats of the bus for 20 min-
utes, trying to get away from the bul-
lets." 
 

(Continued on page 10) 
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The identities of those injured - who 
also included team staff - have not yet 
been confirmed. 
 
Togo's first game in the tournament is 
due to be against Ghana on Monday. 
 
But midfielder Alaixys Romao told 
RMC the team was likely to pull out of 
the 16-nation cup. 
 
"No-one wants to play," he said. 
"We're not capable of it. 
 
"We're thinking first of all about the 
health of our injured because there was 
a lot of blood on the ground." 
 
Inertia rules as Nigerians lament 
leader's absence 
Will Ross 
BBC News 
January 12, 2010 
 
ABUJA — After weeks of rumours 
and reports that Nigerian President 
Umaru Yar'Adua had died or was brain 
damaged, a BBC interview with the 
ailing leader broadcast on Tuesday will 
come as a relief to many. 
 
But the perception that the political 
crisis is not over is widespread. 
 
And the interview did not stop several 
hundred people from gathering for a 
march organised by a recently formed 
organisation known as Save Nigeria 
Group. 
 
"Arise Nigeria. It is time to take charge 
of our destiny," one protester shouted 
on the wide, clean streets of the capital 
Abuja. 
 
Placards read "Umaru Where Are 
You?" and "Enough Is Enough" - a 
reference to the prolonged absence of 
Mr Yar'Adua. 
 
Accompanied by a brass band but still 
in need of an inspirational singer from 

(Continued from page 9) the Fela Ransome Kuti mould, the 
marchers headed to the National As-
sembly. 
 
For them, the unease created by the 
president's absence was not altered by 
his interview on the BBC. 
 
“ There is a small cabal which profits 
by the hiatus in control, in government, 
in supervision ” 
Wole Soyinka Nobel laureate 
 
"I heard the president this morning. 
But that is not what we are looking for. 
We want to see the president on a live 
telecast on the sickbed," said one pro-
tester. 
 
"We are not thinking of the voice - the 
voice is deception." 
 
There are many Nigerians who, having 
been fed a diet of rumour for several 
weeks, doubt the authenticity of the 
interview. 
 
Leading the marchers was the Nobel 
prize winner Wole Soyinka - his shock 
of white hair clearly visible in the 
crowd. 

 
He says the issue is not just about 
whether the president is present or not 
but whether the government is working 
well. 
 
"Serious critical issues, like electoral 
reforms, for instance, constitutional 
reform etc. These have ground to a 
halt," he said. 
 
"And this has been kept deliberately so 

because there is a small cabal which 
profits by the hiatus in control, in gov-
ernment, in supervision." 
 
He suggested corruption was booming 
and worried that efforts to pacify the 
oil rich Niger Delta were being threat-
ened by the president's absence. 
 
"It doesn't matter if President Yar'Adua 
walks here on his two legs today. We 
will cheer him as a fellow human being 
who has recovered from a very trying 
illness. But at the same time we'll chal-
lenge him," he said. 
 
For the past 50 days the government 
has remained tight lipped on the presi-
dent's health. The official line has been 
that he is getting better but no details 
or proof were ever given. 
 
Analysts suggest the information vac-
uum is being prolonged on purpose - 
whilst a small elite makes plans ahead 
of next year's elections. 
 
The question now is whether there will 
be a snowball effect and the calls for 
the president to step down will grow. 
 
Tuesday's march was peaceful and 
relatively small. 
 
The fact that the police allowed the 
demonstration to go ahead - not a 
given in so many countries in Africa - 
may inspire more people to join in the 
other marches which will inevitably 
follow. 
 
There is also pressure from the courts. 
On Thursday several cases are due to 
continue. 
 
The Nigeria Bar Association maintains 
that according to article 145 of the con-
stitution, the president was compelled 
to hand over power when he was taken 
ill and left the country. 
 
However, the president's allies say this 

(Continued on page 13) 
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and the Books for Cameroon Facebook 
page here. She said she hopes support-
ers will follow the project’s progress. 
 
Meanwhile, she is preparing for the 
next step in her life — applying to 
graduate schools in the U.S. and 
Europe to study international relations 
and economic public policy. 
 
Article printed from Chas Beat: 
http://www.stltoday.com/blogzone/cha
s-beat 
 
Ypsilanti Educator wins ‘Science 
Teacher of the Year Award’ 
Tom Perkins 
Ann Arbor.com 
December 14, 2009 
 
Freshmen biology students at Ypsilanti 
High School recently started a new 
lesson, and when they stepped through 
the door of room 114, they didn’t know 
what was in store. But one thing was 
certain – it was “Sowder time.” 
 
For the hour of the day that’s known as 
such, students receive an education 
delivered by Hans Sowder, the 2010 
recipient of the Michigan Science 
Teachers Association “Science 
Teacher of the Year” award. 
 
“I was surprised that I won, but it 
really charged me for that two-day 
week,” said Sowder, who learned 
about the honor via e-mail on Nov. 23. 
 
Among other reasons, the 10-year Yp-
silanti High veteran was chosen for the 
award for exhibiting a passion for 
teaching, developing innovative teach-
ing strategies and being an excellent 
role model for students. 
 
When three of his ninth-grade biology 
students were asked what they liked 
best about Sowder’s class, all three 

(Continued on page 12) 

Peace Corps volunteer from St. 
Charles reaches fund-raising goal 
for libraries in Cameroon 
Shane Anthony 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
November 26, 2009 
 
A few months ago, we wrote about 
Wendy Lee’s efforts to bring thou-
sands of books to Cameroon. Not long 
ago, she announced on her blog and on 
Twitter that she had reached her goal. 
Wendy Lee with some of the children 
from her village in Cameroon. 
 
Lee, a graduate of St. Charles High 
School and St. Louis University, has 
been a Peace Corps volunteer in Cam-
eroon since June of 2008. She started a 
project called Books for Cameroon 
with a goal of raising $11,500 to buy 
22,000 books. She drew inspiration 
from children she taught who didn’t 
know how to read. 
 
In an e-mail interview this week, Lee 
said she learned the project was fully 
funded when a retired Peace Corps 
volunteer e-mailed her. “It’s been a 
few days now, but I still have a hard 
time believing that we had raised all 
the money, and I can finally stop beg-
ging,” she wrote. “But more so, I can-
not believe I am really going to go 
build 30 libraries now!” 
 
The begging Lee mentioned took place 
largely through social media tools such 
as Facebook and Twitter. Officially, 
200 donors gave to the project, al-
though Lee thinks others might have 
donated anonymously. Money for the 
project came in from the United States, 
the United Kingdom, France, Switzer-
land, Australia and Italy. 
 
Lee said she has been visiting some of 
the schools she is working with to 
check their progress in preparing the 
libraries. “That was really rewarding to 

see things moving forward,” she said. 
 
She said a team of volunteers is de-
signing library management training 
that will take place around January and 
working on ironing out the logistics of 
moving the books from a 40-foot ship-
ping container into the new libraries. 
 
In between her work on the book pro-
ject and teaching classes, Lee has 
blogged about her experiences living in 
a village without running water and 
shoddy electricity. 

 
She also has kept in touch with her 
family through e-mail and Skype. Her 
parents, Jimmy and Susan Lee, live in 
St. Charles. Younger sister Sherry is a 
college sophomore in the northeast. 
 
Susan Lee said Wednesday that she is 
very proud of both of her daughters 
and their hard work. Wendy Lee 
moved to the United States from 
Tawain in 1998. The rest of her family 
followed in 2000. Susan Lee said both 
her daughters had to study hard to 
learn a new language. 
 
Wendy Lee now speaks at least four. 
 
“I’m really proud of her doing such a 
big project,” Susan Lee said. 
 
You can follow Wendy Lee’s blog here 
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replied in unison, “Labs!” 
 
“We’re not in here just sitting around, 
we’re actually getting up and doing 
something,” Zachary Meyer said. 
 
On a recent day, Sowder had his stu-
dents learning about the respiratory 
system and carbon dioxide production 
in the body. Using a straw, they ex-
haled into a pink solution of sodium 
hydroxide and phenolphthalein. When 
the kids blew into the liquid, the car-
bon dioxide coming out of their bodies, 
which is a base, turned the acidic solu-
tion clear more quickly, depending on 
how much of the gas was exhaled. 
 
By taking one another’s pulses and 
breaking out stethoscopes to track 
heart rates, his students could measure 
how much of the gas their bodies pro-
duced while in a normal state. 
But that’s just one day. The next day, 
the students would run several laps 
around the indoor track in the gymna-
sium and take the same measurements. 
On the third day, Sowder dimmed the 
lights, sparked some incense, turned on 
relaxing music and had students take 
the same measurements. 
 
By the end, the students had a data ta-
ble exhibiting how much carbon diox-
ide their bodies produced under vari-
ous conditions, demonstrating a con-
nection between its production and 
heart rate and pulse. “When they’re 
able to see those connections, it’s pow-
erful,” Sowder said. “They start to un-
derstand what’s going on inside their 
body.” 
 
Influential to Sowder’s educational 
approach are his experiences in class-
rooms across the globe – from three 
years teaching in Cameroon with the 
Peace Corps to a year at an Alaskan 
school in a remote “fly-in” village with 
his wife, to Kettering High School in 
Detroit. 
 

(Continued from page 11) Sowder said his years at Kettering 
were particularly educational because 
he learned to wear many hats – that of 
a teacher, father figure and friend. “I 
loved developing much richer relation-
ships there,” he said. “That was some-
thing that was exciting at the time.” 
Sowder further credits his colleagues, 
especially at YHS, for inspiring him 
and setting an example on how to excel 
in education. 
 
“I have learned so much from my other 
colleagues, and I wouldn’t be the 
teacher I am had I worked in a vac-
uum,” he said. “There have been a lot 
of teachers in my life trying new things 
and not being afraid to do so, and I’ve 
taken pieces from what I’ve seen of 
them.” 
Sowder said it’s his obligation to pro-
vide the students with an education. 
“I’m going to expect excellence from 
them every single minute of the hour, 
but I’m going to give it to them as 
well,” he said. 
 
Sowder said he considers himself “on 
stage’ while teaching, and his passion 
for science is no small part of what 
keeps students engaged. “Science is so 
excellent,” he said. “It’s the study of 
all that’s been created around us, and 
it’s a wonderful to understand intrica-
cies and complexities of its laws.” 
 
Sowder was nominated for the award 
by Richard Weigel, the district’s assis-
tant superintendent for educational 
quality. He will receive an award at a 

ceremony in March in Lansing. 
 
“Mr. Sowder represents the caliber of 
highly qualified educators that we have 
in our district,” Superintendent 
Dedrick Martin said. “We are very 
proud of his accomplishments and an-
ticipate that more great things are on 
the horizon for him.” 
 
Community Granary Project Fully 
Funded 
November 21, 2009 
 
As of this week, US fundraising for the 
Community Granary project in the vil-
lage of Ngan-Ha, Cameroon is com-
plete. Generous contributors made the 
difference putting us close enough to 
our US fundraising goal to apply for a 
grant from Peace Corps Partnership 
Program’s Agriculture Fund. A grant 
from the fund put us over the top. 
 
The granary is a basic technology ad-
vance for the village supporting more 
sustainable, more profitable farming in 
a community where practically every 
family is a farm family. In the wake of 
a community needs assessment show-
ing strong interest in a granary facility, 
our daughter, Elena Bussiere, an Agro-
Forestry Peace Corps volunteer, acted 
as project facilitator/coordinator work-
ing with village organizations and 
leaders, architects, and others to create 
and implement a facility plan/design. 
 
Thank you to everyone who donated, 
shared project information with others, 
suggested fundraising ideas, or helped 
in any way!! We greatly appreciate the 
Friends of Cameroon organization 
placing our appeal on this website. 
Many contributions came from people 
we don’t even know. 
 
Just an amazing experience! 
 - Merritt & Jill Bussiere 
 
See updates at: 
communitygranary.wordpress.com/ 
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section of the law does not compel him to hand over but lays out what he needs to do if he chooses to hand over. 
 
The National Assembly has now voted to send a delegation to Saudi Arabia to meet President Yar'Adua and his health is 
due to be discussed. 
 
However, Nigerians maintain they have not always been told the truth about the president's health. 
 
So there are plenty of Nigerians who would be more than willing to lend the senators a video camera to get a real picture 
of how their president is doing. 

(Continued from page 10) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have more volunteer news and updates?   
Send us your news (or someone else’s news!)  

so we can start up our Where Are They Now feature! 
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Well, I know where *some* of you are, or are going to be in August 

2010… 
 

If you were a volunteer in Cameroon in the mid-to-late 90s,  
then please mark your calendars.  The dates have been set: 
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Location is still to be determined but it will be somewhere on the West 
Coast.  Please fill out this short survey to help finalize details: 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/JXF5FSR 
Survey closes February 15, 2010 
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IRINnews.org 
October 8, 2009 
 
BANGKOK —Africa faces a double 
burden of obesity and hunger as mil-
lions take up increasingly sedentary 
lives in cities and the global financial 
crisis hits rural populations’ food secu-
rity, nutritionists warn. 
 
Under-nutrition continues to plague 
sub-Saharan Africa, where 32 percent 
of the world's hungry people live. 
However, those migrating from the 
countryside to cities are eating too 
much fatty food, leading to rising rates 
of obesity, diabetes, hypertension and 
high blood pressure, delegates at the 
International Congress of Nutrition 
(ICN) in Bangkok were told. 
 
“The problem in Africa is [that] both 
under- and over-nutrition are the worst 
in the world. We really are facing a 
double burden,” Hester Vorster, of the 
Centre for Excellence in Nutrition at 
South Africa's North-West University, 
told the congress, which runs until 9 
October. 
 
“Over-nutrition is much the same thing 
as what we see in the west. Significant 
numbers of Africans have migrated to 
the cities and they are eating the wrong 

foods. So for Africa, the burden of dis-
ease is increasing all the time,” Jean-
Claude Mbanya of the University of 
Yaoundé in Cameroon, and president-
elect of the Belgium-based Interna-
tional Diabetes Federation, said. 
 
Both over- and under-nutrition can be 
caused by poverty and food insecurity, 
with the urban poor unable to access or 
afford fresh and nutritious food, 
Helene Delisle, a nutritionist at the 
University of Montreal in Canada, told 
IRIN. 
 
In some northern and southern African 
countries, over-nutrition has surpassed 
under-nutrition, but there is a complete 
lack of awareness about the new prob-
lems it brings, she said. 
 
“These countries are not aware of it. In 
many areas, obesity is seen not as a 
problem, but as a positive sign that you 
are doing well in life,” she said. 
 
Meanwhile, lower-income countries 
continue to suffer mainly from under-
nutrition, which has actually increased 
over the past five years, thanks to the 
food price crisis of 2008 and the global 
financial crisis, Delisle said. 
 
Statistics from the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO) show how obesity 
has risen while under-nutrition has per-
sisted in some countries. 
 
In Madagascar in 1992, just 1.6 percent 
of children were overweight, while 
35.5 percent were underweight and 
60.9 percent suffered stunted growth. 
By 2004, 6.2 percent of children were 
overweight while 36.8 percent were 
underweight, and 52.8 percent were 
stunted. 
 
The rate of overweight and obese 
women also doubled between 1997 and 
2004, to 8.1 percent overall. 

 
And in 1987, 5.5 percent of Moroccan 
children were overweight; by 2004, 
that figure had increased to 13.3 per-
cent. 
 
Obesity is also on the rise in Uganda, 
although under-nutrition continues to 
pose the biggest problem, with about 
40 percent of children under five suf-
fering from stunted physical growth 
and mental development due to a lack 
of vitamins and nutrient-rich food. 
 
Obesity and other so-called “lifestyle 
diseases” are widely regarded as a 
problem only for older people in 
Uganda but are increasingly prevalent 
in young men, Elizabeth Madraa, the 
head of food and nutrition at Uganda's 
Ministry of Health, and a delegate at 
the congress, told IRIN. 
 
Anaemia in teenage girls is also in-
creasing due to a lack of iron in diets, 
she said. And in another new trend, 
Ugandan mothers are increasingly 
choosing to give their babies powdered 
milk rather than breast-feeding them. 
 
“They buy milk powder because they 
see it advertised, and we have to fight 

(Continued on page 15) 
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US computer giant and UN expand 
scheme to stem ‘brain drain’ from poor 
States 
UN News Center 
October 6, 2009 
 
More than one dozen universities in 
Africa and the Middle East will benefit 
from a joint project between the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and 
United States computer company Hew-
lett-Packard that seeks to provide the 
technology and tools needed to stem 
the migration of graduates and reduce 
the ‘brain drain’ from the regions. 
Building on the successful pilot phase 
of the project – which benefited institu-
tions in Algeria, Ghana, Nigeria, Sene-
gal and Zimbabwe – 15 universities 
will be involved in its expansion. 
Those schools are in Burkina Faso, 
Cameroon, Côte d’Ivoire, Ethiopia, 

Kenya, Kuwait, Lebanon, Morocco, 
Senegal, Tunisia and Uganda. The 
“Brain Gain Initiative,” set up in 2003, 
allows schools to collaborate with ex-
perts worldwide in innovative educa-
tion and research projects with the help 
of advanced grid and cloud computing 
technologies, which are hardware and 
software infrastructure that clusters and 
integrates high-end computer net-
works, databases and scientific instru-
ments from multiple sources to form a 
virtual environment. 
 
It seeks to quell the exodus of academ-
ics and scientists, who have the poten-
tial to contribute to the development of 
their home country. 
 
“We have suffered in the past from our 
best talents leaving Senegal to further 
their careers elsewhere,” said Ibrahima 
Niang of Senegal’s Cheikh Anta Diop 

University (UCAD), one of the benefi-
ciaries of the scheme during its pilot 
phase. 
 
“This project helps us to plug into the 
world of research,” he said. “We can 
build connections with colleagues in 
other countries, which benefit our own 
work, and this link also provides an 
opportunity for our own academics and 
researchers to further their careers 
from Senegal.” 
 
An expert from France’s National Cen-
tre for Scientific Research helped set 
up a computer grid in the West African 
nation, the first in sub-Saharan Africa. 
 
UNESCO and Hewlett-Packard hope 
that 100 universities can be reached by 
the initiative by 2011 with the help of 
additional partners. 
 

that. We need to address all this as a nutrition problem,” Madraa said. 
 
Mbanya called for awareness campaigns and legislation to fight the negative effects of a poor diet fuelled partly by ad-
vertising. “If we want our people to change their habits we have to make it easy for them to have healthy choices,” he 
said. 
 
However, progress is hampered by the poor status of nutritional science in Africa, experts say. 
 
Few well-defined job openings, poor salaries and recognition, and a plethora of competing curricula taught by unquali-
fied trainers are among the challenges, said Tola Atinmo, Nigerian president of the Federation of African Nutrition So-
cieties. 
 
"At the moment in Africa, nutrition is everybody's problem but nobody's business," said Atinmo. 

(Continued from page 14) 
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 Afropop Worldwide's Top Ten Discs for 2009 
 

Afropop Worldwide is pleased to announce our picks for the Afropop Worldwide Top Ten CDs of 2009. 
 

We hope that you as a music lover buy some of these titles, both for your own pleasure and to support the artists.  
Published by www.afropop.org  © 2009 

More information and recommendations can be found at www.afropop.org  
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Is this a... 

 �  New Membership? 

 �  Renewal 

 �  Update 

 �  COS 

 �  Single 

 �  Gift 

 �  New RPCV 

  

Membership Type 

Address cont: 

City: 

State: 

Zip: 

Home Phone: 

Work Phone: 

Fax: 

Email: 

Location in Cameroon: 

Service Date: 

Affiliation (USAID, Peace Corps, Cameroonian Citizen, State Dept. etc.): 

Name: 

Address: 
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Over the last few years the cost of printing the quarterly newsletters and annual directory has increased significantly. In addition, most FOC 
members now have access to the internet and have email accounts. We are requesting that you accept that the newsletter and annual directory be 
sent to you electronically. You will be informed by email as to where you can download these documents using a standard web browser. The 
email will also contain a password that will allow you to unlock the document. All documents will be distributed via Adobe PDF format. If you 
do not accept electronic distribution, you will continue to receive these documents via regular mail as in the past. Please indicate your selection 
below. If accepting, please assure you entered a valid email address above. 
 

     I accept to receive quarterly newsletters and the annual directory electronically 
 
     Please continue to send the quarterly newsletter and annual directory via regular mail 

Single Membership in FOC ($15) $ 

Single Membership in both FOC and NPCA ($50) $ 

New RPCV Membership (within one year of COS) (FREE) $ 

Donation $ 

Overseas Address, add $5 $ 

 $ 

 $ 

TOTAL ENCLOSED $ 

All Membership Dues valid for 12 months (three year option available: go to www.rpcv.org) 
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Tom McMakin (Njinikom 84-86) 
Tim Hartman (Nkongsamba 07-09) 

Rachel Jones (Edea 07-09) 
Tara Smith (Baré 07-09) 

Allison Arthur (Bali 07-09) 
Genevieve Dozier (Makak 07-09) 
Ann-Marie Mark (Bertoua 07-09) 

Barry Shapira (Dimako 07-09) 
Angie Osmanski (Garoua 07-09) 

Bradford Melius (Fontem SW 07-09) 
Christine Ricardo (Lolodorf/Maroua 07-09) 
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